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BY ALAN GOLDSTEIN 


If you are troubled by thinning hair, 
dandruff, itchy scalp, if you fear approach- 
ing baldness, read the rest of this statement 
carefully. It may mean the difference to you 
between saving your hair and losing the rest 
of it to eventual baldness. 

Baldness is simply a matter of subtraction. 
When the number of new hairs fail to equal 
the number of falling hair, you end up minus 
your head of hair (bald). Why not avoid bald- 
ness by preventing unnecessary loss of hair? 
Why not turn the tide of battle on your head 
by eliminating needless causes of hair loss 
and give Nature a chance to grow more hair 
for you? Many of the country’s dermatologists 
and other foremost hair and scalp specialists 
believe that seborrhea, a common scalp dis- 
order, causes hair loss, What is seborrhea? It 
is a bacterial infection of the scalp that can 
eventually cause permanent damage to the 
hair follicles. Its visible evidence is “thinning” 
hair. Its end result is baldness. Its symptoms 
are dry, itchy scalp, dandruff, oily hair, head 
scales, and progressive hair loss. 

So, if you are beginning to notice that your 
forehead is getting larger, beginning to 
notice that there is too much hair on your 
comb, beginning to be worried about the dry- 


Male pattern baldness is the cause of 
the great majority of cases of baldness 


and excessive hair loss, In such cases 
neither the Comate treatment nor any 
other treatment is effective. 


“| used locomb out a hand- 
ful of hair at a time Now | 


“Comate is successtul 
every way you mention, Used 


An Important Message 


To Every Man And Woman 


In America 


ness of your hair, the itchyness of your scalp, 
the ugly dandruff — these are Nature’s Red 
Flags warning you of impending baldness. 
Even if you have been losing your hair for 
some time, don't let seborrhea rob you of the 
rest of your hair. 


HOW COMATE WORKS 
ON YOUR SCALP 


The development of an amazing new hair 
and scalp medicine called Comate is specifi- 


cally designed to control seborrhea and stop, 


the hair loss it causes. It offers the opportunity 
fo thousands of men and women losing their 
hair to bacterial infection to reverse the battle 
they are now losing on their scalps. By stop- 
ping this impediment to normal hair growth, 
new hairs can grow as Nature intended. 
This is how Comate works: (1) It combines 
in a single scalp treatment the essential cor- 
rective factors for normal hair growth. By its 
rubifacient action it stimulates blood circu- 
lation to the scalp, thereby supplying more 
nutrition to still-alive hair follicles. (2) As a 
highly effective antiseptic, Comate kills on 
contact the seborrhea-causing scalp bacteria 
believed to be a cause of baldness. (3) By its 


Note To Doctors 
Doctors, clinics and hospitals inter- 
ested in scalp disorders can obtain 
professional samples and literature on 
written request. 


Losing His Or Her Hair 


keratolitic action it dissolves ugly dandruff. 
By tending to normalize the lubrication of the 
hair shaft it corrects excessively dry and oily 
hair. It eliminates head scales and scalp itch. 

In short, Comate offers you in a single 
treatment the best that modern medicine has 
developed for the preservation of your hair. 
There is no excuse today except ignorance 
for any man or woman to neglect seborrhea 
and pay the penalty of hair loss. 


COMATE IS 
UNCONDITIONALLY GUARANTEED 


To you we offer this UNCONDITIONAL} 
GUARANTEE. Treat your scalp to Comate in 
your own home, following the simple direc- 
tions. See*for yourself in your own mirror how 
after a few treatments,Comate makes your 
hair look thicker and alive. How Comate ends 
your dandruff, stops your scalp itch. How 
Comate gives your hair a chance to grow, 
Most men and women report results after the 
first treatment, some take longer. But we say 
this to you. If, for any reason, you are not 
completely satisfied with the improvement in 
your own case — AT ANY TIME — return 
the unused portion for a prompt refund. No 
questions asked. 

But don’t delay. For the sake of your hair, 
order Comate today. Nothing — not even 
Comate — can grow hair from dead follicles, 
Fill out the coupon now, and toke the firsk 
step toward a good head of hair again. 


©1962 Comato Corporation, 


only get 4-6 on my comb. 
The terrible itching has 
stopped.’ 


—L.H.M., Los Angeles, Cal. 


“My hair has improved. It 
used to fall out by handfuls. 


Comate stopped it from 
falling out.’ M 


-0 H., 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 


“My hair has quit falling 
but and getting thin.'* 
—D. W. G., c/o FPO, N. ¥, 


‘My husband has tried many 
treatments and spent a great 
deal of money on his scalp 
Nothing helped until he 
Started using your formula’ 
~—Mrs, R. LeB, Piqua, Ohio 


it only a few days and can 
see the big change in my 
scalp and hair “' 

=C.E.H.,N. Richland, Wash 


“My hair was thin at the 
temples, and all over. Now 
It looks so much thicker, 
1 can tell it.” 

=—Miss C.1,, San Angelo, Tex, 


HOW my hale looks quite 
thie 
—F. J. K., Chicago, Ul 


"My hair had been coming 
out and breaking off tor 
about 21 years and Comale 
has improved it so much" 

—Mrs. J. E, Lisbon, Ga. 
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THERE’S TROUBLE AHEAD 
FOR. THE’ BRAWLING BRUINS 2... eo. we ee ee By Ben Olan 10 
Shadows of old feuds 


could make it a tough year. 


ALCINDOR AND ROBERTSON— 


WHAT THEY THINK ABOUT EACHOTHER ........ By George Girsch 14 
Here are the intangibles that 
could fuse them into deadliest duo. 


HEWRITT DIXON— 


HE HASA RIGHT TOIBEFANGRY 3. 5 casa eta ete n eens cote (ere = By Jim Scott 18 
His locker, now a gathering place, 
was once like a Siberian outpost. 


“MY GLOVE NEVER GOT ME 

A PENNY”—BROOKS ROBINSON .............--. By Alan Goldstein 22 
His bat paid his salary 

but he plans to change that. 

BEHIND THE SCENES: 

HOW THE BLUES CAPTURED ST.LOUIS ........... By Dave Lipman 26 
When their arena becomes proving ground 

for the midi, something wild’s going on. 

CAZZIE RUSSELL—HE WON'T 

COMPROMISE WITH PERFECTION .............. By Artie Sherman 30 


You might see him ina “Y” pickup 
game following a Knick workout. 


GARY CU0ZZO: HOW THE VIKINGS’ 


QUIET MAN WON HIS BIGGEST BATTLE............ By Mike Recht 34 
His days of being a back-up 

quarterback are in the past. 

THE REDS THE ORIOLES AND 

THE DIAMOND DYNASTY MYTH ............. By Harry Xanthakos 38 


If you listen to the experts, 
there’s no need to play '71 season. 


IS GORDIE HOWE GAMBLING AWAY 


EUSHIMMOR TART 2a -sissgcecstewin accel ab bbe chae'peyeta “ane By Bert Rosenthal 42 
Ask Chicago’s Bobby Hull what 
he thinks about playing Detroit. 


THE LESSONS THE N.B.A. IS TEACHING 

RETEIMARAVICH (2 a5 ciel s lows a anste ee ee sec wheter ees By Howard Coan 46 
There's a lot more to the pro 

game than pleasing the crowd. 


THE LOS ANGELES RAMS STORY— 

FEUDS-ERUSTRATIONS-RAILURES) 2.5 wn. oe ts eu ete ee By Fred Lewis 50 
“Tf I ever set foot here again, may it ‘ 
be in Forest Lawn Cemetery,” said one coach. 
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Dreams of others have come true 
“Duraclean brought me security and an education 
for my daughters. We've done as much as $3,000 on 
a single job.” Blanche B. Mass, 


“The professional quality of Duraclean Service has 
earned the respect of:carpet dealers and wholesalers. 
Pve earned $117.50 in an eight-hour day.”” , 
R. W. Ohio # 
*“*Making 50% more than on any job I ever had. I’ve 
earned as high as $1,300 in a single week, as much © 
as $2,700 on one job.” J.S. Fla, 
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Your Dreams Can Become a Reality 
with your own Duraclean Franchise 


Hundreds of men—previously working for salaries or wages— 
now enjoy greatly increased incomes, personal independence, and secure futures 
as owners of their own businesses under the Duraclean Franchise 


Unthinking men may tell you that the day is 
past when an individual can build a suecess- 
ful business of his own, The fact is that 
Franchising has opened a wonderful new 
world of opportunity for such men. The 
“mama and papa” grocery store, and the 
corner druggist have succumbed to the gi- 
gantic chains. But, in their place an exciting 
new kind of business abounds with big profit 
opportunities for the individual. 


For twenty years the “service industry” 
has been growing with fantastic speed, Let 
the chains have the retail store business. 
Even a small business providing an unusual 
service can bring profits to the individual 
that were unheard of in the old days. And, 
unlike the chains, the service business today, 
is thriving under Franchising. 

What is the difference? Just this: A chain 
is a large number of stores in a chain all 
operating under the same plan; under the 
same well-known name; but are owned by 
one corporation. In Franchising, the indi- 
vidual uses tested and proven plans for 
starting his business and building it; he 
operates under a Nationally Advertised and 
well-known name, he has step by step guid- 
ance hut he owns the business. He enjoys the 
advantages of chain recognition, but he 
keeps all the net profits for himself. 


The Duraclean Franchise is such a busi- 
ness. No store to rent. No fixtures to buy. 
No inventory or stock of goods to pay for. No 
office or work-room required. And, no special 
education or experience is needed for success. 
Men of almost every educational level have 
made glowing successes with the “know- 
how” furnished by our Company. They’ve 
worked from their homes as all Duraclean 
Service is given on the premises of the cus- 


tomer. In the beginning they’ve used the 
family car as all equipment can be carried in 
the trunk. Their only investment has been a 
cash outlay of less than a $1000. 


What is Duraclean Service. It is a modern 
method of cleaning and reviving color and 
resilience of carpets, rugs, upholstered furni- 
ture and auto interiors—a method that has 
almost unbelievable superiority over the old 
way of harsh scrubbing with water, strong 
detergents, and power driven brushes. Tests 
made by an independent laboratory show 
that the Duraclean “Absorption Method” 
removes twice as much dirt and soil removed 
by machine scrubbing. And, the carpets and 
upholstery are dry and ready to use a few 
hours after cleaning. In addition to cleaning 
and reviving, you have five other equally 
superior services to increase profits. The im- 
proved Duraclean process has proved so 
superior that Duraclean Services are now 
available through a world wide organization. 


Who are the customers? The finest homes 
in your community, yes. But, of equal 
importance hotels, motels, schools, shops, 
stores, offices, theaters, hospitals, and insti- 
tutions. The commercial business is big and 
because much of this work can be done eve- 
nings or Saturdays, many men have started 
in spare time without giving up their jobs or 
pay checks. When they have seen from ac- 
tual experience that Duraclean could pay 
them many times their former salaries, they 
have resigned the old job and become in- 
dependent businessmen—with all the added 
respect and standing that a businessman has 
in his community. 

Tf you’ve ever had a really strong desire to 
“some day own your own business’’ the 
Duraclean Franchise is well worth investi- 


gating. We have no salesmen to try to influ- 
ence you. The entire Duraclean Opportunity 
is explained in detail in a 24-page book. This 
book will be mailed free to any man sincerely 
interested in a future of security and inde- 
pendence. Just your name and address is all 
that’s needed. Send it today. After reading 
all the facts, if you decide to take the next 
step, you can write again and let us know, 

We'll help you with financing, with train- 
ing, with equipment, and with all our years 
of experience in showing other men how to 
make their dreams become realities. To in- 
vestigate costs nothing and does not place 
you under the slightest obligation. Is this 
something you should do for yourself? Today? 


ta 


President 


DURACLEAN INTERNATIONAL 
1-9N3 Duraclean Bldg. Deerfield, III. 60015 


Ford Marsh, President, DURACLEAN INTERNATIONAL | 
1-9N3 Duraclean Building, Deerfield, Illinois 60015 

Please mail details of the Duraclean Franchise oppor- 

tunity. | will read your 24 page book. Then if | am 

interested I'll let you Know. It is understood that lam | 


not under any obligation and that no salesman will call 
to influence my decision. | 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| Name 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
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| 
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Dear Editor, 

I disagree with the article in the Jan- 
uary issue on “Namath and Tarkenton: 
The Two Worlds of the Pro Quarter- 
back.” You say the Giants have taken 
an “upward turn since the coming of 
Tarkenton.” It’s true they have im- 
proved but Fran never led them to a 
championship. Otherwise, your article 
Was great. | 

Ray Kozlowski, Salem, Mass. 


Dear Editor, 

Your January issue was one of the 
best you’ve ever produced. I especially 
liked the article on Joe Namath and 
Fran Tarkenton. However, on page 40, I 
found a mistake. In the picture Alex 
Karras is talking to Roger Brown, not 
Rockne Freitas as the caption reads. 
Otherwise the story on the Detroit 
tackle was good. 

Joe Schreiber, Rochester, N.Y. 


Dear Editor, . 

Your article on ‘Aaron ys. Mays— 
The Final Verdict” was an outrage for 
two reasons. First, it was written by 
Furman Bisher of the Atlanta Journal, 
who obviously favored Aaron. Second, 
Bisher made Mays look like a hot- 
headed, arrogant loudmouth, which just 
isn’t true. The next time you have an 
article on an Aaron-Mays comparison, 
have a neutral party write it. I dare you 
to print this letter. 

Scott Goldwassen, Bronx, N.Y. 


Dear Editor, 

Regarding your Aaron-Mays compar- 
ison, I think the big difference is the 
two parks they play in. Aaron plays in 
Atlanta Stadium, one of the better 
home run parks in the majors. Mays 
plays in Candlestick Park. The wind is 
so strong from left field there that he 
often has to go to right field for homers, 
robbing him of maybe nine or 10 home 
runs a year. Had Mays played in a park 
such as Aaron has and not missed a full 
season for military service, I think Willie 
would have already passed Ruth’s 714 
homers and been on his way toward 
800. 

C.E., Glasgow, Kentucky 


Dear Editor, 
Your story on Daryle Lamonica was 
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the best yet. I’m glad you finally wrote 
a story on the best quarterback there is 
in football. People can talk all they 
want to about Len Dawson, Joe Nam- 
ath, Roman Gabriel and others, but if 
you want to talk about the best then 
talk about Daryle Lamonica, No. 1. 

Joel Whaley, Jacksonville, N.C. 


Dear Editor, 

I am taking a poll for the 1971 base- 
ball season on the most valuable players, 
leading hitters and home run champs in 
each league and also the Eastern and 
Western Division pennant winners in 
each league. Send picks to Tim Deegan, 
1665 Ramapo Way, Scotch Plains, N.J. 
07076. 


Dear Editor, 

I am conducting a poll on the read- 
ers’ opinion of the best quarterback in 
pro football. Please send your top three 
picks to Steve Fields, 547 Grant St., 
Hazleton, Pa. 18201. 


Dear Editor, 

I am taking a poll on the fans’ favor- 
ite pitcher of all-time. Please send picks 
to Chip Preston, 39-65 52nd St., Wood- 
side, N.Y. 11377. 


FAN CLUB NEWS 


The following have fan clubs for the 
players or teams indicated. Write to 
them for information. 


PIT MARTIN 

Mary Ann Majewski 
5629 S. Mason Avenue 
Chicago, Ill. 60638 


DETROIT TIGERS 
Donald Brgley 

5S Campbell Avenue 
Simcoe, Ontario, Canada 


TOMMY DAVIS, JOHN JETER 
and BRUCE DAL CANTON 
Arthur Silber 

2117 College Street 

Montreal 378, Quebec, Canada 


TIM MCCARVER 

and ED HERRMANN 
Sherri Newhouse 

4262 Arrowwood Drive 
Ft. Worth, Texas 76115 


BOSTON RED SOX 
Joe Casey 
Box 1129 
Saugus, Mass. 01906 


CLEVELAND BROWNS, 
MINNESOTA TWINS 
and DICK BUTKUS 

547 Grant Street 
Hazleton, Pa. 18201 


LOS ANGELES RAMS 
Scott Barsky 

803 W. Diamond Avenue 
Hazleton, Pa. 18201 


NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
Joseph Ward Jr. 

9 Wicks Drive 

Commack, N.Y. 11725 


NEW YORK GIANTS 
Henry R. Steinsiek 
28 Cleveland Avenue 
Wadwick, N.J. 07463 


WILLIE MCCOVEY 

and HARMON KILLEBREW 
Dave Hogan 

9701 N.W. 24th Avenue 
Vancouver, Wash. 98665 


CINCINNATI REDS 


Tim Deegan 
1665 Ramapo Way 
Scotch Plains, N.J. 


0.J. SIMPSON 

Don Freedman 

66 The Village Green 
Williamsville, N.Y. 14221 


LARRY SMITH (Rams) 
Chris Steva 

P.O. Box 213 

Crestline, Calif. 92325 


DONNY ANDERSON 
Dwyn Castle 

1811 Arlington Avenue 
Racine, Wisc. 53403 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO 


GET A PAIR OF SHOES 
FREE worth 539.95 at retail— 


—as a bonus for just giving friends an 
opportunity to buy these and other 
shoes at half the prices charged in 
stores for equal quality? 


By Gordon King 


Yes, I'll give you these 
shoes as a bonus—but 
what’s even more impor- 
tant I'll show you how to 
make a lot of extra money 
just writing up orders for 
the famous Hanover Shoe. 
I've shown hundreds of 
men how to make from 
$7.00 to $15.00 an hour in 
spare time—evenings, week-ends, or even dur- 
ing coffee breaks at work. 

And, right now, if you'll mail your name on 
the coupon below, Ill tell you how and why 
I send you my complete money making kits 
entirely free. No charge, not even a deposit. 
Just one obligation. You agree to show the 
Hanover catalog to just ten friends, neighbors, 
relatives, or co-workers. You don’t sell. You 
just show. Because when other men SEE how 
much they can save, you can’t prevent them 
from wanting to give you an order. 

These are not “claims.’’ These are facts. 
Look in the store windows at Nationally 
advertised shoes selling at $39.95. Hanover 
offers the identical styles—the identical qual- 
ity of leather—the identical workmanship at 
$21.95. Would your friends “‘love"’ to save 
$18.00? Check the comparison shown in the 
column at the right. 

Here’s another surprise for you: Right now, 
today, almost all Hanover Shoes that are sold 
direct to the user are sold by men like your- 
self who have regular jobs, regular salaries, 
but who want extra money for spare-time. 
Most of these men have no sales experience 
whatever. Hanover quality alone and Hanover 
price does the selling. And, once worn the 
Hanover shoe is so great that your customers 
thank you for telling them about this great 
value. 

Don't take my word forit. Read the actual 
words of men who have tried taking orders for 
Hanover Shoes as a spare time way to add 
needed extra income for family budgets: 


D.M. of Maryland: “I’ve made as much as 
$210.00 in one month as a sideline.” 


H.J. of Illinois: “I made $225.00 my first 
month—just in spare time.” 


M.A. of California: ‘Today I sold ten pairs 
in four hours.” 


As a spare time Hanover salesman, in addi- 
tion to $25, $35 or as high as $50 a week, you 
will get Life Insurance—Sick Pay Insurance 
—Gifts— Free shoes for yourself— Other 
Benefits. 


I am ready now to give this money making 
opportunity to a few more men. Just your 
name on the coupon is all I need. No money. 
No deposit. Not a penny of cost to you. It 
costs my company more than $10.00 to put 
this money making sales kit in your hands. 
It is for that reason that we want your prom- 


ise you will show the catalog to at least ten 
men. That’s your only obligation. No selling. 
No sales talk. No pressure. No asking for an 
order. Just show the catalog. If you don’t 
make at least $15.00 profit for yourself the 
first ten times you hand the catalog to another 
man, mail it back to me and forget the whole 
thing. 


FREE SHOES FOR YOU IN A WEEK 
But, you see, 1 KNOW what will happen. 
Within a week you will have sent at least ten 
orders. And, when you do I give you a pair of 
Hanover Shoes entirely free as a bonus. You 
take your pick of any pair at any price up to 
$21.95 (the $39.95 yalue) and that pair is 
yours, free, as my way of marking the day 
when your tenth order was received. 

Many men who “couldn't sell’’ have found 
spare time profits with Hanover so good that. 
they've “gone full time.”’ And, some of these 
men have been so successful that we'ye pro- 
moted them to Selling Managers with income 
potential of $1,000.00 a month or more. 

You decide how far you want to go. But, 
right now, send your name on the coupon. 
Everything I send you is free. Your only 
obligation is to just “show"’’ the Hanover 
catalog to ten men. Then, if you're not excited 
over the money making possibilities, mail it 
back to me and you will not be under the 
slightest obligation. 


Lacion Hig 


Vice President 


THE HANOVER SHOE, INC. 
550 Carlisle St., Hanover, Pa. 17331 


Make this sensational comparison 
with your own free bonus shoes! 


This shoe, made by one of the most 
famous manufacturers in the U.S. 

) retails in stores at $39.95. The 
Hanover Shoe of identical 
style, identical quality 
and, in two ways, 
superior, sells for 
just $21.95. And 
this is the shoe 
you can have 
as a free 
bonus. 


COMPARE 
THESE FEATURES 


1. Upper Leather, Both uppers are Barrett's Al- 
pine full grain calfskin. 

2. Linings. Both shoes are fully leather lined, 

3, Outsoles. Both shoes have full grained oak 
tanned leather outsoles of the same quality 
and thickness. 

4. Heels. Both shoes have leather heels with 
steel V Plate for extra wear. 

5. Innersoles. Both shoes feature genuine leather 
innersoles but only the Hanover has a cush- 
ion between the outsole and the innersole 
for added comfort. 

6, Steel Arch Support, Both shoes have a steel 
shank but only the Hanover Shoe has a longi- 
tudinal orch cushion as part of its famous 
Comfort Arch construction. 

7. Leather Storm Welt. Both shoes have a leather 
reverse storm welt running completely around 
the shoe. 

8. Laces. Better looking, longer wearing Cordo- 
Hyde laces are in both shoes. 

9. Fit. Both shoes are made over identical wood- 
en lasts purchased from the same last manu- 
facturer. 
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Gordon King, Vice President 
The Hanover Shoe, Inc, 
550 Carlisle St., Hanover, Pa. 17331 


Dear Mr. King: 


Send on your sales kit free and postage pre- 
paid. My only obligation is to SHOW the 
Hanover Catalog to ten men. If the orders they 
give me voluntarily show that | can make good 
money in spare time, | will keep the catalog 
and sales kit and continue showing. If | am not 
enthusiastic about the profits to be made | will 
return the sales kit by mail and will owe you 
nothing. 


It is also understood that | will have my 
choice of a pair of Hanover Shoes — at any price 
up to $21.95—(the $39.95 value) when | have 
sent in orders for only ten pair of shoes which 
have been accepted by my customers 


ee es ee ee ese ee ee 


Name 

Addréss 

City 

State Zip. 
[havea car. Year. 


My home phone number is 
[_] Ihave never sold shoes before. 
Ta | have sold shoes for 
[_] | will work spare time 
El I'll carry as a sideline 
a My present occupation is 
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JOE WEIDER 
PRESENTS 


THE TRIM MASCULINE 


Here’s where you shop for your “‘BODY SHAPERS FOR THE 70’s’’—to Shape You Up— 


to help You Lose Weight or Gain Weight—and create a more Masculine, Virile You! 


MUSCLE UP 
& MAKE OUT! 


PUT MUSCLE 
IN YOUR MUSCLES WITH ONE TWIST! 


Quickly add up to 2” on your arms, 
4” on your chest. Build rippling back 
muscles. Thick, broad shoulders. The 
power to lift girls over your head with one 
arm! One twist of the 007" TWISTER 
and every muscle in your body ripples 
with new vigor and power. Builds strong 
muscles FAST!—muscles that make you 
an action-packed guy and a super- 
charged tiger with the girls! Easy-to-use. 
No adjustments. No assembly. Use it 
right out of the box for instant muscle- 
building fun! Made of chromed-steel 
tubing, the TWISTER is tough... dura- 
ble... like you'll be! Guaranteed to mus- 
cle you up or your money back. ORDER 
NOW! Only $9.98 


GUARANTEE: If after using the TWISTER 
3 days you're not convinced you can 
quickly twist it for cobra-like muscles in 
your atms...more muscles on your 
chest... broader shoulders . . . wider 
back...a he-man grip and dynamic 
power—then return it after 5 days for a 
full refund. Fair? So order the “007” 
TWISTER Now, while the limited supply 
lasts! This unusual offer may not be 
repeated again this year. 


2 ] 
FREE Complete, 
— ® illustrated 


*007"' POWER TWISTER 
Manual. Also, illustrated 

* conditioning course, 
/ dealing with the new 
aerobics training that 
muscularizes your body 
with athletic vigor, speed 

D and agility. Written by 


S Joe Weider, Trainer of 

' Champions. Yours FREE 
with your TWISTER. 
ORDER NOW! 


EXTRA BONUS GIFT: 3 
copies of Muscle Builder 
magazine, worth $1.80 
... yours FREE! 


PRICED AT ONLY 


39.98 <3 


£ = 
WITH COURSE 


AND Mane Ov 


This “Killer 
Karate Krusher” 
gives you pulverizing 
hand power! 


Just 5 minutes a day for 30 days builds 
your hands into granite-hard battering- 
rams of power! Simply fit your fingers 
into the leather grippers, and with your 
very first squeeze, you'll instantly start 
building invincible new power into every 
tendon and ligament 

of your hands 
and fingers! 


MAYBE YOU . 
DON'T WANT TO a j 
BREAK A BRICK IN ——*— 

TWO WITH YOUR BARE FISTS OR RIP 
A PHONE BOOK IN HALF — BUT 
WOULDN'T IT BE GREAT IF YOU COULD? 


Here’s a brand new way... a fantas- 
tically successful system that turns your 
hands into fearsome, devastating arse- 
nals of power! Based on centuries-old 
secrets of Japanese Killer Cults and a 
Space Age hand-building principle, my 
KILLER KARATE KRUSHER can make 
you into a two-fisted tank of power... 
able to take care of yourself... any- 
time ...anywhere...in all ‘situations! 
You'll never again fear any man or turn 
away from any challenge. ORDER IT 
TODAY! Only $9.95 postpaid. 


MY GUARANTEE TO YOU: You'll own 
fearsome, ferocious, crippling arsenals 
of hand power—and become a “Terror- 
Fighter,"’ able to take care of yourself 
in every situation — IN 30 DAYS — or 
your money back! 

GREAT FOR SPORTS, TOO! FEAR NO MANI 


ie fr 


My‘‘Killer Karate’ Course 
... ‘The Deadly Art of 
Hand Fighting.” Shows 


——= dozens of ways to dis- 


| aaa ' arm and counter-attack 

oe | any man, whatever his 

———— | size! Yours FREE if you 
| 


order the KILLER KA- 
RATE KRUSHER Now! 
PRICED AT ONLY 


$9.98 


KARATE KRUSHER & COURSE 


$8.00 


THE END o: 1 
SKINNY BODY 


Drink on as much as 14 pounds in the 
next 14 days this delicious FUN way! 


BEFORE—James Parker at AFTER 14 days on the 
a thin 158 pounds. Crash-Weight Plan, Jim 
weighed 175 pounds. 


GAINS 14 POUNDS IN 14 DAYS! 


HEY YOU SKINNY GUYS! Thousands are doing it 
every day. WHY NOT YOU? Here's a totally new 
breed of nutritional ‘‘wildcat’’ drink that’s guaran- 
teed to put an end to your pune Soni, muscle- 
poor body... through a new, scientifically-blended 
milkshake-tasting drink. Crash-Weight Formula #7 
Plan puts meat on your frame. Fleshes out your 
narrow, shallow chest, skinny arms and spindly eas. 
eey likes a bag of bones! With my proven Crash- 
Weight Plan you just drink 4 milk-shake-delicious, 
glasses with your regular meals and take in an 
extra 3500 calories daily...to help you pile on 
the weight FAST! (it's the calories that count when 
you want to put on some handsome weight!) The 
nice thing about my weight-gain plan is that it’s so 
easy to take. No complicated exercises to do. No 
bloating, heavy-as-lead foods to force intd your sys- 
tem. The Formula #7 Plan does all the work. . . you 
just sit around, take it easy, be as lazy as you want 
—and in a few days you'll see measurable weight 
gains pile up! Check the coupon for the Plan and 
flavor you want to use to put an end to your skinny 
body. Guaranteed to put weight on you or your 
money back. 


To add up to 14 pounds in 
the next 14 days you need: 


@ 14-day supply of Crash-Weight Formula #7 
® 14-day supply of Appetite-Stimulating tablets, and 


Weight-Gaining Course. A 
48-page illustrated guide 
crammed with step-by-step 
instructions in weight-gaining basics. PLUS 3 copies 


of Mr. America magazine, worth $1.80...yours FREE! 


7-day supply: $8.00 © 14-day supply: $14.98 
(Your choice of Chocolate or Vanilla flavor) 


PRICED AT ONLY 


FOR A WEEK'S 2 
SUPPLY & COURSE 3 


BODY LOOK FOR THE 70'S! 


Your Good Looks—Your Health—Your Virility—are Your responsibility. So Start NOW to use one or more 
of these ‘‘Body Shapers For the 70’s’’. Shake up your physical fitness program and Light Up the 70’s! 


4 The NEW 


‘3 HOME FITNESS JOGGER 


You'll Start to Look 
Better—Feel Better— 
Shape Up—Live Longer 
and be more Virile in 
the Next 14 Days! 


ALL THE BENEFITS OF 
JOGGING WITHOUT LEAVING 
YOUR HOME! 


6 minutes on the New Weider 
AEROBICS JOGGER gives you 
the same benefits as a 3-mile 
run. Or the equivalent of 
4 hours or more of golf. Ora 
full hour’s workout in the gym! 
Guaranteed to burn calories—melt fat—toughen your 
muscles—strengthen your heart and lungs—and viril- 
ize your body fast! 


WHO EVER SAW A FAT RUNNER? 

If you've held yourself back from getting the rich fit- 
ness-building benefits of jogging because you don't 
want nosy neighbors to stare at you or risk being 
nipped by unfriendly dogs, forget it! Now with Weider's 
New AEROBICS HOME FITNESS JOGGER you can jog for 
miles without ever having to step outside the comfort 
and privacy of your own home! 

That's right. Just set the AEROBICS JOGGER on the 
floor in any part of your house, step on its easy-on-the- 
feet special spring cushion and jog away to your heart's 
content—and good health! 


JOG YOURSELF INTO SHAPE IN JUST 
6 MINUTES A DAY 
One of the world’s longest distance runners says 6 
minutes of jogging on the AEROBICS JOGGER gives vou 
the same benefit as jogging two miles! Just 3 minutes 
in the morning and 3 minutes at night helps build 
healthy heart and lung action, relaxes tensions, tones 
muscles. Besides that you'll burn off fat-forming cal- 
ories fast, flatten and toughen your mid-section, trim 
your hips and buttocks and slim down all over. 
You owe it to yourself to get back into virile, healthy 
shape this fast, scientifcally-proven way! 


EASY TO STORE—MADE TO LAST 
Weider’s New AEROBICS HOME FITNESS JOGGER is sci- 
entifically-constructed with special coil springs nestled 
in a thick polyurethane cushion, designed to simulate 

, the action of real road jogging. It's easy on the feet, 
too—like running on grass that acts as a “shock ab- 
sorber” to the feet. It measures 20”x 22”x 4”, is light- 
weight and stores easily in the smallest space. The 
sturdy hand strap on side makes it easy and convenient 
to carry with you on trips, vacations, etc. Order yours 
now! Ideal for gift-giving, too. Only $9.95 


New Aerobic/Circuit Training 
“Shape Up” Routine 


Same 6-minutes-a-day program you can 
use at home, which actors, movie stars, 
and models use to quickly Shape Up and 
Firm Up their bodies into youthful, virile, 
he-man lines. ALSO INCLUDES: techniques 
to help your body utilize your food intake 
more efficiently and keep you sleek and 
slim all your life—as well as strengthen 
~f| your heart and lungs. Indoor and outdoor 
een” methods explained. How much and how 

4 - often to jog. How to measure benefits 

: received... everything you need to know 
about jogging is here. You're guaranteed 

Aerobic visual results in just 2 weeks or money 
Fitness Jogger back. Tested by thousands—including U.S. 
B8er pir Force. START NOW TO SHAPE UP — 

& Course SLIM DOWN —and VIRILIZE YOUR BODY! 


$9.98 


*For faster waist and hips losses 
—see inches go fast—wear 
SLIM GARD while jogging. 


aerobics | |. Semel 


Dow & 
Make Out 


with 


JOE WEIDER'S 


SLIM: 


THE INSTANT BSLIMMER 


Just slip on Joe Weider’s New ‘Science Weapon", SLIM 
GARD and instantly start trimming your waist and hips 
to a sexy-slim size — without dieting — without tedious 
exercise! 

And when combined with the ''Slimmer's Routine" SLIM 
GARD can really flatten your pot belly and ‘‘pulverize’’ 
unwanted fat away from all over your body! Here's Proof: 
In a controlled University test, students reported waist 
losses of up to 344 inches and overall fat losses of 17 
pounds—IN ONLY 2 WEEKS! They called it a “small mir- 
acle” the way it worked so fast! 

Yes. SLIM GARD has really revolutionized weight reduc- 
ing. Men everywhere are regaining their youthful, virile 
appearance by wearing it under their clothes and letting 
it work for them as they sit, stand, walk, run, bend, eat, 
watch TV or relax. It turns the simplest body movement 
into a waist-trimming exercise without effort. It can work 
“miracles” on yout waistline, too. 

And remember, SLIM GARD is hidden —no one knows — 
nothing shows . . . SLIM GARD's secret is its gentle but 
firm “hugging action that keeps warm air in—cool air 
out, trimming Inches effortlessly away! 

SLIM GARD and the “Slimmer's Routine" work effectively 
for the fat or slender man. Simple instructions are in- 
cluded for the man who wants to quickly lose 20 to 40 
pounds . .. and for the slender fellow who wants to lose 
only a few inches off his waist without losing weight. 
And remember, SLIM GARD is hidden —no one knows — 
nothing shows . . . except’the inches that go. You're 
guaranteed impressive results in 14 days or your money 
back! 


USE THIS SHAPE UP.. 


JOE WEIDER 


Union City, N.J. 07087 


531-32nd Street 
Dept. 162-31PS 


Dear Joe: 
Thanks for letting me know about your 


“Shape-Up” . . 
products. Please send me the items checked 
below, along with my FREE gifts. | under- 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| . “Muscle-Up" courses and 
! stand all your products carry a full money- 
| 

| 

| 

! 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

l 


back guarantee ... no “ifs” .. . “ands” 
... or “buts”. 


l enclose check or 
money order for: $ 


NAME AGE 
ADDRESS 


CciTY 


FREE! THE SLIMMER’S 
s 

ROUTINE 
Savvy Slimming Tricks to Shape You Up 
and Trim You Down. Here's Part 3 to 
the Slimming Formula—the suprisingly 
effortless ‘Aerobic /Circuit” training 
routine used by athletes, coaches 
and models to get into shape fast. 
Within 14 days you'll be Firmer, 
Slimmer, More Energetic and 
Stronger—creating a New. Youthful. 
Sexier more Exciting You! IT’S YOURS 
FREE—with SLIM GARD! 


INSTANTLY LOOK SLIMMER 


LOSE UP TO 3.25 INCHES IN 14 DAYS! 
Go Ahead ... Start Moving Your Belt Back A 
Few Notches, Instantly... And Keep It There. 


THE SLIM GARD $ 
(Made to Last for Years) 
with The Slimmer's Routine 


Comes in sizes: Medium & Large 


. MUSCLE-UP COUPON! 


007" TWISTER, Free course & 3 
1 C] copies of Muscle Builder magazine 
f .» only $9.95 


Cl KILLER KARATE KRUSHER & Free ‘'Kil- 
ler Karate" course ........ only $9.95 


CRASH-WEIGHT FORMULA #7 PLAN 
with Free course (check one): 


[_] 7-Day Supply only $ 8.00 
bay 14-Day Supply ......ses-+ only $14.98 


Check flavor desired:() Chocolate 
O Vanilla 


Cl FITNESS JOGGER & Free ‘‘Aerobic/ 
Circuit Training” course only $9.95 


SLIM DOWN & MAKE OUT KIT with 

SLIM GARD and the Free ‘‘Slimmer's 

Routine” only $11.95 

Check waist size:C Medium (30-38) 
D Large (39-47) 


755 


Specially Written for All-Star Sports 
By Ben Olan 


Associated Press Sports Reporter 
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@Tom Johnson’s face was flushed as 
he stormed into the Boston Bruins’ 
dressing room at the end of the first pe- 
riod of the game between Boston and 
Philadelphia early this season. 

There was good reason for the rookie 
coach to be angry. His team was trailing 
2-0 before the usual capacity crowd of 
more than 14,000 in Boston Garden. 
“Look, you just can’t expect to show 
up wearing Bruins’ sweaters and expect 
to win hockey games,”’ Johnson fumed. 
“You’ve gotta go out there and work.” 

Johnson’s pep talk worked wonders. 
The Bruins outshot the Flyers 22-3 in 
the second period, took a 3-2 lead and 
went on to record a victory. However, 
Johnson wasn’t entirely satisfied. 

“This team can play better than it 
has been playing,” said the man who re- 
placed.capable Harry Sinden as coach of 
the defending Stanley Cup titleholders. 
“Right now we're battling for every 
game.” 

Boston’s pugnacious hockey club has 
been battling for every game since and 


the Bruins’ roughhouse tactics, 
has nickname of “Dirty Derek.” 


THERE'S TROUBLE 
AHEAD FOR THE 


Canadiens’ Jean Beliveau (4, ly 


restrained Bobby Orr (4) during res 


wild brawl. N.H.L. referee John | 
Ashley watched with arms folded. 
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There are shadows of old feud 
_ and a new shadow for Bobby 
Orr. They could combine to 
make it tough for the champs. , 
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BRAWLING BRUINS 


c A % 
Fans at Boston Garden came to 

the aid of Bruins and fought with 
Jean Houle (left, 14) and Guy 
Lapointe (5) of the Canadiens. 
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Puck sailed off of Bruins’ goalie Gerry Cheev- 
ers’ arm as he made save against St. Louis. 
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Game officials had their hands full trying to separate players during this brawl! which broke 
out in first period of Bruins-Red Wings game. After order was restored, Detroit won, 5-3. 


victories will not come easy either from 
now until the end of the regular season 
in April. 

The road ahead is not going to be 
easy simply because the Bruins are the 
reigning champions, because a number 
of players on the other teams have old 
scores to settle with the Bruins’ ruffians 
and because, in the New York Rangers, 
Boston has a most formidable rival for 
Eastern Division honors in the National 
Hockey League. 

Complacency is another factor John- 
son has to contend with. His fat cats 
have won by slim margins when, in 
some instances, they should have won 
easily. Other times they have lost when 
they should at least have wound up with 
a tie. 

In the October 29 game against De- 
troit, the Bruins had fought back to gain 
a 2-2 deadlock after trailing by two 
goals. However, in the third period the 
Red Wings took advantage of an inept 
defense to rally for a 5-3 triumph. “‘We 
gave them too many easy goals,” John- 
son complained later. ‘“‘Nobody was 
near their guys when they finished off 
two goals in the third period.” 

The Bruins’ defense is rarely inept, 
particularly when Bobby Orr, the bril- 
liant rearguard, is at the top of his game. 


The fact, though, is that the 22-year-old 
superstar is well behind the pace that 
enabled him to accomplish the unprece- 
dented feat for a defenseman of leading 
the circuit in scoring with 120 points 
last season. 

Orr was all over the ice last year. 
During the off-season he was all over the 
banquet circuit. It is the view of many 
people close to the Boston hockey scene 
that young Bobby spent far too much 
time travelling to banquets and getting 
himself involved in charity events during 
the summer months. 

The Bruins’ ace is also getting himself 
involved in some on-the-ice fights. most 
among them provoked by opposing 
players. The strategy simply is to get 
Bobby off the ice into the penalty box 
where he is likely to do the least harm. 

Early this season, Wayne Hillman of 
Philadelphia and Derek Sanderson, the 
Bruins’ scrappy forward, squared off in 
Boston Garden. Orr was on the fringe of 
the fistic exchange when Larry Hillman, 
Wayne’s brother and teammate, began 
mixing it up with Bobby. “I was trying 
to keep Orr away,” Larry explained. 
“He kept asking me if I wanted to go, so 
I said yes. Any time I can get him to 
take a five-minute penalty, it has to help 
us.” 


Almost everyone in the NHL realizes 
that to stop the Bruins, Orr must be 
stopped. Scotty Bowman, one of hock- 
ey’s most inventive men, realized just 
that last May when he led his over- 
matched St. Louis Blues against Orr and 
his Bruin playmates in the Stanley Cup 
finals. 

“Let’s face it,’ Bowman said at the 
time, “we don’t have a chance unless we 
stop Orr. It’s as plain and simple as that. 
To beat Boston, you have to first beat 
Bobby Orr.” 

Bowman then sat down and, in six 
hours, devised the Orr Shadow, which 
he used throughout the series in an at- 
tempt to at least equalize Bobby. What 
Bowman did was have one of his play- 
ers—mostly Jim Roberts, a fine defen- 
sive player—shadow Orr every time Bob- 
by stepped on the ice. 

The Bruins swept the series in four 
games, but Orr’s individual offensive ef- 
forts were curtailed. “In the future,” 
Bowman predicted, “I don’t think he’ll 
have it as easy. He’ll see a lot more of 
what he saw in the playoffs. There’ll be 
some variations. It’s inevitable. The only 
way to stop Orr is not to let him get 
started. That’s what we tried to do and 
I’m convinced other teams will pick up 
the idea. 

“Another thing,” Bowman added, after Canadiens’ Phil Roberto. Bel 
“he'll get hit more. He'll be shadowed % ER 
and hit and agitated and he’ll get frus- 
trated and draw more pendlties. That 
wasn’t done in the past. Nobody hit 
him. They just stood there and watched 
him like he was God or something. They 
were awed by him. Everybody was awed 
by him.” 

“Hitting him should be automatic,” 
says Vic Stasiuk, the Philadelphia coach. 
“IT know one thing, we’re trying to hit 
him more. If we can’t do it often 
enough, we'll get someone who can.” 

The Bruins got someone else who can 
hit this season—Ted Green. The rough- 
tough defenseman has returned after an 
absence of a full year caused by a skull 
fracture suffered in a September, 1969 
altercation with Wayne Maki. Green, 
one of the circuit’s more combative 
players, is skating while wearing a hel- 
met and performing reasonably well. 
However, it remains to be seen in the 
latter stages of the longer and more 
gruelling 78-game schedule just how far 
he has come back. 

He was little help to the Bruins’ 
-cause early this year—particularly in the 
exhibition games. A report on his per- 
formance during a pre-season encounter 
against St. Louis read: “‘One of the sad 
sights was the play of Ted Green, mak- 
ing a comeback after sitting out the 
1969-70 campaign with a fractured 
skull. He looked uncoordinated and 
clumsy and was unable to get off an ef- 
fective shot.” 

“T could have creamed him a couple 
of times,’ admitted Bob Plager, the 

(Continued on page 54) 
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Specially Written for All-Star Sports 


By George Girsch 
Nationally Known Sports Authority 


@No matter if it’s sports, politics or 
what have you, the name of the game is 
winning. Nobody remembers who 
finished second. That’s been the story 
since the beginning of time. Nobody 
loves a loser. And, according to Wilt 
Chamberlain, “‘Nobody loves Goliath,” 
either. 

That might be the feeling when it 
comes to Wilt Chamberlain, but nobody 
seems to have that attitude when it 
comes to Lew Alcindor, the kind-size 
prize package of the Milwaukee Bucks, 
the ball club which hopefully aims to 
dethrone the New York Knicks as king- 
pins of the National Basketball Associa- 
tion. 

The large Mr. Alcindor is doing all 
that is expected of him and then some, 
like scoring 53 points in a game. He, of 
course, is being greatly aided and 
abetted by Oscar Robertson, the Big O, 
no mean slough himself. It would be re- 
dundant to add anything to the state- 
ment that Robertson is one of the 
greatest basketball stars who ever lived. 

When two stars of this magnitude are 
members of the same outfit, hopes run 
extremely high among the players, club 
brass and fans. That is of course why 
the Bucks obtained Oscar from Cincin- 


With Alcindor and Robertson leading the 
way, Bucks won 11 of first 12 NBA games. 
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“Oscar has made my job much easier than it ever has been,” says Alcindor of the Big O. 
“It's great to have somebody there whom you know can do his job every time.” 


ALGINDOR ano 


What They Think 


Here are the intangibles they see that can 
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States Oscar, “The Royals never had a big man so | had to adjust. Now all | have to do is 
play guard. Getting the ball to Lew is no adjustment, it’s a pleasure.” 


ROBERTSON: 


About Each Other 


fuse them into the deadliest hoop duo yet. 


nati—in order to bring a championship 
to the beer city. The only thing is, it 
ain’t quite as easy as it looks. 

Oh sure, Alcindor and Robertson 
give the Bucks the best 1-2 punch in the 
NBA. They are basketball’s Mr. Inside 
and Mr. Outside. There is nothing on a 
shellacked floor they cannot do—and do 
it better than any other combo. 

Last season, with just Alcindor and a 
supporting cast, Milwaukee was able to 
win 56 and lose 26. So, naturally, the 
feeling is that, with the Big O, there are 
no heights the Bucks cannot attain. 

But, there are so many intangibles 
and ifs along the way that it is sheer 
folly to concede championships because 
of pre-season predictions and indica- 
tions or the logic of seemingly one-sided 
trades. 

There was once a baseball player 
named Clint Hartung, who came up 
with the New York Giants almost 25 
years ago. He was rated the greatest dis- 
covery since powdered eggs. It was said 
that his playing with the Giants would 
only be a stopping-off point on his way 
to the Hall of Fame at Cooperstown. 
That’s right, you don’t remember him. 
In batting practice, the Hondo Hurri- 
cane was a marvel, but, somehow, once 
the game began, he couldn’t seem to 
make his bat connect with the ball, 
especially if it curved. Clint hung 
around for a few seasons, even tried to 
make it as a pitcher, but faded out and 
never did become a regular. 

When the Los Angeles Lakers obtain- 
ed Wilt Chamberlain from the Phila- 
delphia 76ers a few seasons back, the 
majority of hoop experts said that the 
Lakers, with the Terrible Trio of 
Chamberlain, Elgin Baylor and Jerry 
West would dominate the NBA as no 
team before them—including the Boston 
Celtics—had ever done. P.S. The Lakers 
haven’t won a league crown yet. 

However, the Alcindor-Robertson 
duo seems to have blended into a good 
marriage for the Bucks. The Mutt-and- 
Jeff combination (though it seems 
funny to refer to a man 6-5 as a shorty) 
has worked together with a perfection 
seldom seen among superstars. 

Robertson never has been a selfish 
player. One of his greatest assets has 
been the ability to feed and pass off to 
teammates for baskets. He so desperate- 
ly wants to play with a winner after so 
many years of frustration with the Cin- 
cinnati Royals that he can taste it. 

Even at the comparatively advanced 
age of 32, the Big O still retains all his 
old mastery—skillful ball-handling, pass- 
ing and dribbling wizardry. There’s not 
much in the game he can’t do. 

Robertson has brought to Alcindor 
and the Bucks a talent which gives the 
club its first real opportunity to scale 
the wall that leads to a world title. 

Robertson himself is of the opinion 
that playing with Alcindor should pro- 
long his career. “In all my years as a 
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pro,” declares the Big O, “I’ve always 
had to adjust. The Royals never had a 
teal good big man, so that’s been the 
story of my career in Cincinnati, making 
adjustments. Now it’s different. All I 
have to do is play guard. That’s what I 
was always supposed to have been doing 
but never could before. Getting the ball 
into Lew has not been an adjustment, 
it’s a pleasure.”’ i 

Happiness for Oscar, when he played 
for the University of Cincinnati before 
joining the Royals, was winning year 
after year and setting all kinds of 
records. He was regarded as one of the 
greatest college players ever seen and 
was a sure bet to make it big as a pro in 
the NBA. 

Though the Big O had made plenty 
of dough and has had accolade upon 
accolade heaped upon him during his 10 
seasons as a pro, he has always dreamed 
of becoming a winner again. He has 
never been able to adjust to the thought 
of being an also-ran. It has griped him 
for lo, these many years, to be a 
member of a team that is a chronic 
loser. Oscar is a proud man, proud of 
himself, his team and his record. 

“Until coming to Milwaukee,” he 
says, “I thought I would end up without 
any opportunity whatsoever to play on 
a championship club.” 
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Oscar, seen here with wife Yvonne, and two daughters nixed a good 
Bullet deal. He jumped at chance to play for upcoming Milwaukee. 


Obviously, Alcindor has never played 
with anyone as good as Robertson be- 
fore and Oscar has never performed on 
the same club with anybody in Lew’s 
class. It has been mighty interesting, not 
only for both of them, but for the 
opposition as well. 

In many ways, Alcindor has made 
Robertson a better player than ever be- 
fore, if that can be possible. When a 
player is happy, contented, his sur- 
roundings very agreeable, he automa- 
tically adopts a more positive attitude 
than he has ever had before. He tries 
harder than ever before. He does things 
he didn’t think, with all his great talent, 
that he could do any more. That is what 
has happened to Robertson. 

And, conversely, the Big O has 
brought to the Big A a feeling and an 
admiration, the 7-1 3/8-inch center 
never has had before. Lew describes it 
thusly: 

“Oscar has made my job much easier 
than it ever has been. It’s just great to 
have somebody there who you know 
can do his job every time. That, of 
course, is no reflection on anyone we 
had back there last season. It’s just that 
Oscar is just the greatest. No one can 
compare with him.” 

It’s just about this time of the 
campaign that Alcindor and Robertson 


Robertson spent 10 frustrating years with Royals. The last was 
worst of all as feuds with management, injuries marred the season. 


will have reached their potential in 
working together. 

“It takes a while to get to know the 
individual moves and habits of a team- 
mate,”” explains Oscar. ““You have to 
learn where a fellow will be at certain 
times and when certain things occur. 
After a while it becomes a steady thing 
but sometimes that takes time to learn.” 

On the whole, however, when two 
great players, both with open minds and 
with one common goal, get together, 
there is not very much trouble or adjust- 
ing to do. Somehow they adapt to each 
other’s style more quickly than to any 
ordinary player’s. The great ones seem 
to have the knack of doing that rather 
expertly. That, obviously, is one of the 
reasons why they’re great. 

One of the reasons why Robertson is 
with Milwaukee is the large Mr. 
Alcindor. In fact, Oscar chose to play 
with the Bucks. He had a choice of any 
number of teams to play with, so help 
us Curt Flood. It seems that during the 
middle of the 1969-70 season, Royals’ 
mentor Bob Cousy decided that the Big 
O had to go. The Cooz, Cincinnati’s new 
coach, had previously swapped Jerry 
Lucas, the Royals’ other big name play- 
er to the San Francisco Warriors. Cousy 
had determined that neither Lucas nor 
Robertson fit in with his plans for the 


future, despite their great stature as 
stars of the NBA. 

A deal with the Baltimore Bullets 
was arranged whereby the Big O would 
be traded for forward Gus Johnson. 
Robertson, however, invoked a clause in 
his contract which gave him the right to 
veto any deal he didn’t like or go toa 
team he did not want to play for. 

There were several other teams who 
were desirous of obtaining Robertson’s 
services, following the season, among 
them the Phoenix Suns, New York 
Knicks and the Indiana Pacers of the 
American Basketball Association. 

A former roommate of Oscar’s on 
the Royals, Wayne Embry, recommend- 
ed the Bucks. Oscar asked around, 
found out for himself about the whys 
and wherefors and the potential of play- 
ing in Milwaukee, liked what he dis- 
covered and okayed the Bucks as a 
future stamping ground. Thus, not long 
after the °69-70 season ended, a trade 
was announced that sent the Big O to 
the Bucks from the Royals in exchange 
for Flynn Robinson and Charlie Paulk. 

Thus, the Bucks came up with their 
second superstar in two years. Alcindor 
had joined the club the year before by 
virture of a coin flip with the Phoenix 
Suns. Thus, in a very short space of 
time, the Milwaukee franchise has risen 
from a downtrodden position to one of 
high esteem with the possibility of a 
new dynasty being established. , 

It’s quite possible that of all the 
rags-to-riches tales, the Bucks could turn 
out to be the quickest turnabout of all, 
should they hit the very top this 
campaign. . 

Currently playing its third season as a 
member of the NBA, Milwaukee finish- 


ed a dismal last in its first outing, seem- 
ingly destined for basketball oblivion 
for many years to come. Then came the 
winning coin flip, the coming of Alcin- 
dor and a second place finish. Then 
came disenchantment for Robertson in 
Cincinnati and his donning a Bucks’ uni- 
form. 

Even before the arrival of the Big O, 
the Bucks were looked upon as the 
NBA’s coming club what with the mas- 
sive magic of Alcindor. With his size, 
agility and talent, he still was regarded 
as only the tip of,an iceberg last.season 
by enemy coaches. They could only 
dread what would happen to their teams 
once Big Lew gained more experience 
and realized the still untapped potential 
that lay within his skyscraper-like 
frame. 

Alcindor is one of the few pro sports 
figures who has come through in the 
manner that was predicted for him be- 
fore he actually engaged in a contest. He 
was so highly regarded that it was al- 
most a foregone conclusion that 
Milwaukee would emerge from the NBA 
cellar when’ he joined the team. But, 
that the Bucks would jump to as high a 
position as second and really turn out to 
be as solid a team as they were last sea- 
son was not figured. It was solely due to 
the tremendous play of Large Lew, who 
finished up leading the entire league in 
minutes played with a 43-minutes per 
game average, and finishing second in 
scoring to Jerry West with a 28.8 
average per game, but actually tallying 
more points than anyone else in the 
loop—2,361. 

Besides being one of the leaders in 
field goal percentage, Alcindor was third 
in rebound average with 14.5 per con- 
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test. There was no question that Big 
Lew was the single most dominant 
figure in the NBA last year and remains 
even more so during the current cam- 
paign. 

He has certain moves and shots that 
are virtually impossible to stop. Lew has 
developed a hook shot that has to be 
seen to be believed. He is the type, 
despite his success and the adulation 
attained thus far in his comparatively 
short career, who is continually trying 
to better himself. The one thing he has 
to do in order to completely fulfill the 
predictions of those who have pro- 
nounced him the finest player to have 
ever trod on a court, is to get as tough 
on the offensive backboard as he is on 
the defensive board. When that day 
arrives, no one will ever be able to hold 
a candle to the Biggest Buck of them all. 

Opposing players are in awe of Alcin- 
dor. Some of them claim that when he 
takes his hook shot, he is actually shoot- 
ing down at the basket, being above the 
tim. 

What gives the fans their biggest kick, 
though, is when Lew stuffs the ball into 
the hoop. Another thing that gives them 
a charge is the rare moment of seeing a 
7-foot-1 3/8 man dribble down the 
court in the manner of a backcourt 
guard killing the clock. 

(Continued on page 55) 


As a rookie sensation, the 711” Alcindor scored a sizzling 2,361 points. He is a sure bet to 
eclipse this mark now that he is teammed with one of the NBA immortals. 


Last year Bucks drove from last place to 
respectable 56-26 mark. Could win it all now. 


17 


The “Freight Train's’ locker 
is a favorite gathering place now. But he 
recalls when it was like a Siberian outpost. 


Specially Written for All-Star Sports 
By Jim Scott 


Author, Ernie Nevers: Football Hero 


WDaryle Lamonica raced back as if to 
pass as the Oakland Raiders launched 
their first drive against the Washington 
Redskins midway in the 1970 season. 

Suddenly he backhanded the ball to 
Hewritt Dixon. The powerful 6-1, 
230-pound fullback darted through a 
hole on the left side of the line, pump- 
ing the ball with one hand, his other 
serving as a cow-catcher. He stopped 
short for a second, then, resuming his 
flight, he stormed through two tacklers, 
paused to let two others shoot past him. 
In full flight now, he stiff-armed anoth- 
er assailant and rambled and rolled on 
39 yards to a touchdown. 

The day of the passenger train may 
be over but the Freight Train that» is 
Dixon is thundering down the tracks 
like the Twentieth Century Limited. 

The midnight train is slow and old, 

But of it let this thing be told, 

To its high honor be it said, 

It carried people home to bed. 

My cottage lamp shines white and 
clear. 


God bless the train that brought me 
here. 
Joyce Kilmer 
Some there were who wrote the 
Freight Train off as “slow and old” but, 
like Kilmer’s train, he brought the 
Raiders ‘“Shere’’—delivered them, that is, 
from a sorry start back into contention 
for the pro title. The winningest team in 
pro football the last three years, the 
Raiders blew two and tied one of their 
first three games. 
Now, in the key contest against 
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Dixon (35), running against Washington above, was a tight end at 
Denver until he was rescued by Al Davis and the Raid 
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Fred Biletnikoff (25, above) catches a Lamonica pass against San 
Diego. Below, Dixon is sent sprawling by Ray Nitschke of Packers. 
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Washington, which had just routed un- 
beaten Detroit, the Freight Train was 
shaking up the football firmament 
again. He ran for 164 yards in 18 carries 
to take over the rushing lead in the 
American Conference and to establish 
himself as perhaps the best running back 
in the game. 

Just how good is Hewritt? How 
would he compare with such all-time 
fullbacks as Bronco Nagurski, Ernie 


Nevers, Jimmy Brown, Jim Thorpe, et 
al? 

“You’d have to rate Dixon with the 
best,” appraises the legendary Nevers 
who has seen them all. ““‘The great ones 
exploded through the line as if fired 
from a cannon. Dixon, on the other 
hand, uses his brain as well as his power 
and speed. He often slows up near the 
line of scrimmage to pick the best holes. 
He can do this for he has the strength to 


Old pro George Blanda came off the bench in four games this season to lead Oakland 
drives. In one he kicked a 52 ae field goal in final seconds to gain oe tie with pests, 
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Merce 4 files. to , beat defensive formations by audibilizing,”” 
Dixon of his teammate (3, above). At right, Hewritt gets good block 
from Eugene Upshaw (63) and picks up three yards against Boston. 
Don Webb (42) moves in to make play. Oakland won, 41-10. 


says 


ward off tacklers and the acceleration to 
take advantage of late-opening holes. He 
blocks better than most of the former 
greats, and he also has the hands and 
balance to make the swing pass work.” 
The nation’s huge Monday night TV 
audience, looking in on the Washington 
rout, knew at once that Dixon had re- 
covered the form that was his up to his 
last big game at Houston in 1968, just 
before a series of injuries overtook him. 
It was well the Redskin rouser was 
telecast nationally for otherwise the 
new pro football fans might not have 
learned of the fearful Freight Train. 
This is because Hewritt then was not 
talking to the press. “‘They’re all a 
bunch of front runners,” he fumed. 
“They only come around when you’re 
going great.” 


So, after he had accepted the game 
ball following the thumping of Washing- 
ton, he showered quickly, dressed and 
departed before. the writers were admit- 
ted to the dressing room. 

However, his actions probably had 
said it all. His violent, bone-jarring 
exhilerating return to form had spoken 
eloquently in his behalf. 

Dixon had completely withdrawn 
from the public’s eye. He lives alone in 
an apartment in Oakland. His unlisted 
telephone number is a tightly held 
secret, to which even the Raider 
organization is not privileged. 

Only his wife, Gerri, who remained 
in Florida to work on her Master’s 
degree, and two of his teammates, Willie 
Brown and Gene Upshaw, know the 
number. The two Dixon children, 
Hewritt, II, 9, and Juarvuna, 8, are 
with their mother. 

Hewritt must be mistaken about the 
Bay Area press. The writer has known 
of no local criticism of the Freight 
Train. In fact, George Ross, sports 
editor of the Oakland Tribune, has al- 
ways ranked Dixon right up there with 
the best fullbacks of all time. 

However, both Brown and Upshaw 
agreed that Dixon’s stand against the 
San Francisco area press made complete 
sense to them. 

“T can understand exactly how 
Hewritt feels,” said the genial Brown. 


“He’s been surprised and criticized so 
long he feels he no longer needs the 
writers and other critics since he’s re- 


covered from his injuries and can stand 
on his record.” 

Agreed Upshaw: “So many folks 
have been down-grading Hewritt. But no 
other fullback today compares with 
him. The others don’t run like he does, 
block like he does or catch passes as he 
does. Now that he’s healthy again, he’s 
quicker and his healed shoulder lets him 
use his stiff arm again. He’s one back 
who can make yardage without 
blockers.” 

Actually, Dixon feels he’s in better 
shape now than before his injuries. In 
1966, his weight sometimes ballooned 
up to 255; today it’s dipping below 230. 

In the early months of 1970, he 
worked out daily with weights at the 
Berkeley YMCA and then ran several 
miles at various speeds at the neighbor- 
ing Berkeley High track. He also taught 
in the Oakland school system. 

How does Hewritt compare the 
toughness he’s encountered as a running 
back with that of 1968, when he was 
last in shape? 

“Tt’s tougher today,” he replied. 
“No, not because we’re in the NFL 
now. I see no difference in. the two 
leagues. The line-backers and front fours 
are no bigger, nor faster than they were 
in 1968. But they’re a lot smarter. I 
used to run against only a four-three 
defense. Now it’s likely to be anything. 

““Lamonica tries to beat these forma- 
tions by audibilizing. But Denver even 
shifted again after Daryle had changed 
our signal. That’s why I have to do a bit 


Dixon, being tackled by Bobby Bell (78) of Chiefs, says, ‘The linebackers and front fours 
are a lot smarter now. | used to run against only a 4-3 defense. Now it might be anything.”’ 


of inspecting myself before I burst 
ahead.” 

Dixon is a. sensitive, thoughtful 
athlete, more serious-minded than most 
football players, though his short- 
clipped moustache and twinkling dark 
eyes lend a debonair touch to his bear- 
ing. 

Like most black players, he has a 
keen ear for music. But Hewritt has 
gone far behind the mere appreciation 
expressed by most gridders. 

In fact, he is the manager and owner 
of a nine-piece Florida rock band, 
“Funk, Inc.” 

While visiting his spouse at Florida A 
& M early in 1970, Dixon attended an 
interscholastic concert designed to 
introduce new musical groups. 

Hearing he was in town and knowing 
that he was a Florida A & M legend who 
had made good in pro ball, the Funk 
youngsters looked him up to ask him to 
back them financially. 

After auditing them, Hewritt was so 
impressed he had an attorney draw upa 
contract at once. In return for paying 
the group expenses so it can hit the 
road, Dixon will receive a share of 
future profits. 

“I think it’s a good deal for both of 
us,” allowed Dixon. 

Dixon first electrified the AFL in 
1966. Rescued by Al Davis from abject 
disuse at Denver, Dixon seemed to be 
going nowhere at Oakland after Davis 
left to become AFL commissioner. It 

(Continued on page 57) 


MY GIOVE _ 
NEVER GOT ME 


A PENNY! - 
BROOKS ROBINSON 


Salary talks have always revolved around what he did at the plate says 
the hot corner wizard. But now he plans to change all that. 


Specially Written for All-Star Sports 
By Alan Goldstein 
Sports Reporter--Baltimore Sun 


Many experts consider Robinson the best de- 
fensive third sacker since Pie Traynor. 


@it was the eighth inning of the fifth 
and final game of the 1970 World 
Series. Brooks Robinson watched help- 
lessly as Cincinnati relief pitcher Clay 
Carroll cut the outside corner of the 
plate for strike three. But as Brooks 
walked slowly back to the Oriole dug- 
out, over 45,000 fans at Memorial 
Stadium gave him a standing ovation. 

It was a rare tribute to a ballplayer 
who ranks side by side with Johnny 
Unitas, strip queen Blaze Starr and the 
world famous crab cakes as Baltimore’s 
major natural resources. 

Oriole fans have long recognized the 
balding 33-year-old third baseman’s 
extraordinary ability. But now they 
share this appreciation with the millions 
of baseball fans who witnessed Robin- 
son’s incomparable performance in the 
Series. 

Gifted pitchers like Christy Mathew- 
son, Walter Johnson, Lefty Gomez, 
Whitey Ford and Bob Gibson have 
sparkled in Series competition and 
dynamic sluggers like Babe Ruth, Lou 
Gehrig, Charley Keller and Mickey 
Mantle have dominated the post-season 
classic with their mighty bats. But never 
has a player equalled the all-round 
brilliance Robinson displayed in his 
utter destruction of the vaunted Big 
Red Machine. 

The modest Arkansas native, who has 
never been mentioned in the same 
breath with contemporaries Mantle, 


Willie Mays, Hank Aaron, Roberto 
Clemente and teammate Frank Robin- 
son for the way he swings a bat, looked 
like Murderers’ Row all rolled up into 
one the way he pummeled Cincinnati 
pitching. 

He batted .429, walloped two home 
runs and batted in six runs. He also tied 
a bunch of five-game Series records for 
hits (9), total bases (17) and long hits 
(4). 

But it was his sensational glovework 
that eye witnesses will be telling their 
grandchildren about 20 and 30 years 
from now. By the end of the Series, the 
awe-struck Reds were calling the 
Orioles’ human vacuum cleaner 
“Hoover”? and everybody understood. 

“He doesn’t belong in the major 
leagues,” said Pete Rose, the Reds’ 
ever-hustling outfielder. “‘He belongs in 
a higher league somewhere. He can’t 
make those plays and I don’t care how 
many golden gloves he got.” 

No Redleg was hurt more by Brook’s 
presence at third than youthful super- 
star Johnny Bench, who was robbed of 
at least three extra base hits during the 
short Series. 

“TI never saw Billy Cox and I certain- 
ly never saw Pie Traynor,” said the All- 
Star catcher, “but if they were any 
better at playing third than this guy, 
they had to be inhuman.” 

After Brooks made a _ sensational 
diving catch across the third base line to 


Robinson made impossible catch to rob Reds’ Johnny Bench of sure hit in the fifth game of World Series. However the Orioles’ star feels his 
fielding exploits have been shunted to the side when contract time rolls around. Now, he will have a lot of bargaining power with front office. 


rob him of a sure two-bagger in the 
third game, Bench decided it was time 
to have a heart-to-heart talk with his 
nemesis. 

“The next time Brooks came up to 
bat,’’ Bench recalled, “I told him the 
only way I was going to get the ball past 
him was to hit it over his head. You 
can’t get it by him hitting it on either 
side of him. There’s no space to hit the 
ball between the foul line and shortstop. 
He catches everything. He’s unreal, 
that’s all.” 

By the third game, however, the 
Reds were almost beginning to take 
Robinson’s acrobatic plays as a matter 
of course. 

He had won the opening game in Cin- 
cinnati with a seventh-inning homer off 
Reds’ ace righthander Gary Nolan. And, 
only an inning earlier, Brooks had pre- 
served a 3-3 tie with an incredible defen- 
sive play. He lunged to his right to back- 


Brooks has been overshadowed by Oriole sluggers such as Frank Robinson and Boog Powell. 
But he came up with a very respectable .276 batting average in 1970 
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Mt Ot PO a tacit 6B atte 
Brooks (seen here sliding home in Twins playoff game), is a hustler. After fifteen seasons it 
finally looks as if he will get his first $100,000 contract from Oriole management. 


Brooks is a modest person, but you won’t see him back up to the pay window. He can be 
very easy going but when it comes to his salary he wants what he deserves. 
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hand Lee May’s smash 15 feet behind 
the bag. Then, off balance from foul 
territory where his momentum had 
carried him, he unfurled a one-hop peg 
to Boog Powell that nipped May - 

May was again the unfortunate 
victim in the second game when he 
ripped another rocket ticketed for a 
double down the line. But when the 
dust cleared, it was an inning-ending 
double play for the bedeviled Reds. 

Brooks had somehow backhanded 
the liner after it appeared to be by him. 
The force of the blow twisted him 
completely around so that when he 
jumped up, he spun toward left field 
and turned completely clockwise to 
snap his throw to second baseman Dave 
Johnson, who then completed the twin 
killing. 

“T never saw a third baseman like 
that,’ said the unbelieving May. ‘“‘Every- 
time you look up, there he is. I was sure 


that ball was already by him.” 
Needless to say, an inning later 


Brooks singled home the tying run and 
scored what proved to be the winning 
run on Elrod Hendricks’ two-run 
double. 

In the third game, Robby added 
Bench to his growing list of victims. No 
wonder then that the Reds’ manager 


Sparky Anderson admitted having night- 
mares of Brooks chasing him with a 
giant glove. 

“Brooks Robinson, I’m starting to 
see him in my sleep,” admitted Sparky 
while eating a pre-game meal in the 
clubhouse before the fourth game in 
Baltimore. “I know if I dropped this 
sandwich, Robinson would suddenly 
dart in and scoop it up—and what’s 
worse, convert it into a double play. 

“I only wish he were a drinking 
man,’’ Sparky added. “I’d have someone 
take him out to get him drunk. He took 
us out of the first three games. He was 
the only difference. It he doesn’t win 
the car as the most valuable player in 
the Series, there better be an investiga- 
tion.” 

Brooks, of course, won the sports car 
for his scintillating Series play. And, 
what’s more, he is now certain to join 
the major league’s accredited list of 
super-stars by earning over $100,000-a- 
year. 

Robinson earned $80,000 in 1970 

(Continued on page 78) 
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A strong bargaining point for the quiet-spoken Baltimore star in coming salary negotiations 
is his selection as the most valuable player in the 1970 Series. In third game he treated fans 
to a gem of a play by spearing a Johnny Bench drive, robbing Reds’ catcher of double. 


When a hockey arena becomes the proving ground for the midi skirt, 


Wit was last May 10. The St. Louis 
Blues were down three games to none in 
the National Hockey League’s Stanley 
Cup showdown with the Boston Bruins. 
And here they were, on the Bruins’ ice 
yet, just one game away from being eli- 
minated in the best-of-seven series 
against the team that had blasted them 
by scores of 6-1, 6-2 and 4-1 in the first 
three games. 


BEHIND 
THE 
SCENES: 


St. Louis Blues’ Red Berenson 
(white uniform) falls on Larry 
Brown (21) of Rangers, trapping 
Rod Stewart (12) against boards. 


Fairly well-fixed financially and 
physically hurting, with their defense 
thinned by injuries to top defensemen 
Al Arbour and Barclay Plager, the Blues 
could have been excused if they had ex- 
pired quietly in the fourth game of the 
Stanley Cup finals. : 

They did not. And by carrying the 
Bruins into overtime before bowing, 
4-3, the Blues regained their self-respect, 


which thinking back over the three-year 
history of the colorful, exciting expan- 
sion hockey team, must have meant 
more to the St. Louis players than the 
prize for which they played. 

The Blues performed in that last 
game of last season’s Stanley Cup battle 
sensationally—with the disciplined ag- 
gressiveness and businesslike briskness 
that have featured their three campaigns 


something wild’s going on. That’s only the beginning of the story. 


in St. Louis. They proved they were a 
proud, capable team; or, as Boston su- 
perstar Bobby Orr put it, “They played 
like professional athletes and went out 
like champions.” 

It was such play as this that has pro- 
duced in St. Louis a striking love af- 
fair—an ‘‘I love you, Blues,” and, “We 
love you, St. Louis’—seldom seen in the 
frequently chilly and aloof NHL. 


Rangers’ goalie Ed Giacomin (1) takes left to face (below) in battle for 
puck with Jim Lorentz. At right Larry Keenan’s shot is blocked. 


When cool weather arrives, the Blues 
are St. Louis. In 1970 the team drew 
750,000—an astonishing average of close 
to 17,000 fans in a building that offi- 
cially did not seat that many until ca- 
pacity was boosted to 17,776 for this 
season. 

The Arena is the social hub of St. 
Louis’ young rich and almost rich, older 
elite and not so elite, champagne drink- 
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ers and beer guzzlers. It’s where the men 
go to lie about their business successes 
and see who is buddying up with whom. 
It’s where the women go to see who is 
out with whom and who is wearing 
what—and when the midi failed to make 
a noticeable appearance there this fall 
you knew it was dead. 

The spinoff from the love affair with 
the only team that ever has represented 


Special Written for All-Star Sports 
By Dave Lipman 
Sports Reporter—St. Louis Post Dispatch 


Bir Sabouri dh aes Philadelphia’s 
Ed Van Itmpe Ve r~ for goal. 


the West in the Stanley Cup finals is 
equally striking. 

For one, the boom in restaurant bus- 
iness is extraordinary. 

“We are packed whenever there’s a 
game,” said one restauranteur. ‘The 
fans arrive early and they want dinner 
and they want it fast. We have to put on 
extra help to handle that early crowd. 
We get them early and we get them late. 
They eat in a hurry, leave their cars, 
grab cabs or busses to The Arena, come 
back and pick them up and stop in 
again. On a normal week night we might 
have five tables after 11 o’clock. When 
the Blues play, we have two dozen.” 

The impact on the youth of St. Louis 
is even more extraordinary. 

“You won’t believe this,” a sporting 
goods store owner said, “‘because I had 
trouble believing it myself—but I sold 
more hockey sticks than baseball bats 
last year. And it wasn’t even close. And 
at Christmas... wow. I sensed what 
was going to happen and ordered early 
—hockey sticks, skates, pucks, equip- 
ment, the whole bit. By December I 
knew I was in trouble and I reordered. 

“T reordered again 10 days later. We 
just couldn’t keep enough stuff in 
stock.” 

Youngsters hero-worship the Blues, 
the spearbearers as well as the gay 
blades, with the sort of adulation for- 
merly reserved for only the Stan Musials 
and Bob Pettits and Charles Lindberghs. 

Adults are no less wild-eyed. 

The Blues are among the most sought 
after dinner guests, hunting partners and 
business associates in the metropolitan 
area. A hip wiggle and a slap shot—suc- 
cessful or not—bring chesty roars from 
the male and the sort of squeals from 
the female that mother lavished on 
Frank Sinatra 


There’s no doubt that in the sports 
coloring book you color St. Louis Blue. 

And the Blues are the first to realize 
it. St. Louis demographic charts, tradi- 
tionally reflecting French and German 
presence and in more recent times a sig- 
nificant black enclave, now are sprin- 
kled with Canadians. 

Among them are those Canadians 
who swore that they would play but not 


Terry Crisp (12) of the Blues watches his shot bounce off the knee of Bruins’ goalie Gerry 
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Cheevers. Frank St. Marseille (9) moves in as Bruins’ Awrey (26) and Green (6) defend. 


reside in this country but who are now 
living year-round south of the border. 
Their success story has been told of- 
ten in their short span of life. They 
came from nowhere to finish third in 
the West in the National Hockey 
League’s first season of expansion, 
1967-68, and then blasted into the Stan- 
ley Cup finals. They lost to the awe- 
some Montreal Canadiens of the awe- 


Bill Plager (23) breaks up a goal attempt by 
Yvon Cournoyer (12) of the Canadiens. 


Barclay Plager (8, above) scored against goalie Gary Smith of Oak- 
land. At right Jim Lorentz (19) collided with goalie Cesare Maniago 


(30) of the Minnesota North Stars after Maniago blocked his goal 
attempt. Both players hit the ice and Maniago ended up in the net. 


some East in four straight, but two of 
the decisions went to overtime and 
Montreal’s margin of victory in each 
game was just one goal. 

The next two seasons—or the last 
two seasons, if you will—they waltzed 
away with the regular-season champion- 
ships in the West and swept into the 


Stanley Cup finals each time, although 
they bowed each time in that hockey 
showdown of showdowns in four 
straight games. 

Names like Barclay Plager and Bill 
McCreary and Jim Roberts and Gary 
Sabourin and Tim Ecclestone and, espe- 
cially, Gordon (Red) Berenson and 
Glenn Hall and Jacques Plante—names 
which were generally unknown to 
many, many St. Louisans in 1967—be- 
came household words. 

Men and women who had never seen 
a hockey game, or only a few, suddenly 
were discussing terms like cross-check- 
ing, power play and icing the puck with 
the authority of knowledgeable observ- 
ers. 

It was a heady atmosphere for any 
athlete, one certain to produce its 
weight in good morale. But there is an- 
other, more overriding, reason why St. 
Louis is whispered about wherever Na- 
tional Hockey League players gather as 
the place to be if you can’t be on a 
Stanley Cup champion: the Salomons, 
father and son. 

Sidney Salomon Jr. and Sidney Salo- 
mon III are the principal owners and 
bosses of the Blues. The older Salomon 
is a highly successful insurance execu- 
tive with impressive credentials in na- 
tional Democratic Party political circles. 

(Continued on page 70) 


Center Red Berenson scored 74 points for the 
Blues last year on 32 goals and 42 assists. 


29 


Playing a pickup game in a “Y” gym after a 
Knick workout is the last place you'd expect 
to see an NBA star. But that’s Cazzie. 


TH? 
PERFECTION ' 
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Russell (33) drove around Terry 
__ Dischinger (43) of the Detroit Pis- 

tons in recent game at New 
York’s Madison Square Garden. 
Cazzie netted 18 points as Knicks 
" handed Pistons their first lost. 


Speciaily Written for All-Star Sports 
By Artie Sherman 
Nationally Known Sports Authority 


@ Cazzie Russell enters the lobby of 
the 92nd Street Y.M.H.A. in Manhattan. 
He carries an athlete’s leather satchel 
and his own basketball. 

The lobby is crowded, men with 
beards and blue jeans, girls with shawls 
and sandals. Allen Ginsberg is to read 
poetry that night at the Y. 

Cazzie’s kind of poetry differs from 
the beatnik’s kind. His has to do with 
running, jumping and shooting. He takes 
the elevator to the gym. 

Earlier in the day Russell worked out 
at the Knick team practice. It is not 
enough for him. Cazzie is a perfec- 
tionist, always looking for an edge. 

In gym gear he walks out to the 
court. He does long stretching exercises, 
the arch of his back forming a lazy U. 
When he feels loose enough he slowly 
walks up a flight of steps to an oval run- 
ning track. It is highly banked and runs 
the circumference of the gym below. 

Cazzie Russell begins to jog as if 
heading down court at Madison Square 
Garden after a basket, his shoulders roll- 
ing in that stylized way of his. He does 
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Knicks coach Red Holzman and trainer Dan Whelan helped Russell to his feet (below) after 


Cazzie fell heavily on his hand. He suffered a broken left wrist bone and was out of action 
for six weeks. Above, Russell went high in air to get off shot against Los Angeles Lakers. 
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one lap like that, then he accelerates. 
The kidding is over. He begins to run 
full speed, his long strides covering the 
track in deceptively fast time. At the 
half mile mark, Cazzie slows down and 
walks two laps. He is hardly out of 
breath, then he runs another half mile as 
swiftly as before. 

Now he bounds down to a small gym 
adjacent to the large one and grabs a 
rope and begins to skip. Ten minutes 
later Cazzie, now in his one hundredth 
sit up, notices a pick up game of baskets 
in progress. He wanders over to watch. 

The players all recognize him and 
kiddingly ask him if he wants to play. 
He does. And so goes Cazzie Russell’s 
second workout of the day. 

Two workouts in one day—the act of 
a mad man or a sage one. For Russell it 
is a case of unrelenting drive. His is a 
consuming energy that does not allow 
him to let up. He simply wants to be the 
very best. 

His approach to being the best is not 
of the helter-skelter variety. He is a life- 
time student of physical culture. He has 
particularly studied muscle development 
and diet. He uses all the latest equip- 
ment. A wonder wheel that he rolls in 
front of him to stretch his stomach 
muscles. Hand grips and rubber balls. 
Isometrics when equipment isn’t avail- 
able. He works out year round, whether 
in New York or home in Michigan. He 
runs, skips rope and does calisthenics 
every day. Roommate Dick Barnett tells 
the story of waking up at six in the 
morning and finding Cazzie doing push- 
ups on the floor. 

But what really drives Cazzie is the 
game. Cazzie says, “Man, I should never 
miss that hoop. When I do, it is literally 
a surprise.’’ He is perfectly content to 
just practice his shooting hour after 
hour—jump shots, one handers, twisting 
lay ups. As long as he has his basketball 
and a hoop his life is in gear. 

His pleasure in the game is apparent. 
When playing he lights up and becomes 
at one with his life. As he rises up and 
shoots his patented, flat jump shot, a 
slight smile reaches his lips. Since high 
school he has been a winner and high 
scorer wherever he played. It has given 
him an air of supreme confidence. Bas- 
ketball is like a fine dance for him. The 
music and the movement are inside him, 
executed when the game moment turns 
to him. 

Only a body as finely toned as his 
could produce the instant heroics he did 
last year as the Knicks’ sixth man. It’s 
no accident. Russell’s concern for diet 
borders on mania. Even after his 92nd 
we - yy Street workouts, he required special re- 
freshing. 

On the corner of 86th Street and 
Third Avenue stands a garishly lit, hot 
dog stand. A sign reads “Drink nature’s 
own Papaya Juice.” Cazzie, a familiar 
customer there, has been known to 
drink two large glasses of nature’s own, 


“Man, | should never miss 
that hoop,” says 
Cazzie, getting off 
shot against Pistons’ Beye 
Mueller (51). “When I @ 
do, it is a surprise.” 
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With playoffs only three days away last season, Russell found him- 
self in different uniform—the National Guard’s—during postal strike. 


then decide to take a quart for home 
consumption. 

Despite the extensive measures of di- 
et, it has not always gone well for Rus- 
sell on the court. Defense has long been 
his Achilles heel. 

On the defense-minded Knicks Caz- 
zie had his troubles in the championship 
year. But even here he worked. And if 
at season’s end he was not the defender 
that, say, DeBusscherre was, he had 
come a long way. It was progress 


enough for Holzman to keep him on as 
a starter this year when he filled in for 
Bill Bradley and scored like crazy. 

That is the kind of pride he has. He is 
a pro, one who makes strong demands 
of himself and expects results. Other 
men, when made substitutes, become 
just that. Their mentality is of the sec- 
ond team, not the first. On the other 
hand, Cazzie gives the Knicks a potent 
offensive weapon—a man who can come 
into the game at any given point and 


Cazzie’s tremendous pride is responsible for his success. He works 
out 30 to 45 minutes on day of game and doesn’t drink or smoke. 


blow it apart. The lift that he gives the 
team at those moments is incalculable. 
Cazzie’s personal regime is largely re- 
sponsible for the job he did, when Bill 
Bradley sprained his ankle last Febru- 
ary. He started off with games of 24 
points, 35 points and 19 points, picking 
up any slack from the loss of Bradley. 
This year Bradley injured his ankle at 
the beginning of the season. Cazzie has 
been starting from the second game on. 
(Continued on page 80) 


Bob Quick (14) of the Detroit Pistons kept the ball away from Russell during a recent game, Cazzie has had his troubles on the defense-minded 
Knicks but had progressed enough for coach Holzman to keep him in starting spot, even after Bradley returned from his injury. 
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=, Cuozzo tensely fingers a football as he crouches on the sidelines in a 
warmup jacket, hoping defense will deliver game seed to him. 


GARY CUOZZO: 


When Jim Marshall grabbed him 
and waltzed him the length of 
the locker room, he knew he'd 
come of age. His days of being 
everybody’s back-up quarter- 
back were a thing of the past. 
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Cuozzo, trying to avoid San Francisco defenders, paced the Vikings to eight victories in 
their first nine games. “Winning is everything and | can win with this team,’’ Gary says. 


How The Vikings 
Quiet Man Won 
His Biggest Battle 
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Carl Eller (81) applies pressure to Cuozzo’s 
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old teacher John Unitas (19). “Gary was a 
quick learner and hard worker,” says Unitas. 


Specially Written for All-Star Sports 
By Mike Recht 


Associated Press Sports Reporter 


@Three straight incomplete passes had 
the Minnesota Vikings down to their 
final chance. Fourth down, 10 yards to 
go at the Chicago 40, and only 15 
seconds to go. 

It was only a pre-season game, the 
Vikings final exhibition game last 
September, and they wanted this 
victory with the season opening the 
following week. But the Bears were win- 
ning 30-24. 

Quarterback Gary Cuozzo faded to 
pass and Bob Grim and Gene Washing- 
ton sped downfield on a deep pattern. 
But Cuozzo instead coolly lobbed a pass 
over the hands of a leaping linebacker 
and into the hands of halfback Clint 
Jones, who scampered all the way’for a 
touehdown, and a 31-20 victory. 

In the locker room after the game, 
veteran defensive end Jim Marshall 
grabbed Cuozzo and waltzed him the 
length of the dressing room. Joe Kapp 
was officially forgotten; Gary Cuozzo 
now was Officially the quarterback of 
the Vikings. 

It had been a long climb for the six- 
year National Football League veteran, 
who had languished on the bench for 
four years behind Johnny Unitas at 
Baltimore, then played only part time 
for one season at New Orleans before 
sitting out most of 1969 behind Kapp. 

When Kapp and the Minnesota 
management crossed swords, Cuozzo 


stepped into the gap and made the most . 


of his opportunity, fulfilling all the 
earlier promise he had offered. He had 
the Vikings marching toward another 
Super Bowl. 

Although the colorful Kapp was sent 
packing to Boston and Cuozzo proved 
he could quarterback the Vikings, peo- 
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Cuozzo (below) works on the teeth of a student at the University of 
Tennessee, where he earned graduate degree in dentistry. Above, his 
teammate Clinton Jones (26) leaps through a hole in the line and 
dodges Bears’ linebacker Dick Butkus (51) to gain yardage. 
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Alan Page (88) pursues Willis Crenshaw of the St. Louis Cardinals. 
The veterans have forgotten Kapp and have rallied around Cuozzo. 


ple couldn’t help compare the two 
quarterbacks, who are as different as 
night and day. By mid-season, however, 
both Cuozzo and Coach Bud Grant be- 
gan chafing a bit about the comparisons. 

“This is my 13th game at quarter- 
back and we are 6-1,” Cuozzo replied 
after the Vikings won their seventh 
regular season contest, “‘so I don’t think 
I have to compare myself with Joe.” 

Grant was more emphatic. “I wish 
people would quit asking us if we are 
surprised how Gary is doing,” he said. 
“We are not at all surprised by his play. 
It was no surprise to anyone who knows 
our team to see Gary turn in this kind 
of performance. We have full confidence 
in him and so do all his teammates.” 

The record shows there is no doubt 
that Cuozzo has filled the bill for the 
Vikings, a team that had everything but 
a quarterback when Kapp decided to 
hold out. Cuozzo stepped in and did the 
job—in his own way. 

But the fact remained: In spite of his 
success, this soft-spoken 29-year-old 
future dentist has never hit the head- 
lines or caught the fancy of the fans like 
the flamboyant and controversial Kapp 
because of the difference in their type 
of play and in their personalities, the 
difference in their modus operandi. And 
because of this wide difference fans and 
writers couldn’t help but make compari- 
sons. 

Cuozzo himself knows the difference 
is great. 

“Joe is a different personality than I 
am, more outgoing, more forceful,” 
Cuozzo said during a moment of 
analyzation. ‘“‘He’s strong willed and 
takes pride in not backing down against 
anyone.”* 

Cuozzo, of course, was talking not 
only about Kapp’s stubbornness against 
a tackler, but also about his apparent 
refusal to compromise in his salary dis- 
pute with the Vikings. He demanded a 
reported $1.25 million for five years for 
taking the Vikings into the 1969 Super 
Bowl. 

There just couldn’t have been a 
bigger difference between the two. 
Kapp, a grizzly, rough-hewn veteran, 
operated crudely, but effectively. He 
improvised, he barked at his teammates, 
he glowered and glared, he ran with 
abandon. He growled and he cursed. 
And he breathed fire into the Vikings 
and turned them into a winner more 
with his leadership and powerful per- 
sonality than with his ability. 

He never was noted as a classic 
passer, with his high wobbly tosses, 
thrown from mid-air. 

“Joe was basically a pocket passer 
like me,” Cuozzo said, “but he was a 
better runner. He was just stronger 
physically and was able to run over peo- 
ple.” 

Kapp, 32, is a bruising 6-foot-2, 215 
pound native of New Mexico. 


Cuozzo, 29, 6-1 and only 190 


pounds, and born in the east in New 
Jersey, is quiet, almost placid. These are 
considered strange features for a 
quarterback, who is expected to be the 
most forceful and assertive player on 
the field. A devoted church-goer, 
Cuozzo neither drinks nor smokes, and 
few could call him colorful. 

Cuozzo lives a routine life off the 
field with his graduate degree from the 
University of Tennessee in dentistry. He 
is a homebody. 

And on the field Cuozzo will seldom 
chew out a teammate for a mistake. He 
approaches the game in the classic style 
of the man he studied under, Unitas. He 
sets up in the pocket and seldom leaves 
it. 

Don Shula, who coached Cuozzo at 
Baltimore, called him ‘“‘an intelligent 
quarterback with an accurate arm.” 

Assistant coach Walt Yowarsky‘ of 
New Orleans says Cuozzo “‘can throw 
with the best of them. He sets up like 
Unitas and has a quick release, and he’s 
got a good passing arm.” 

Coach Chuck Noll of Pittsburgh calls 
Cuozzo “a touch passer,” unlike Kapp. 
“He eases the ball in there.” 

Oddly ‘enough, Cuozzo and Kapp 
roomed together while they were to- 
gether on the Vikings and Cuozzo play- 
ed a part in helping Kapp adjust to the 
NFL after eight years in the Canadian 
Football League. 

“We got along fine together,” 
Cuozzo said. “Joe got most of the lime- 
light, and he deserved it.” 

But it must have been a difficult 
thing for Cuozzo to swallow because his 
name was being mentioned for future 
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Running back Dave Osborn (41) of the Vikings finds an opening and goes three yards for a 


stardom long before anyone in the NFL 
had heard of Joe Kapp. For while Kapp 
was making the All-Star team and win- 
ning the Most Valuable Player award in 
the little-publicized CFL, Cuozzo 
startled the pro football world and the 
Vikings as a reserve quarterback. 

On a November Sunday in 1965 
Cuozzo was rushed into a game gainst 
Chicago when Unitas suffered a back 
injury in the third quarter. On the first 
play, 6-8, 290 pound All-Pro end Doug 
Atkins stormed in and buried Cuozzo. 

Cuozzo remembers it well. ‘He 
(Atkins) just looked me in the eye and 
said ‘things are going to get a lot worse 
before they get better,’ *’ Cuozzo said. 

But the young quarterback surprised 
Atkins and the Bears by marching the 
Colts 70 yards and passing to Ray Berry 
for a touchdown that gave Baltimore a 
26-21 victory. 

But the best was yet to come. 
Cuozzo started the following Sunday 
with Unitas still recuperating and pitch- 
ed five touchdown passes in a 41-21 
victory. over the Vikings. 

While Unitas returned and Cuozzo 
seldom got into a game again, his name 
now was known and it seemed to be just 
a question of time before he got his 
chance—for some team—to make it big. 

“Cuozzo has a great future if he 
wants it,’ Unitas said at the time. ‘‘He’ll 
make a very good successor to me.” 

That alone was high compliment for 
an almost unknown kid who didn’t 
exactly burn up the sports pages or the 
football field at the University of 


Virginia with its mediocre team. 
(Continued on page 56) 


touchdown against Green Bay as middle linebacker Ray Nitschke (66) tries to defend. 
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If you listen to the experts, there’s no 
need to play the 1971 season. But the 

fates that rule baseball have come up 
with a number of curves and many a 
genius wound up looking foolish. 


ORIOLES 
AND THE DIAMOND 


DYNASTY 
MYTH 


) Frank Robinson came to the Orioles from the 
Reds as an “old 30” in 1966 and has helped 
the Birds win three permands in five years. 


By Harry Xanthakos 


Editor—All Star Sports 


Wf you listen to the experts, there’s 
no reason to play the 1971 Major 
League schedule. The pundits have al- 
ready conceded the American Loop flag 
to the Baltimore Orioles. They see noth- 
ing which will keep the senior league 
bunting from gracing the flag pole at 
Cincinnati’s Riverfront Stadium. 

In awed reverence they talk of the 
birth of twin diamond dynasties. The 
Birds with Brooks Robinson, Dave 
McNally, Boog Powell, Frank Robinson 
and a young and vital supporting cast 
have torn the American League apart 
two years running. The Reds’ kiddie 
corps which includes such stalwarts as 
Johnny Bench, the first 22-year-old 
player to ever win the National League’s 
Most Valuable Player award, can do 
nothing but improve. 

A quick glance at last year’s statistics 
present a powerful case for the dynasty 
theory. The Orioles finished 15 full 
games ahead of the second place 
Yankees. They practically ran the Min- 
nesota Twins out of the ball park witha 
three game sweep in the playoffs. The 
Reds copped with 102 regular season 
victories and a three game blitz of the 
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tone ea a 
sedi, Bench (above) shows his home run swing; is congratulated by Pete Rose after 
hitting one out; and stretches a single into a double. Below, in happier days for the 
Cardinals, zou Pins was mobbed by mates as he returned to dugout after homering. 
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Tom Seaver (below) won only two games in his last 12 starts as the 
Mets failed to repeat as National League champs in 1970. At right, 
Bobby Tolan of the Cincinnati Reds was greeted at home plate by his 
teammates after slugging homer against Pittsburgh Pirates in playoff. 


jeclansi : = 


Carl Yastrzemski (below) of Boston Red Sox was congratulated by teammates after belt- 


ing his 44th home run in 1967. Greeting him were Andrews, Howard and Adair. Pirates. This is the heady stufhofwhich 
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> +>. ts fs dynasty thinking is born. 
, Me yt ry ( re, Webster defines dynasty as “a race or 
, a te ah 4 A succession of kings, of the same line or 


family; the continued lordship of a race 
of rulers.” Using this as a yardstick 
would eliminate virtually every profes- 
sional sports team from consideration 
with the exception of the New York 
Yankees in baseball, who won 29 pen- 
nants over a 44-year span (1921-64), in- 
cluding 14 in 16 years (1949-64); and 
the Boston Celtics in basketball, who 
captured 11 championships in 13 sea- 
sons, including eight in a row. There 
have been several teams that have 
dominated their sports for a few years— 
i.e. the Green Bay Packers in profes- 
sional football—but only the Yankees 
and Celtics have enjoyed a long reign, 
only they have maintained the 
“continued lordship of a race of rulers.” 

Tabbing a successful team as a 
potential dynasty is not a new thing in 


baseball. What fans and writers are say- 
ing about the Orioles and Reds now, 
they were saying a few years ago about 
the St. Louis Cardinals, the Detroit 
Tigers, the New York Mets, the Minne- 
sota Twins, the Boston Red Sox, etc. 
Since they were wrong about those 
clubs, it is at least even money that they 
are wrong again about Baltimore and 
Cincinnati. 

Baltimore was first tabbed as a 
dynasty in 1966 when they won the 
American League pennant with a 97-63 
record (.606), finishing nine games in 
front of the second place Twins. That 
was the year that Frank Robinson came 
to the Birds from the Reds in a trade for 
pitcher Milt Pappas. In his first Ameri- 
can League season Robinson won the 
triple crown—.316 average, 49 home 
runs and 122 RBI’s—in pacing the club 
to the flag and a four-game sweep of the 
Dodgers in the World Series. But he had 
plenty of help from Boog Powell—.287, 


34 and 109—, Brooks Robinson—.269, 
23 and 100—and Curt Blefary who hit 
23 home runs and drove in 64 runs. The 
Birds’ top pitchers were their young- 
sters—Jim Palmer, 15-10, Dave McNally, 
13-6 and Wally Bunker, 10-6. People be- 
gan talking dynasty because this was a 
young team with Frank Robinson, whom 
Cincinnati thought was “‘an old 30,” 
the oldest regular. 

But a year later it was a different 
story. The Orioles did not even figure in 
the exciting five-team race for the flag 
in 1967, which the Boston Red Sox 
won in their “Impossible Dream” on the 
last day of the season. The Birds finish- 
ed sixth with a record of 76-85 (.472), 
15% games off the pace. 

The causes of their downfall were 
obvious. The Robinsons, although they 
both had good seasons, drove in 49 few- 
er runs between them. Jim Palmer was 
in the minors nursing a sore arm. Dave 
McNally was only 7-7 and Wally Bunker 


Denny McLain, in a season marred by sus- 
pensions and bizarre incidents, was only 3-5 
in 1970 and was later traded to Senators. 


was 3-7 as Tom Phoebus became the 
team’s leading moundsman with a 14-9 
record. But the biggest reason for their 
collapse was the collapse of Boog 
Powell. Powell’s average was 53 points 
lower at .234. His home run production 
was 21 less at 13 and his RBI’s fell off 
54, from 109 to 55. It is significant to 
note that the three times the Birds have 
won the pennant in the last five years, 
Boog has had a super year. But the 
dependence on one man’s performance 
doesn’t bode well for the dynasty 
theory. 

The Orioles bounced back some in 
1968 as they were 91-71 (.562) but a 
distant 12-games back of 31-game win- 
ner Denny McLain and the Detroit 
Tigers. They might have given the Tigers 
a more formidable challenge had not 
F. Robinson been out most of the year 
with injuries. Robby’s production fell 
off to .268 - 15 - 52. Injuries to key 
players are unforeseen factors in deter- 
mining the success of a team. To form a 
dynasty, a team has to be very lucky in 
this regard. Other disappointments were 
Paul Blair who hit only .211, as opposed 
to .293 the year before, and Curt 
Blefary who fell from .242-22-81 to 
-200-15-39. Powell came back some- 
what with .249-22-85, still not good for 
him. Dave McNally had a great season. 
He won 22, lost 10 and had an ERA of 
1.95. 

In 1969 the Orioles ran away with 
the Eastern flag as they were 109-53 
(.673) and 19 games ahead of the 
Detroit Tigers in the A.L. East. It was 
the first year of the new divisional play- 
offs and the Birds whipped the Twins in 
three tough games. However, they were 
upset by the “‘Amazin’ Mets” in the 
World Series. 

Boog Powell, after two “‘off-years”’, 
came up with a big .304-37-121 season 

(Continued on page 58) 
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1S GORDIE HOWE GAMBLING 
AWAY Hild 
IMMORTALITY ? 


No, says Bobby Hull, The Chicago Black Hawks’ superstar, who ticks 
off an upcoming road trip in this manner: ‘We play the Canadiens 
tonight, the Maple Leafs Saturday and Gordie Howe on Sunday.” 


Specially Written for All-Star Sports 
By Bert Rosenthal 


Nationally Known Sports Authority 


@ Gordie Howe already has a career un- 
paralleled in any professional sport for 
excellence, talent and durability. The re- 
markable 42-year-old, who holds virtual- 
ly every National Hockey League scor- 
ing record, is in the midst of his 25th 
NHL season, all with the Detroit Red 
Wings. 

Twenty-five years...a quarter of a 
century ...a nice, round figure...a 
time, it would seem, to call it quits. 

Not for Gordie Howe, however. He 
plans to play another season. He is 
working on the first year of a two-year, 
$200,000 contract that will take him 
through the 1971-72 campaign. Is 


Howe (9) would like to play on another Stanley Cup 
winner before he retires. He was member of Detroit cup 
teams in ‘50, 54 and ‘55‘and has been MVP six times. 


Gordie pressing his luck by agreeing to 
play another year? Should he have 
decided to retire after this season? Is he 
overdoing it by even playing this sea- 
son? 

The questions are difficult to answer 
because Howe is such an incredible 
athlete. 

To begin with, he had some dead 
bone and bone chips removed from his 
left wrist by surgeons at the University 
of Michigan Medical Center last May. 
The wrist had been bothering him on 
and off for five years. He still wears a 
bandage on the wrist. 

“I probably waited a month or two 
too long for the operation,” he adds. “I 
can’t lift my stick up well; I have no 
backhand. I’d have won a game in 
Montreal if I had a backhand shot.” 

Gordie insists that his wrist is not his 
biggest problem. “‘At this point in my 


career, the thing that bothers me most is 
the practice. I know it’s necessary, but 
there safe some days when I wonder 
whether I can make it to the rink. 
Travel gets to you. It wears you down. I 
don’t know how baseball players stand 
it. I realize they go into a city and stay 
there three and four days, while a 
hockey club is in and out. But it still 
must be tough. 


Howe (below) battles two Chicago Black 
Hawks for a loose puck. “I feel the wear and 
tear more now,” he said. “‘It’s starting to 
show.” Above, Gordie and Bobby Hull (left) 
autographed hockey sticks for fans after they 
had led East to 4-1 victory in All-Star game. 
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Hockey greats (left to right) Phil Esposito, Boston Bruins; Bobby Orr, Boston Bruins; Gordie Howe, Detroit Red Wings; and Bobby Hull, 
Chicago Black Hawks, enjoyed each other’s company off the ice at the 23rd National Hockey League All-Star banquet last year in St. Louis. 


eA 4 


Toronto defenseman Tim Horton stopped a Red Wing shot with his shoulder Howe (left) proves to Jean Beliveau (center) and Bobby Orr that 
as Gordie Howe (9) camped in front of the Maple Leafs’ goalie, Bruce Gamble. despite a recent wrist operation, he can still score on putts. 
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“I feel the wear and tear now,” he 
continues. “It’s starting to show.” 

It showed noticeably in the Red 
Wings fourth game of this season. At the 
request of new coach Ned Harkness, 
Gordie had played the first three games 
as a defenseman. During that span, he 
collected at least one point a game, 
getting two goals and three assists. But 
the Detroit offense was sputtering, and 
Harkness decided to shift Gordie back 
to his familiar right wing position. In his 
first game back on the forward line, 
Gordie was blanked and messed up a 
power play when he couldn’t control 
the puck with no one near him. “It was 
terribly frustrating,” he remembers. “I 
couldn’t do anything right.” 

As for his legs, Gordie says, ““They’re 
okay. I overtook Bobby Orr, who had a 
head start on me. But I can’t go for 


three minutes the way I used to. 

“Actually, I work harder now than I 
did ten years ago. I have to put more 
effort into practice to be ready for a 
game the next night. You’re never too 
old to work on the fundamentals. May- 
be I could take it a little easier, but how 
would it look to the young guys on the 
club if I tried to pull rank and goof off? 
That would sure play hell with the 
team’s morale.” 

Gordie confesses that he will play 
with cuts, bruises and minor muscle 
strains. “But if it’s a serious knee twist 
or an injury to another moving part, I 
sit it out,’ he comments. “Coaches 
actually expect you to play over pain, 
but not Over a serious injury.” 

Howe has had his share of injuries 
through the years. More than 300 
stitches have been taken in his face. He 
has suffered damaged knees, broken 
ribs, a broken wrist, broken toes, a 
shoulder dislocation, scalp wounds and 
other cuts. And on March 28, 1950, he 
suffered a severe skull fracture and 
underwent a lengthy operation. 

“But,” he insists, “the game is fun. 
It’s still fun, ever now. That makes it 
easier, I suppose. 

“There were a few times last year 
when it wasn’t fun, especially at the end 
of the year when I caught the deep cold 
that made me so sick. But it’s fun most 
of the time. That’s why I asked for a 
two-year contract, which will mean 26 
years in the NHL. I definitely plan to 
play next season if the wheels (legs) are 
OK. They feel fine right now. 

“Of course, if they don’t check out 
next summer, then I won’t play. It’s 
good money and it’s a good life. But the 
travel, now that it’s coast to coast, 
wears you down terribly.” 

Gordie also is greatly concerned 
about his wrist. “I’d be lying if I said it 
wasn’t tender. I’m not satisfied with it 
but my doctors are satisfied. I’ve never 
been patient on healing and I hate treat- 
ments.” 

The wrist, the legs, the weariness and 

(Continued on page 64) 


Howe manages to get puck in net despite three defenders (below). Above, he shows his old 
toughness in battling for loose puck. “At this point in my career, the thing that bothers me 
most is the practice,” Gordie says. “1 know it’s necessary but | have some rough days.” 


ip. 
mod hairstyles. 
Guerin was a scrappy, high-scoring guard in his day and Pistol Pete figures to be much the same type of competitor. 


THE LESSONS 
THE N.B.A. 
IS TEACHING 
PETE MARAVIGH 


Serer There’s a lot more to the pro 

* Specially Written for All-Star Sports Va . “ ZA 
By Howard Coan game than ‘“‘dribbling around 
Nationally Known Sports Authority 2 = e 

and his crowd-pleasing antics. 


“! don’t care whether | start or 
not,’ says Pete, driving against 
Baltimore here. ‘'! just want to be 
part of this team with an ultimate 
goal of winning a title. | feel like 
any other professional rookie.” 


“This d scipline-type of basketball is new to 
me,’”’ says Maravich. “There is so much more 
to learn when you play against pros.” 


@MPete Maravich sat quietly and 
nervously on the bench through the first 
12 minutes of the Hawks’ nationally- 
televised opener against Milwaukee. 
When he entered the game to start the 
second quarter, the capacity crowd in 
football-mad Atlanta cheered with an 
exuberance usually reserved for Georgia 
Tech or the Falcons. 

Appearances seemed to indicate 
nothing had changed from his spectacu- 
lar college days at Louisiana State 
University. There was the same floppy 
socks, long brown hair hanging down on 
his forehead and the loose, bouncing 


LSU coach Press Maravich (left) hugged his 
son after Pete broke Oscar Robertson's 
NCAA career scoring mark with 53 points. 


stride. The Hawks were leading, 25-19, 
and Maravich helped them to quickly 
pull away to a 16-point advantage. 
Midway in the period, Milwaukee 
came roaring downcourt with a three- 
on-two fast break and Maravich picked 
off the pass across the keyhole. He 
dribbled back to his foul line and 
launched a jumper that bounced around 
the rim of the basket before it fell 
through for his first professional field 
goal. The crowd screamed like the 
Falcons had just won their first Super 


Bowl. Two minutes later, Maravich’ 


again delighted the audience with a 
fast-break layup off a classy feed from 
Walt Hazzard, but after that the fans 
and Maravich had very few moments to 
please them. 

The Hawks dipped downward 
disastrously from a 52-43 half-time lead 
and they lost, 107-98. Pistol Pete contri- 
buted little after the brief excitement in 
the second quarter. Playing 22 minutes, 
he sank only one of his other 11 shots, 
and ended up with seven points. At 
times he seemed to throw up desperate 
shots and pass the ball wildly. As the 
Bucks and Lew Alcindor closed the gdp 
in the third quarter, Maravich helped 
them along by firing an unwise cross- 
court pass which was grabbed by Bob 
Dandridge, the Bucks’ quick forward. 
The interception was converted into an 
easy basket that definitely seemed to 
swing the game in the Bucks’ favor. 

Pete was getting his first regular-sea- 
son lessons on the immense differences 
between -pro play and his high-scoring 
days at LSU. He must learn to harness 
his unique basketball skills to the 
Atlanta team, and everyone including 
Pete knows it will take time and plenty 
of hard work. And no one was blaming 
the Hawks’ defeat on the high-priced 
rookie. The Hawks shot only 36 percent 
for the day. Also, Dandridge and other 
fast Buck forwards did a fine job on 
guarding torrid-shooting Lou Hudson 
for the final quarter and a half. Up to 


With rolled down socks and “pee: hair, Pis- 
tol Pete, guarded by Jo Jo White (above), 
passes off against Celtics. At left Pete is with 
father (right) and Hawks’ treasurer Tom Cou- 
sins after signing $1.5 million contract. 


then, Hudson had poured in 22 points; 
after that, he was limited to only five. 
Alcindor came on strong in the second 
half to wind up with 32 points and 17 
rebounds. 

In the small Hawks’ locker room 
after the game, Maravich sat in the far 
corner, the area reserved for rookies, 
with his head down, his thin legs ex- 
tended out in front of him and his arms 
crossed on his chest. For about a half- 
hour he remained motionless and silent. 
Finally, he dressed and prepared to 
enter the warm, sunny Georgia after- 


noon. One of the few remaining re- 
porters asked him about his first pro 
game. 

Maravich answered quietly, “I played 
bad ball. Physically I was ready, I was 
playing better. Even the coach said so. 
But I wasn’t ready emotionally. I was 
totally flushed the minute after I took 
my first shot: I felt like a ghost was 
sitting on me.” 

Larry Costello, Milwaukee’s coach, 
had sympathy for the young rookie. 
“He’s got to slow his tempo down,” 
Costello commented. “He’s quick and 


he handles the ball well, but he’s got to 
make adjustments. And, that is some- 
thing that doesn’t happen overnight.” 

In the next few weeks, the situation 
improved to some extent for Maravich. 
He was playing about two quarters a 
night and averaging about 14 points a 
game. But his shooting percentage re- 
mained far under 40. percent. Atlanta 
had other problems which kept them 
below .500. Two weeks after their sea- 
son’s opener, Joe Caldwell, a superb 6-5 
defensive player for Atlanta at either 
guard or forward with a 21.1 scoring 


Pete (44, left) goes up for lay-up past Buck 
defender Greg Smith (4) in Maravich’s NBA 
debut at Atlanta. Above, Pete holds the Nais- 
mith Award after being named college basket- 


ball’s Player of the Year last season. 


average last season, signed a contract 
with the Carolina Cougars in the ABA. 
He had held out through training camp 
and regular season, and failed to come 
to contract terms with the Hawks’ 
management, 

Without Caldwell, Atlanta showed a 
surprising lack of depth as Richie 
Guerin, the coach, relied almost com- 
pletely on seven men. His starters con- 
sisted of Hudson, Hazzard, Bill Bridges, 
Walt Bellamy and Jim Davis with 
Maravich and Jerry Chambers in reserve. 
Several times in the first few weeks, the 
starters wearied noticeably in the fourth 
quarter. After the first game against the 
Bucks, Guerin said, ““We could have cer- 
tainly used another body.” Hawks’ fans 
hoped Maravich would make up for 
Caldwell’s absence on offense and 
defense as the season progressed. Con- 
sidering Pete’s great skills, there was no 
reason to think it would not happen. 

Pistol Pete had begun his difficult 
pro education during the Hawks’ exhibi- 
tion season under Guerin’s careful 
tutelage. In college Maravich tried al- 
most any crowd-pleasing antics he want- 
ed including between-the-legs dribbling 
and behind-the-back passes. He reduced 
these showtime ingredients drastically in 
the first few weeks under Guerin. After 
a while, Maravich began to work much 
better with his veteran teammates. 
Guerin commented, “I’m not trying to 
change Pete. I’m just trying to get him 
to use his talents the right way.” 

(Continued on page 68) 
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Specially Written for All-Star Sports 


By Fred Lewis 
Nationally Known Sports Authority 
WThe Los Angeles Rams are expected 
? to make the same horrendous mistake 
again of firing Coach George Allen—and 
= making it stick this time. 
j Dan Reeves, the Ram owner, phoned 


Allen a day after Christmas, 1968, to 


tell him he was through, despite the 
§ facts that the - Rams had finished 10-3-1 
and that Allen had two more years to go 
be} on his five-year contract, netting him 
$60,000 annually. 


But Allen pleaded his case on tele- 


vision, his players behind him, and all 
E Los Angeles was aroused. Six of the best 
players—-Roman Gabriel, Deacon Jones, 


One coach said it all when he stated, “‘If | ever set foot in this town 
again, may it be in Forest Lawn Cemetery.” And it’s still that way. 
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Roman Gabriel (18, above) had thoughts of retiring after ‘69 season but changed his mind. 
He suffered more frustration in 1970 as Rams were upset by injury-hobbled Jets and 
a 


skidded to 5-3-1 in mid-November. Below, Kermit Alexander (39) made flying tackle. 
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Rams’ running back Les Josephson (34) picks ‘ 
up a first down against the Baltimore Colts. | 


. Ram coach George Allen, applauding his team here, was fired after 
‘68 season but later rehired when players threatened to strike. 
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Eddie Meador, Lamar Lundy, Jack 
Pardee and Charlie Cowan—swore they 
would give up football if Allen were not 
rehired. 

Later, at a press conference, 12 Rams 
stood to the rear of Allen as linebackers 
to his demand. In all, 38 of the 40 play- 
ers pledged themselves to sit out 1969 if 
Allen weren’t rehired. 

Conversely, the Ram front office 
held a champagne party to toast Allen’s 
ouster. 

For two weeks, management and 
players were at loggerheads, and the 
case elbowed aside the bowl games for 
top play in the Los Angeles area sport 
pages. 

Reeves, ill with Hodgkin’s disease, 
lacked the fire to take on his players, as 
well as the fans. So early in January, 
1969, Reeves capitulated, rehiring 
Allen—but the breach remained as broad 
as ever. Dan said at the time he had re- 
hired Allen because of his long devotion 
to the club—not because of the pressure 
applied by the players and fans. 

The Rams always have been a fran- 
chise in ferment, a club that lost a con- 
troversial down in December but regain- 
ed a successful coach in January. Suc- 
cessful? Why his record for the previous 
two seasons was 21-4-3. 

It was all like something out of Alice 
in Wonderland. Allen had made a big 
winner of the Rams, and they should 
have been as happy as Bob Cratchit’s 
family. 

Instead, Allen and Reeves remained 
as far apart as the Black Panthers and 
the Klu Klux Klan. If they met in a 
restaurant, they treated each other as a 
stranger. Their only communication was 
carried on through Jack Teele, the 
assistant to President Reeves. 

Reeves is the antithesis of Allen in 
personality. He is a peppery, festive, 
sentimental, witty New York Irishman 
who loves a good time and who will stay 
up late drinking and talking football 
with friends. His wit came out at the 
delicate negotiations for Allen’s return 
as coach. George had said during his 
brief exile that ‘“‘The Rams are only an 
inch away from the championship.” 

“I’m glad George Allen feels that we 
are only an inch away from winning the 
title,” he rejoined, “‘for he is the type of 
man who, if you give him an inch, he’ll 
take a mile.” 

Allen is a dour, monkish, relentless 
driver who rarely smiles and who sees 
life as a series of fumbles. He treated 
Reeves as an unwelcome hanger-on at 
practice or in the locker room. 

“Hell,” said a friend of Allen’s, “he 
treats everyone like that. He’d do the 
same if Matthew, Mark, Luke and John 
would turn up at practice—unless they 
could block and tackle. And George will 
never be happy as long as mistakes are 
made by his team.”’ 

All his working hours (about 18 a 
day) are devoted toward making the 


Rams a winner. The practice field has 
more training gadgets than you'll find in 
Jack La Lanne’s home; the dressing 
room has more charts and directions 
than you'll find at the NASA head- 
quarters. 

Allen never squanders a minute. 
While talking to a writer at practice, he 
may drop to the ground for a few push- 
ups without slighting a question. He 
works out and runs with the players. 

While Allen did precisely what he 
was hired to do—make a winner of the 
Rams—he also convulsed the organiza- 
tion. The coach made promises he 
couldn’t keep, made deals that weren’t 
his to make. At one time the Rams 
owed one draft choice to three clubs. 
Several rival coaches refused ever to do 
business with him again. He’s toted up 
some 55 trades since coming to Los 
Angeles. 

Allen always has been pro football’s 
most impatient coach. He can’t wait for 
success. He wants players who will pro- 
duce right now. He was in even more of 
a hurry at the start of the 1970 season 
for he feared it was his last chance to 
produce a championship for the Rams. 

That’s why it wasn’t surprising that 
he sent Jim Seymour packing. A Notre 
Dame legend, Seymour departed more 
swiftly than has any other first-round 
draft choice. Allen knew Jim had the 
ability to play in the league but he saw 
him as no superstar, nor one who would 
flare soon to fruition. 

But then Allen always has been that 
way. He simply prefers proven perform- 
ers to rookies. When he took over five 
years ago, he quickly bid goodbye to 
Terry Baker, an even more celebrated 
first-round choice than Seymour, since 
he was a Heisman winner. 

At once George built a well between 
his players and the Rams front office. In 
defiance of the tenets of coaching, he 
sought an intense personal relationship 
with each of his 40 players. And all 
came to regard him as a personal friend, 
a father image, and they gave him every- 
thing they had, in shape or not. Al- 
though the squad was severely crippled 
in 1968, it still was a big winner. 

Trying to be a friend of all players 
left no time for Allen to commune with 
Reeyes or anyone else, except his own 
family. His frenetic drive for success 
prompted him to scorn draft choices, 
the lifeblood of a club. He came to 
believe the Rams were HIS team, not 
Reeves’. 

Both Roman Gabriel and Merlin 
Olsen, friends, teammates and business 
partners, agree that pro football now 
has become too big to bea toy ofa rich 
man. 

Reeves, however, has meant far more 
to the Rams than this rapacious new- 
comer. It was Dan who first saw the 
West as a sports center, who moved his 
team from Cleveland, where it was 

(Continued on page 62) 


~ Lamar Lundy (85) and Merlin Olsen leased high (above) to defend against Atlanta’ s Hendy 
Johnson’s pass attempt. Below, Tommy Mason (20) runs interference for Larry Smith (38). 
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Blues’ husky defenseman. “But I didn’t. 
These games don’t mean that much. But 
on tonight’s performance, he doesn’t 
look like he should be playing. He’s 
going to get hit and hurt in the regular 
season.” 

“Ted’s coordination is really bad,” 
said Ab McDonald, St. Louis’ veteran 
left winger. ““Mind you, he’s been out a 
year. He might come back. But he 
looked bad tonight. He kept falling 
down when nobody was near him.” 

Green was just as ineffective in the 
October 4 game against the Canadiens. 
“Tt would be nice to say that Green 
made it back all the way last night, but 
it would not be true,” wrote Red Fish- 
er, the hockey analyst of the Montreal 
Star. “He still has a long, long way to 
go. He was not the Ted Green we have 
known. His moves were slow. They were 
deliberate. Mostly he reached at oncom- 
ing forwards. Some went around him. 
He fell awkwardly. There was no sharp- 
ness and surely no ferocity to his play.” 

“It takes a while to get back your 
timing after being away so long,” point- 
ed out Johnson in assessing the veteran 
rearguard’s performance. 

They will be assessing Tom Johnson’s 
own performance behind the bench 
more closely from now on until the end 
of the season because the pressure is 
starting to build with the East Division 
crown on the line. 

Certainly, Johnson was named to the 
coaching position under the most un- 
usual circumstances. He had had no pre- 
vious experience of this kind, having 
played defense for the Canadiens before 
being named an assistant to Milt 
Schmidt, the Bruins’ general manager. 

Harry Sinden, who led the Bruins’ to 
the Cup triumph, had resigned 10 days 
after the champagne had been con- 
sumed. Sinden said he had had a salary 
dispute with the Bruins’ management. 
Whatever the reason, Bruins’ players 
were shocked. 

“We were losing a damn good man,” 
said Orr. “We did the playing, but he, 
was there every night doing the coach- 
ing. Coaching is a tough job.” 

“T hate to lose Harry,” stated goalie 
Ed Johnston. “Every year he got closer 
to the players. They respected him and 
they played for him. We will certainly 
miss him.” 

Other comments: 

Sanderson: “I hate to see him go. 
He’s the best coach I ever played for.” 

Phil Esposito, the high-scoring cen- 
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ter: “He was the best coach J ever had 
in pro hockey. I have met a lot of great 
guys on the management end, and most 
of them have been with the Bruins, but 
Harry has been the best. He knows the 
players better than anyone I have ever 
known.” 

Fred Stanfield, another veteran cen- 
ter: “Harry was great to me. He had 
confided in me and I in him. I hate to 
see him go.” 

When he accepted the job on June 1, 
Johnson admitted that his lack of ex- 
perience may pose “a considerable prob- 
lem for a while.”” However, he added, “‘I 
haven't felt any pressure yet.” 

The pressure is likely to be supplied 
by the Rangers, a solid club with plenty 
of depth and two fine goaltenders in Ed 
Giacomin and Gilles Vitlemure. A year 
ago, the Rangers were in first place at 
mid-season only to fall back when sever- 
al star players including defensemen 
Brad Park and Jim Neilson and forward 
Vic Hadfield were injured. 

The competition for first place be- 
tween the Bruins and Rangers is likely 
to be close right down to the wire. Bos- 
ton’s aggressive style plus its penchant 
for winning on home ice may give it a 
slight edge. 

“When I think of Boston,” says the 
Rangers’ Park, named to the defense 
position with Orr on the league All-Star 
team last season, “the emphasis is on 
the ‘B’—the Bruins. The Bums, that’s 
what they are, but they’re also good, 
rough hockey players. 

“And in Boston Garden, you’ve got 
that squeezed-in feeling,” adds Park, 
commenting on the ice surface and seat- 
ing capacity, both quite a bit smaller 
than Madison Square Garden in New 
York. ““You always feel like you're be- 
ing crowded into a corner. It’s claustro- 
phobic. You’re always hot, sticky, clam- 
my and it’s hard to skate because the ice 
is not too good. It seems like the stands 
come right over the edge of the rink and 
you're down in a pit—that’s what it 
turns out to be—fighting for your life.” 

About the Bruins’ aggressiveness, the 
young defenseman says, “Sure, you’ve 
got to consider the physical aspects. 
You know it'll be rough. You know 
something is going to erupt—you just 
wonder when. You know there’ll be 
some cheap shots, some brawling, but 
you have to beat them at their own 
game.” 

The statistics figuratively and literal- 
ly disclose what the Bruins’ emphasis on 
intimidation has done. Last season 
Bruins’ players spent 1,196 minutes in 
the penalty box, the highest total in the 
NHL. Only three other clubs had more 
than 1,000. And more players were in- 
jured in Bruins’ games than in those in- 
volving any other teams. 

“Any time you start cracking heads 
like Boston does you're going to get 
people hurt,” says Lynn Patrick, St. 


Louis’ managing director and a former 
Boston general manager and coach. 

“It’s almost psychological warfare,” 
observes Hal Laycoe, coach of the Van- 
couver Canucks, one of the league’s new 
expansion clubs. “Every time you read 
about a Boston player, it’s how he’s go- 
ing to intimidate the opposition. The 
other clubs are trying to get players for 
their teams who won’t be intimidated.” 

Reg Fleming, Buffalo’s veteran for- 
ward who led the NHL in penalties after 
the first month of the current campaign, 
puts a lot of the blame on the Bruins’ 
enthusiastic supporters. 

“Most of them are just animals,” 
Fleming states. “They only appreciate a 
hitting club, not the science of the 
game. They wouldn’t even appreciate a 
club that depended on skill if they had 
one.” 

Fleming’ played for Montreal, Bos- 
ton, New York, Chicago and Philadel- 
phia before joining the new Sabres this 
season. “Boston is the worst place as far 
as I am concerned,” he says now. “In 
one week after I got traded from the 
Bruins to New York they forgot I used 
to play for them and they turned on me 
like a pack of animals.” 

Somehow, almost every time there is 
a pier six brawl in hockey’s major league 
the Bruins seem to be involved in it. 
“When they drop the puck to start a 
game, the Bruins seem to think it’s a 
piece of raw meat,” says Bud Poile, 
Vancouyer’s general manager. 

Sanderson, who brought an aggres- 
sive reputation with him. from the On- 
tario Hockey Association to Boston 
four years ago, epitomizes the Bruins’ 
roughhouse tactics. He has earned the 
nickname “Dirty Derek.” 

“Sanderson has eyes in the back of 
his head,’ says Bob Baun, the seasoned 
defenseman who has played for Toron- 
to, Detroit and Buffalo. “He must have 
because half the guys in the league are 
waiting for him. But somebody will get 
him. It always catches up with that 
type. He’s always carrying that stick up 
around his shoulder.” 

Defenseman Don Awrey is another 
tough customer. He’s averaged 150 min- 
utes in penalties during recent seasons. 
The Bruins’ stalwart also has his own 
theory about getting ‘em early. “‘It’s 
better to hit the opposing forwards be- 
fore they get a chance to set up,” he 
explains. “Take the Rangers, for exam- 
ple. You can’t afford to let them fool 
around in your zone with their drop 
passes. They’re a good scoring team if 
you let them get position. That’s why 
our whole team—not just the defense- 
men—will try to hit them right from the 
beginning.” 

Sometimes, the Bruins’ hit em from 
the beginning, in the middle and near 
the end of the games. In a game at Oak- 
land early last season, front-office ex- 
ecutives of the Seals became angry when 


Wayne Cashman of Boston slashed the 
legs of the home team’s Carol Vadnais 
in the first minute of play. Cashman 
wasn’t penalized. Later, the Seals com- 
plained that Orr three times cross- 
checked Oakland’s Mike Laughton from 
behind without getting a penalty. 

“It’s criminal what they’re doing,” 
said Frank Selke, the Seals’ general man- 
ager. “‘The officials are afraid of them. I 
can’t imagine why but they are. Certain 
players and certain clubs in this league 
get away with it and Boston has more 
players of that type than any other 
club.” 

Even the league president, Clarence 
Campbell, has registered displeasure 
about the officiating in games involving 
the big, bad Bruins. Campbell made no 
secret of his unhappiness about a situa- 
tion involving Boston’s hard-hitting 
right winger, John McKenzie. “I sat 
there and couldn’t believe it,’” Campbell 
roared. “Four times, McKenzie was in- 
side the face-off circle and each time he 
rapped Lou Angotti (Chicago) with an 
elbow. No penalty. 

“Then the goalie comes out of his 
net all the way to the blueline to get 
involved in a fight, and he doesn’t even 
get a penalty. He came out and dove on 
top of the action. That should have 
been an automatic penalty.” 

In a game last February 17, Bert Mar- 
shall of Oakland wound up in a hospital 
after being bumped by McKenzie. “‘As I 
started to go past him,” Marshall ex- 
plained, “he bumped me and then he 
stuck out his leg and tripped me. I twist- 
ed my back and went into the boards. 
He did it on purpose. He’s a typical Bos- 
ton hockey player. They try to intimi- 
date you. 

“Look, everybody does a few things 
illegal; sometimes you have to in order 
to stop a goal. But Boston, they do 
more illegal things than anybody else.” 

Sanderson, probably more than any 
other Bruin, has been charged with not 
following the letter of the hockey law. 
“I was a hard kid when I played junior 
hockey,” he admits. “I had a lot of 
fights and a lot of bad ones. Once police 
came on the ice and some fans cornered 
me in a room afterward and gave me a 
beating. But I’ve never been afraid and 
I’m not now.” 

“When I took this job,” states 
Schmidt, the Bruins’ front-office boss, 
“T said we’d have to hold our own 
against the bigger clubs if we were to 
make the playoffs. Derek is a perfect 
example. He doesn’t take a back seat to 
anyone.” 

The Bruins’ rowdy spectators, when 
more than 14,000 of them roar in uni- 
son, give the 42-year-old Boston Garden 
the image of a snake pit. 

“Boston fans are tough,” allows Wes- 
ton Adams Jr., the club president. 
“They're not exactly comparable to 
those in Toronto or Montreal where a 


hockey game is more of a social event. 
It’s a tough crowd; or it can get tough.” 

Some Bruins’ players enjoy the reac- 
tions of the Boston clientele. Others, 
though, privately denounce the fans. 
“Td like to take the whole bunch of 
them and dump them in the Charles 
River,” confided one Boston player. 

“I don’t like it when we get a reputa- 
tion for being a team that uses our 
sticks in a fight,” says Adams. ““That’s 
unfair. We’re a rough team, but we’re no 


dirtier and no cleaner than the others.” 

“The Bruins aren’t going to finesse a 
team to death like the Rangers or the 
Canadiens,” points out Bobby Orr. “We 
try to wear them down physically.” 

It’s quite possible that the Bruins 
themselves will be worn down physical- 
ly by the time this season comes to a 
close. The other contenders, particularly 
the Rangers, are ready to fight, too, 
now that they've learned it makes for an 
easier road to the Stanley Cup. an 


ALCINDOR 

AND ROBERTSON— 
WHAT THEY 
THINK ABOUT 
EACH OTHER 
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There is no question that when play- 
ing against Alcindor, other teams and 
individuals have to almost completely 
adjust their styles of attack, defense and 
other methods of play. Players whose 
usual offensive tactics include driving to 
the hoop, cannot do that against the 
Bucks, not with Large Lew blocking the 
way like the Colossus of Rhodes. There- 
fore, a new way of playing must be 
thought up, such as passing off instead 
of driving, or releasing a shot from 
further out than planned or throwing it 
higher than usual, At any rate, they’re 
all fouled up before they begin, and all 
because of Alcindor. 

Willis Reed, a star center of the 
defending world champion New York 
Knickerbockers and the NBA’s MVP of 
1969-70, is a great admirer of Alcindor. 

Reed says of Lew, “I have never seen 
anyone of his age possess so much 
talent. He has all the ability in the 
world. He has lots of speed and agility, 
especially for a man his size. There is no 
doubt in my mind that in due time, 
Alcindor will be the outstanding center 
in the NBA.” 

According to Alcindor, “Nate Thur- 
mond (of the San Francisco Warriors) is 
the best center I’ve ever faced.” Al- 
though that opinion may change as 
several games and seasons go by. 

Very much aware that he has come a 
long, long way since his days at Power 
Memorial High School in New York 
City, Lew does not make a big deal out 
of his improvement in every department 
of play. Instead he talks about it in a 
calm, reserved, confident manner. 

“] like to think that I’ve improved in 
many different ways. Little by little 
since I’ye joined the Bucks, I’m getting 
used to my surroundings and what is go- 
ing on. Take the hook shot, for 
example. When I was with UCLA, I 
didn’t have to use it very much. But in 
the pros, they keep you further away 
from the basket, so you might say that I 


was forced to develop it into a potent 
weapon.” 

When a team has an Alcindor and a 
Robertson around, the thought of the 
potential spreads among the rest of the 
players. They can smell victory and 
what goes with it in pro sports—money. 
That, of course, makes certain athletes 
rise above their normal abilities and 
reach heights heretofore undreamed of, 
thus making better players of them- 
selves. 

Not mentioned too often, but deserv- 
ing of much of the credit for Alcindor’s 
and the Bucks’ improved play is coach 
Larry Costello, always regarded as a 
hustler and top-notcher during his 
12-year playing career in the NBA. 

One of the effects Alcindor has had 
on the rest of the league is to cause 
intimidation among the rival club’s re- 
bounders as well as the shooters. 

Lew has been accused, on occasion, 
of. not hustling all the time. But his 
periods of so-called uneven play have 
become less and less. With the experi- 
ence of learning how to pace himself, 
criticism of him in certain quarters will 
lessen. Even on offense, fans and mem- 
bers of the press sometimes thought 
Lew was loafing because he did not 
come down quickly enough, so they 
thought, on Milwaukee’s fast breaks. 
Coach Costello explains that is part of 
an overall plan to conserve Lew’s 
energy, so he can play as much as he has 
been. 

“In order for us to play our brand of 
ball, Alcindor has to be in there almost 
all the time,” says Larry. “Of course, 
sometimes, he needs a rest, and the best 
time for him to get it is when we’re in a 
fast break situation. At other times, of 
course, when we're setting up for the 
basket, we want Lew in the pivot.” 

The Bucks are noted for their 
gambling defense, solely due to Alcin- 
dor’s presence. The Bucks’ defenders 
can afford to play their opponents a full 
step to the strong side, knowing that if 
he should get past them, Lew will come 
over and stop him. 

Having Alcindor and Robertson on 
the same club means a lot to coach 
Costello. After all, what coach wouldn’t 
give his right eye to have such an all- 
time great duo performing under his 
direction? 
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“Lew and Oscar complement each 
other perfectly,’’ declares the 
Milwaukee mentor. “They can’t stop 
Oscar one-on-one and Lew has been 
terrific since the beginning of the sea- 
son, whereas last year it took him a 
little time to get started among the pros. 
You can’t win a title without a big man, 
but it takes more than one player to 
capture a championship.” 

There are other important parts in 
the Milwaukee machine to go along with 

“sparkplugs Alcindor and Robertson, 
such as guard Jon McGlocklin, the 
NBA’s fourth most accurate shooter last 
season; 6-6 forward Bob Dandridge, one 
of the up-and-coming lights of the loop; 
journeyman Bob Boozer; forward Greg 
Smith, an excellent shooter; and rookie 
Lucius Allen, teammate of Alcindor’s 


from UCLA, who is a ballhandler par 
excellence. 

The improvement in Alcindor since 
he returned pro has been well nigh re- 
markable. One of the best things to have 
happened to him is the coming of Oscar 
Robertson, who has greatly contributed 
to Big Lew’s improvement. Likewise, 
the Big O never had a player of Alcin- 
dor’s calibre to work with on the Cin- 
cinnati Royals. Oscar’s happy now. He 
has no quarrel with the management nor 
the coach. He doesn’t have the problem 
of having an inept supporting case as 
was the case in Cincv. 

Robertson has long been regarded as 
the complete basketball player. When he 
does make a mistake, it is magnified 
beyond all proportion because it is such 
a rarity. 


Alcindor is an aggressive player, 
though he must be careful to tone down 
his temper and avoid getting into some 
scuffles as he did last season. But, all 
that comes under the heading of experi- 
ence as well as maturity. 

Everything seems to be pointing to 
Milwaukee as the center of the pro 
basketball world, if not this season, then 
for many years in the future. Champion- 
ships don’t wait for timetables and 
neither for men like Lew Alcindor and 
Oscar Robertson. 

The Big O has been dying to show 
everyone that despite these agonizing 
years of the past, he has really always 
had the heart and soul of a winner. And 
with the Big A, he can now prove it to 
the experts as well as to the most 
important fellow—himself. | | 
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At Virginia, coach Bill Elias, now at 
Navy, even tried to talk him out of cry- 
ing the pros because Cuozzo had a 
promising medical career ahead of him. 
“Tl thought that’s where his best 
interests lay,” Elias said. “‘But Gary told 
me he didn’t want to be 45 years old 
and wonder if he could have made it in 
the NFL.” 

Still, he was passed over in the draft 
after scouts learned of the full scholar- 
ship he had been offered to the Yale 
medical school and his grades that earn- 
ed him Phi Beta Kappa. 

The Colts might have drafted him 
anyway, but they already had Unitas 
and veteran Lamar McHan. Then Balti- 
more coach Weeb Ewbank got a look at 
the youngster in the Senior Bowl game 
and the Colts signed him as a free agent 
for $2000. He became their No. 3 
quarterback when the Colts opened 
training camp in the summer of 1963, 
and then moved up to No. 2, 

Cuozzo was the star pupil of Unitas 
and Ray Berry, prompting Unitas to 
praise him as “a quick learner and hard 
worker.” 

Cuozzo served his apprenticeship 
well, but as veteran running back Phil 
King of the Vikings said after Cuozzo’s 
big day against them, it must be 
frustrating “to be that good and be be- 
hind Unitas.” 

All the writers were scrambling to 
interview Cuozzo after that game, many 
of them first learning his name, how to 
pronounce it and spell it. And yet every- 
one knew Unitas would be back, and for 
a long time to come. Cuozzo, too, knew 
it. 
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“John told me that he’s going to 
continue to play football as long as he 
can,” Cuozzo said, and that was enough 
to make up his mind. Cuozzo realized 
that he had learned a great deal with the 
Colts, and with Unitas as a teacher, and 
by just watching him play. But Cuozzo 
wanted out. 

“Baltimore would have been a great 
place to hide, but I wanted to play,” he 
said. “I felt for some time I was ready 
to take over some team, but I never 
tried to push the situation. But I’m sure 
I'd still be sitting on the bench if I 
hadn’t said anything.” 

Cuozzo began talking to the Colts 
about being traded after his first season, 
letting them know that he felt it better 
to be a starter on an untried team than a 
reserve on a winner. 

Cuozzo, given some assurances by 
the Colts, bided his time without mak- 
ing any ultimatums or demands. He told 
the Colts he would go to whatever team 
wanted him most. 

“If I were to say I wanted to gotoa 
specific club,” he said, “it would only 
make it more difficult for the Colts to 
trade me. I didn’t want any problems 
with any one.” 

Shula later revealed that the Colts 
were approached by several clubs since 
Gary’s ability was no secret. “‘While we 
were concerned about sending him some 
place where he could play, the deciding 
factor was the best deal for the Colts,” 
Shula said. 

Whatever the reason, ‘‘I’m grateful to 
Shula because he stuck by his word,” 
Cuozzo said. 

So Cuozzo was sent to the expansion 
New Orleans Saints, and the Colts came 
out in good shape, too. They got the 
Saints No. | draft choice and that turn- 
ed out to be Bubba Smith. The Colts 
also received the No. 3 pick, linebacker 
Norm Davis, and veteran linebacker Bill 
Curry. They sent reserve guard Butch 
Allison with Cuozzo to the Saints. 

Cuozzo immediately was considered 
the top man in a triumvirate of New 


Orleans quarterbacks that also included 
Bill Kilmer and Gary Wood. 

Kilmer, a Joe Kapp-ty pe quarterback 
who runs perhaps better than he throws, 
had a fine exhibition season while 
Cuozzo admittedly ‘“‘had a little prob- 
lem getting my passes off. [’'m a deep 
setter and used to some cup protection. 
We had a lot of linemen trying to make 
the team.” 

The result was Cuozzo threw only 78 
passes during the exhibition season and 
was sacked 20 times for 149 yards lost. 
In seven league games, he completed 
51.5 per cent of his passes while split- 
ting time with Kilmer, but he was 
smeared another 15 times and managed 
only three scoring tosses. 

The Saints and then Coach Tom 
Fears figured it would take two or three 
years to build an offensive line that 
would give Cuozzo adequate protection. 
The Saints, however, needed a winner 
sooner than that, and that’s why Fears 
decided Kilmer, who could run away 
from onrushing linemen, would do a 
better job than Cuozzo under the 
circumstances. 

So on the night before the 1968 

college draft, Cuozzo was dealt to the 
Vikings with Yowarsky telling his form- 
er Minnesota team Cuozzo is “all you 
want in a pocket passer.” 
’ It was a strange deal with Cuozzo go- 
ing to the Vikings for their No. 1 draft 
pick, who turned out to be lineman 
Kevin Hardy. Hardy then was sent to 
San Francisco as payment for end Dave 
Parks. The Saints also got Minnesota’s 
No. 1 pick in 1969, guard John Shin- 
ners. 

However, the Vikings had the option 
of deciding after two years if they want- 
ed to keep Cuozzo, and if they didn’t, 
they would give the Saints their No. 1 
draft choice and return Cuozzo to the 
Saints. 

Cuozzo himself said it bothered him 
when the clauses in the trade were made 
public, but that he never gave the return 
clause serious consideration. 


Kapp had joined the Vikings the 
previous year, but proved a disappoint- 
ment by leading the Vikings to only 
three victories while completing only 47 
per cent of his passes. 

Cuozzo, however, never had much 
chance to do better. He missed five pre- 
season games and six regular season con- 
tests With shoulder injuries, but he did 
complete 24 of the 33 passes he threw 
for 299 yards and one touchdown, and 
also proved his courage and determina- 
tion, 

Cuozzo broke his collarbone during a 
game against Detroit—he injured the 
shoulder three times during the season 
—and remained in the game to complete 
five of seven passes in a 72-yard touch- 
down march. 

“Last year (1969), Coach Grant told 
Kapp and me we would both play and 
he would use us according to how he 
felt,” Cuozzo said. “After we lost the 
opener, Joe started the next game and 
threw seven touchdown passes. That 
same game, I broke my nose.” 


From then on, it was Kapp going up 
and Cuozzo spending more and more 
time on the bench. Still, he completed 
108 of 221 passes for 1,445 yards and 
eight scores, but those figures included 
exhibition play. He threw only 98 
passes during the season and completed 
49, 

Then with the Vikings marching into 
the Super Bowl under Kapp’s leadership 
and his growing reputation as the sport’s 
new golden boy, Cuozzo seemed 
destined for another position as a No. 2 
quarterback, a title that seemingly was 
beginning to stick. 

Then Kapp bargained himself out of 
the job, and off the team. When he be- 
gan his hold out before training camp, 
there still was little doubt that some 
agreement would be reached and Kapp 
would be at the helm when the season 
began. 

But while Grant had once said during 
the previous season that Cuozzo “al- 
ways has been in the wrong place at the 
wrong time,’ now it seemed he was in 
the right place at the right time. 

“When we opened camp Gary was 
much more assertive,” said one Viking 
official. “He was barking orders with 
more authority. 

“When the veterans came to camp 
they still assumed Kapp would be there 
eventually. They seemed to be waiting 
for him. But now they have switched 
their allegiance to Gary.” 

Cuozzo pitched for 984 yards and 
seven touchdowns in five pre-season 
games as the Vikings rolled up a 4-2 
record. That last victory, of course, was 
completed on that winning pass to 
Jones, and it put it all together for 
Cuozzo and the Vikings. 

“Winning is everything.” Cuozzo 
said. “Whatever it takes, ’m willing to 
do it. | | | 
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looked as if the new coach, John Rauch, 
agreed with the critics after Dixon rode 
the bench for the club’s first five games, 

It was then that Dixon created his 
own breaks. Before the game with 
Kansas City, which was on its way to 
the first Super Bowl, Hewritt went to 
Rauch and begged him for the chance to 
start against the Chiefs. ““They’ve always 
been my pigeon,’ insisted Hewritt. 
Rauch made no promise for he had 
heard such boasts before from other 
athletes. But, just before the kickoff, he 
changed his lineup and told Dixon he 
was to start. 

Hewritt made good on his vows by 
scoring three times, once on a pulsating 
76-yard pass-and-run, as the Raiders 
crushed the champions-to-be, 34-13. 
After that there was no stopping the 
Freight Train, a name he had picked up 
at Florida A & M. He played in the AFL 
All-Star games of 1966-67-68. 

His last big day before the Washing- 
ton game came against Houston in the 
Astrodome in 1968 when he amassed 
187 yards on 28 carries. In the next 
game, his knee was severely damaged. 
Still, he played courageously on, and 
then underwent an operation at season’s 
end. His coaches still can’t understand 
how he gained 865 yards that year, 
third in the AFL. 

Other injuries befell the Freight 
Train in 1969. Principally, it was his 
shoulder injury, and it limited his 
motions and immobilized his stiff arm. 
Hewritt carried the ball only 107 times 
for 398 yards. He also caught 33 passes 
for 275 more yards. 


He also served the Raiders as an 
effective decoy, as the enemy always 
had to respect the possibility of his line 
charge. Even more important, he form- 
ed the last line of defense for Lamonica, 
and seldom did a tackler get by Hewie. 

At training camp last summer, Dixon 
once more looked like the Wabash 
Cannonball barreling down a mountain. 
Then a bruised thigh hampered him in 
the pre-season games. By now some of 
the critics were saying he was too old to 
come back, though Dixon was only 29. 

Taciturn and studious by nature, 
Hewritt still speaks out when necessary, 
and his advice is frequently sought by 
the younger Raider blacks. Since they 
are coming into money for the first 
time, he has been helpful in preventing 
them from squandering it foolishly. 

“That cat’s my favorite banker,” 
praises defensive lineman Carleton Oats. 


“T could have lost all my savings once if 
I hadn’t gone to Hewritt for advice.” 

Hewritt apparently has an innate 
touchdown tendency. Before injuries 
overtook him, he was scoring a touch- 
down every 10th time he carried the 
bail. 

His nostrils flared and he seemed to 
be the more furious when the Raiders 
neared the goal line. And, such was his 
exuberance when he scored, he always 
threw the ball high into the stands. That 
is he did until the AFL voted two years 
ago to fine any player $100 for throw- 
ing a football into the stands. 

Never given to cockiness, Dixon 
couldn’t swing it around the Raiders, 
anyway. Though still under the age 
youngsters can trust, his hairline is be- 
ginning to fall back like his tacklers so 
his teammates call him “Gramps” and 
“Baldy,” and various other endearing 
titles. A good-natured fellow, Hewritt 
minds not at all this joshing. 

Dixon has a fascination for young- 
sters, and he particularly likes to work 
with the wild ones, as he did at Denver. 
That was a strange experience for him in 
the Mile» High City for he didn’t know 
what a loser was till he joined the 
Broncos, 

“J remember that we lost only two 
games in my last four years at Alachua 
High, and it was the same at Florida A 
& M,” he recalled. “So it was quite a 
change at Denver. The cold weather 
bothered me, too. I couldn’t get used to 
it.” 

An eighth-round draft choice of the 
Broncos and the I1th of Pittsburgh, 
Dixon joined Denver in 1963. 

But Hewritt’s real shock came the 
night before the 1964 opener in New 
York. It was then that Coach Jack 
Faulner suddenly approached him and 
handed him a play book. 

“Here,” he said, “study the pass 
patterns. We’re starting you at tight end 
tomorrow.” 

Hewritt, a fullback, had never played 
the position before; still he finished out 
the year with 38 receptions and 15.4 
yards average a catch. 


“The coaches told me they were dis- 
appointed in my 1965 performance,” 
said Dixon with a grimace. “But I didn’t 
think I had a bad season. I twisted a 
knee in an exhibition game, and I re- 
turned before it was healed. Then I re- 
injured it in a league game, and it was 
midseason before I recovered.” The 
statistics seem to back him up. He had 
22 receptions for 301 yards, ranked 
third in the league for yards gained by 


passing. 
However, like Shakespeare, Dixon 
found sweetness in his adversity at 


Denver. He did learn how to catch a 
pass. 

“Mac Speedie (the Cleveland legend) 
was a great end coach,” asserted Dixon. 
“He would wave a tree branch in front 
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of my face when I went up for a ball, 
just to make sure I was concentrating on 
the catch.” 

It was Davis who rescued Dixon from 
Denver and his miserable miscasting as a 
tight end. In films Davis saw Hewritt 
grab a pass with one hand, keep it in 
that hand and then use the other to 
fend off tacklers. Davis whistled in dis- 
belief. 

“There’s a natural fullback if I ever 
saw one,” he told his staffers at the 
time. He viewed Dixon at once as also a 
deadly threat on the Raiders’ swing 
pass. At the end of the 1965 season, Al 
was able to pick up the blocking end in 
a deal for Arch Matsos, a lightweight 
linebacker, who had become something 
of a hero in Oakland. 

“I got more static over that trade 
than any other I ever made,” admitted 
Davis. “It didn’t help either when I ex- 
plained that Dixon had been obtained 
to play fullback for we already had a 
popular fullback in (the late) Roger 
Hagberg. I tried to soft his way by ex- 
plaining, too, that I had followed him 
since his college days and knew him to 
be the big play type of runner who 
could break a game for us.” 

On joining the Raiders, Dixon was 
wearing pads on the backs of his hands. 
They had been stepped on so often as 
an end that he still wore the pads while 
waiting for the bruises to heal, 

Big as he is, Hewritt still is the 
smallest of his four brothers with the 
exception .of Dwain, who’s only 7. 
Larry, 25, and Woodrow, 23, both stand 
6-3, and Alfred, 21, who plays at 
Florida A&M, also is 6-3. 

Hewritt Dixon, Sr. though he stands 
5-11 and weighs 196, didn’t provide his 
sons with the bulk of their size. For he’s 
overshadowed by his wife, Teresa, who 
packs 217 pounds on a 6-foot frame. 
Moreover, she had 12 brothers, all of 
whom were 6 or taller. 

“We had a beautiful family relation- 
ship,” says Hewritt. “There was a large 
potato patch next to our house, and we 
used it for our playground, After we’d 
done our homework, Dad took us out 
there to play football, basketball and 
baseball. 

“T went to school in Alachua, which 
had the first grade through the 12th. So 
anyone was eligible to play on the foot- 
ball team. 

“IT grew so fast my parents thought I 
was going to be a monster. When I was 
12, I was as big as I am now. In the 
sixth grade, I beat out my Uncle Rufus 
(a 218-pound, 18-year-old) to gain a 
starting position at tackle,” 

It got so that whenever Alachua met 
a team with a star player, Hewie would 
be told to play opposite him for the 
purpose of mayhem. 

Hewritt also became so adroit in 
baseball as a catcher, he was offered a 
contract by Milwaukee when he was 16. 
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“My father was a good sandlot base- 
ball player,” ‘said Hewritt. “When I was 
5, he started me out catching the ball. 
Still he was smart enough not to let me 
sign that baseball contract. He had play- 
ed at Florida A&M, and he wanted me 
to go there, too. I had a flock of offers 
from other schools. I visited five in the 
Big Ten.” 

In addition to playing fullback at 
Florida A&M, Dixon took part in track. 
He ran 9.9 in the 100. It was then the 
football players started calling him 


“Freight Train,” for he still was a slow- 
poke compared with the other backs— 
Bob Hayes (9.1), Bob Parramore (9.3) 
and Eugene White (9.4). Consequently, 
he was used largely as a blocking back 
though he did average 6.4 yards a carry 
in 1962. He also showed what was to 
come by running wild when he caught a 
pass. 

Today NFL opponents would agree 
that the Florida speedboys had at least 
half the right word for Hewritt Dixon, 
for he certainly hits like a train. 


THE 
DIAMOND 
DYNASTY 
MYTH 


Continued from page 41 


and Frank Robinson was .308-32-100. 
Paul Blair had his best season with 
26-76-.284 while Don Buford hit .291 
and drove in 64 runs. Other pleasant 
surprises were Dave Johnson (.280) and 
Mark Belanger (.281), both better 
known for their gloves. 

The Birds had a fantastic pitching 
nucleus in 1969, Newcomer Mike 
Cuellar, acquired from Houston in a 
trade for Curt Blefary, headed the 
attack with a 23-11 mark. McNally 
came up with his second straight 
20-game season as he was 20-7 and Jim 
Palmer made a miraculous recovery, 
winning 16 of 20 decisions and posting 
a 2.34 ERA. Phoebus chipped in with a 
14-7 mark while Eddie Watt, Pete 
Richert and Dick Hall were solid in the 
bullpen. 

The 1970 campaign was practically a 
rerun for the Orioles. They won 108 
and lost 54 (.667) in finishing 15 games 
ahead of the Yankees in the East and 
then whipped the Twins again in three 
straight. This time they took the World 
Series, defeating the Reds in five games. 

Once again, Boog Powell was the big 
man. He clobbered 35 home runs, drove 
home 114 runs and hit .306 in being 
named the American League’s Most 
Valuable Player. He got valuable 
assistance from the Robinsons, Blair, 
Buford, Johnson and ‘super-sub Marv 
Rettenmund who hit .322 and slammed 
18 homers. 

McNally, Cuellar and Palmer gave the 
Birds a tremendous triple-punch on the 
mound and had the distinction of be- 
coming the first trio to win 20 games in 
a season for a team since the Cleveland 
Indians’ Bob Lemon, Herb Score and 
Early Wynn bagged 20 each in 1956. 
They were backed up formidably in the 
bullpen again by Watt, Richert and Hall 
and also by Moe Drabowsky, who was 
reacquired from Kansas City. 

Three pennants in five vears is cer- 


tainly a respectable accomplishment but 
doesn’t begin to constitute a dynasty of 
Yankee proportions. The Yankees twice 
won five pennants in a row (1949-53 
and 1960-64) and took four straight on 
another occasion (1955-58). And in 
their 1949-53 streak the Bronx Bombers 
accomplished a feat that will probably 
never be equalled—five straight World 
Series championships. 

It is much more difficult for a team 
to build a dynasty today because of the 
new divisional playoffs. Anything can 
happen in a short three-out-of-five series 
and the team with the best season-long 
record may not even win its league’s 
pennant. And eyen if the Orioles do 
continue to dominate the East, you 
wonder how long they can keep dump- 
ing off the Twins in the playoffs. The 
percentages have to run out on them. 

Also, unforeseen injuries and off-sea- 
sons by stars are always working against 
a club. Look what happened to Denny 
McLain, Jim Lonborg, Reggie Jackson, 
Tom Seaver, Juan Marichal and Rod 
Carew for example. Who’s to say that 
Powell will have another big year? His 
record is one of inconsistency. How 
long can the aging Robinsons go on? 
Can McNally win 20 for a fourth 
straight year? Teams like the Yankees 
and the Angels have improved con- 
siderably and are out to get the Orioles 
and Twins. The Orioles won big in 1966 
with essentially the same club. Since no 
dynasty developed then, it is con- 
ceivable that none will develop now. 

But, say some writers and fans, it will 
be the Reds, not the Orioles, who will 
form a dynasty. They tell you how Cin- 
cinnati ran away with the National 
League in 1970 and how young Johnny 
Bench, Tony Perez, Pete Rose, Bernie 
Carbo, Bobby Tolan, Lee May and their 
other Red mainstays are. What they fail 
to consider is that Cincinnati’s domin- 
ance was all based on a fantastic first 
half of the 1970 season. The Reds only 
played .549 baseball and hit with much 
less authority once they had moved out 
of friendly Crosley Field into bigger 
Riverfront Stadium on June 30. 

The experts tell you that the down- 
fall of the Reds in the second half was 
due to injuries to the pitchers who had 
performed so well in the first half. They 
note the medical problems of Jim 
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Merritt and Wayne Simpson. But a look 
at the first half earned run averages indi- 
cates the Reds’ success was due to an 
overwhelming display of firepower in 
the confines of Crosley Field. One has 
to wonder just how successful theyll be 
when they play their entire season in 
Riverfront. A look at how they per- 
formed in each park in 1970 might 
clarify the point: 


Cc R 
Games 73 91 
Won-Lost §2-21 50-41 
Percentage 712 549 
Runs scored 368 408 
Runs per game 5.04 4.47 
Home runs 108 82 
HR’s per game 1.49 0.90 
Batting average -276 -265 


In a sense, the 1970 Reds were the 
reverse of the 1969 Mets. The Mets won 
with their superior pitching, an abund- 
ance of which made up for their weak 
offensive lineup. The Reds won with 
their overwhelming power, an abund- 
ance of which made up for their just fair 
pitching and defense. 

And, then, there is the morale prob- 
lem. 

Right now all is beer and skittles for 
the Reds and Orioles. Both pride them- 
selves on being one big happy family. 
Sparky Anderson, Reds’ skipper and 
Earl Weaver, manager of the Orioles 
Share the adulation of their squads. 
Nothing can happen to change this 
esprit. Or can it? 

Ask any veteran of the Mets’ Year of 
The Miracle. Nineteen sixty nine 
brought Gil Hodges the Manager of the 
Year award. The Victory-rich players 
were unstinting in their praise of him. 
More than one has been quoted as say- 
ing, “If you can’t play for the man, you 
don’t deserve to be here,” 

Remember how they jumped to his 
defense when the controversial Ken 
Harrelson leveled the blast on Hodges 
for the way he’d operated while manag- 
ing the Senators? 

But what a difference a year can 
make. Even before the club reported to 
spring training to begin preparations for 
the defense of their world title, the bits 
and chunks were beginning to fall away 
from the facade of the happy home at 
Shea image. 

There were reported jealousies arising 
from the amount of ink captured by 
Tom Seaver and his very attractive wife, 
Nancy. 

There was Ron Swoboda’s outburst 
about having let his family down by 
signing for a measly $42,000, 

There was the head-shaking which ac- 
companied a report that the Mets had 
not lived up to their word in dealing 
with Ed Charles, the immensely popular 
retiring third baseman. Charles had been 
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promised a public relations job in the 
front office. The job and the relation- 
ship went aglimmering because of a 
$5,000 moving bill. 

And these were only portents of 
things to come. 

By mid-season, the always promising 
and sometimes delivering first bonus 
baby, Ed Kranepool was on his way to 
Tidewater midst reports that he would 
hang up his spikes rather than return to 
the bus riding and $3 a day meal allow- 
ances of a minor leaguer. 

Jerry Grote was gaining headlines in 
the New York press for some alleged 
anti-social hijinx aboard charter planes. 

Swoboda was regaling any reporter 
ready to listen to him with tales of how 
he was being persecuted by his skipper 
who kept him squirming on the bench 
when he should be playing right field as 
a regular. 

The Swoboda tirade brought a quick 
and scathing retort from general 
manager Bob Scheffing who suggested 
that the press study Ron’s statistics 
amassed while not on the bench. At the 
time they came to a very anemic .232 
batting average—hardly what a $42,000 
salary should bring. 

By season’s end, Swoboda was 
issuing play me or trade me ultimatums. 
He ripped into Hodges again and again, 
claiming the ex-Marine had choked up 
and had refused to play the men who 
had won him the pennant in 1969. 

Tom Seaver, the All-American boy, 
had: shown that he had a boiling point 
which was a great deal below what had 
been thought. His temper tantrums on 
the mound and in the clubhouse were 
completely out of character. Whether 
they were triggered by frustrations or a 
Nagging sore arm remain debatable. 
Seaver said there was nothing wrong 
with his arm. Swoboda didn’t go along 
with that—noting that after each outing 
the ace of the Mets’ staff spent more 
than an hour in the locker room flexing 
the biceps. 

There were other disappointments on 
the staff as well. Whether physical or 
emotional is debatable. Relief specialist 
Tug McGraw spent half the season with 
a sore arm following an off season acci- 
dent. When the arm finally grew strong, 
he had lost confidence in his ability to 
get the out pitch over. This brought the 
caustic comment from Hodges, ‘Your 
arm’s okay now, what’s wrong with 
your head?” 

Like the Mets, the Reds are young, 
impressionable and not used to the 
Stress that goes with being a winner. 
And this could be a major factor in their 
ability to repeat. 

When the St. Louis Cardinals won 
pennants in “67 and “68 and their high- 
salary payroll was well publicized, it was 
said they would rule the National 
League for many years to come. What 
happened? In 1969 they finished fourth 


in the N.L. East, 13 games in back ot 
the Mets. The reasons? Lou Brock and 
Curt Flood were not the run-producing 
pair of the pennant years. Vada Pinson, 
Roger Maris’ replacement in right field, 
suffered early season injuries and didn’t 
live up to expectations. Mike Shannon 
and Dal Maxvill didn’t hit a lick. Bob 
Gibson had another 20-game season but 
he couldn’t do it alone, Result—no 
dynasty was born. 

Ken (Hawk) Harrelson was happy 
when Charles O. Finley sold him to the 
Boston Red Sox in the middle of the 
*67 season. “I want to play for this 
team; they’re going to have a dynasty,” 
the Hawk said. The Sox managed to win 
the flag on the last day of the season in 
one.of the most dramatic races in base- 
ball history. But one should remember 
that one of their star players—Tony 
Conigliaro—was out the last third of the 
season with an eye injury or they might 
have won hands down. 

The next season the “Impossible 
Dream” was over. Jim Lonborg was hurt 
skiing in the off-season and his record 
fell from 22-9 to 6-10. Conigliaro was 
out for the season. George Scott’s 
average dropped from .303 to an un- 
believably low .171. His power produc- 
tion fell from 19 homers and 82 RBI’s 
in 1967 to a mere three and 25 in 68. 
Carl Yastrzemski, despite winning the 
batting title with a 301 mark, was 
nowhere near the triple-crown hero of 
the previous season. Reserves Dalton 
Jones and Jerry Adair saw their averages 
drop 55 and 75 points respectively. 
Conclusion— the Sox finished third 17 
games behind Tigers. 

About the only bright star was the 
Hawk who slammed 35 homers and led 
the American League with 109 RBI's. 
And he found himself traded the next 
season. Manager Dick Williams, the 
architect of the club’s first pennant in 
17 years, got the axe with only a few 
days remaining in the ’69 season. Player 
dissension was the reason. At the end of 
the 1970 season one of Williams’ most 
outspoken foes, Tony Conigliaro, was 
traded to the Angels. The Sox never did 
get that dynasty. But the Hawk still 
likes Boston. 

The Tigers, with a well-balanced 
attack and 3l-ame winner Denny 
McLain paving the way, romped to the 
American League pennant in 1968. 
finishing 12 games in front of the run- 
ner-up Orioles. A dynasty was in the 
making said some. 

In 1969 the Tigers were never in it as 
they finished second but 19 back of the 
runaway Orioles. Why? Mediocre pitch- 
ing, except for McLain and Mickey 
Lolich, for one thing. A weak bench and 
an injury to second baseman Dick 
McCauliffe for another. A sharp drop in 
productivity from Willie Horton, Jim 
Northrup, Mickey Stanley and Bill 
Freehan for another, 
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In 1970 the Tigers, torn by dissen- 
sion over the Denny McLain incidents 
and Bill Freehan’s book, Behind The 
Mask, were even worse. They finished 
fourth in the A.L. East, 29 games in 
back of Baltimore. At the end of the 
season, McLain was traded to Washing- 
ton and Billy Martin replaced Mayo 
Smith as manager. No dynasty ever did 
evolve in Detroit. 

Conclusion—Dynasties are often pro- 
claimed but seldom accomplished in 
sports. There are too many obstacles 
working against them, even more so to- 
day in the realm of divisional playoffs. 

The old Yankees must have really 
been something. Be 


THE 
RAMS: 
FEUDS— 


FRUSTRATIONS— 
FAILURES 


Continued from page 53 


formed in 1937, to Los Angeles in 
1946, thus setting the example for 
scores of other teams of various sports. 
The year before Branch Rickey brought 
Jackie Robinson into Brooklyn to break 
baseball’s color line, Reeves was playing 
Kenny Washington. Dan originated the 
television plan that brought smashing 
success to the game—live home TV of all 
road games. 

With great foresight and business 
acumen, he defeated a former partner, 
Edwin F. Pauley, in a war for ownership 
of the Rams in 1962. Dan shocked his 
partners by putting a $7.1 million price 
tag on the club. And he paid according- 
ly in buying up the interests of Pauley, 
Fred Levy, Jr., Hal Seley and Bob Hope. 

Reeves also developed both the 
theory of the modern draft and the 
creation of an army of scouts to imple- 
ment the idea. 

Thus it can be seen that Reeves is a 
participant who must continue to take 
part in the operation of his club. 

Reeves, 57, neat and orderly, was 
born to wealth in a mansion on Fifth 
Avenue, but he has always worked as 
hard as those men who came up from 
poverty. His money came from the sale 
of his father’s grocery chain to Safeway 
Stores. 

Dan also views football as a fun 
thing—not an ulcer-producing business. 
He’s often mentioned that he had more 
fun losing under Harland Svare than 
winning with Allen. 

When the Dallas Cowboys accused 
the Rams of spying on them at their 
practice sessions, Reeves was disturbed. 
Not because of the accusation but rath- 
er because it was true. 

And, when Allen complained about 
the field at Kezar Stadium after the 
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Rams’ 20-20 tie with San Francisco, , 


Reeves was shaken again. “We don’t 
alibi,” he told a reporter. 

When Allen took over as head coach, 
he also asked Reeves to make him his 
general manager. Shocked, Dan 
immediately turned him down. 

George always has been in a furious 
tush to make good. He lets his wife, 
Etty, run the household, even buying 
his own clothes, His favorite food is ice 
cream because it goes down faster. 

Etty tells the story of one of their 
first dates in Sioux City, Iowa. She was 
enraptured when George started 
doodling Os and Xs on the tablecloth. 

. “I thought he was drawing hugs and 
kisses,” recalls Etty. “But I was soon to 
learn what they really were.” 

After 20 years of marriage, Allen has 
found time for four children. They live 
in a Palos Verdes mansion overlooking 
the ocean. 

Son of a Detroit auto worker, born 
April 29, 1922, Allen attended Alma 
College, Marquette, where he was an 
end, and Michigan, where he was a 
wrestler and baseballer. He also picked 
up his master’s at Michigan. 

The author of six books on football, 
Allen began his coaching career with the 
Rams as an aide in 1957 after nine years 
of highly successful coaching at 
Morningside (Sioux City) and Whittier 
(California). Following the 1957 season, 
he left the Rams to join the Chicago 
Bears. The boss of the Bear defense, he 
won fame for the 1963 unit that carried 
the Bears to the title. George got the 
game ball after the Bears had beaten the 
Giants in the playoff. 

When Allen returned to the Rams as 
head coach in 1966, he immediately was 
hit by a suit by George Halas, who had 
groomed him as his successor, Loyalty is 
an ephemeral thing in pro football as 
Reeves was to learn. 

Security has never been associated 
with the Rams coaching job, and the 
only wonder is that Allen has lasted as 
long as he has. Here’s the complete 
record since the club moved to Los 
Angeles: 

Adam Walsh (1946), Bob Snyder 
(1947), Clark Shaughnessy (1948-49), 
Joe Stydahar (1950-51), Hampton Pool 
(1952-54), Sid Gillman (1955-59), Bob 
Waterfield (1960-62), Harland Svare 
(1962-65) and Allen (1966-70). 

There never was any question but 
that pro ball would go in Los Angeles. 
Why in 1949, 86,080 watched a Ram- 
Bear game there, the largest crowd up to 
that time. 

In the revolving door policy for 
coaches, the youthful Snyder went 
through the quickest. While the Rams 
were being belted, Rob didn’t suffer. 
Instead, he was alleged to have hit the 
bistros rather hard. 

Snyder was promptly replaced in 
1948 by Clark Shaughnessy, who had 


popularized the T-formation in taking 
Stanford to its Rose Bowl conquest. A 
tragic-heroic figure, he gave the Rams a 
flashing attack, triggered by Bob Water- 
field and Jim Hardy, and the Rams 
quickly won over the fans. 

In Clark’s fifth game, one-eyed 
Tonimy Thompson, the Philadelphia 
quarterback, had the Rams beaten, 
28-4), with 19 minutes left. Suddenly, 
Waterfield caught fire to produce a 
28-28 tie. 

Everything looked rosy for 
Shalighnessy in 1949, after he won the 
Western title and flushed out record 
crowds. Moreover, the All-America Con- 
ference Dons folded that season, leaving 
the Rams with complete title to the 
popiilous area. 

But Clark was unpopular with the 
front office, as well as with many play- 
ers. A moody perfectionist, he drove the 
team like a Captain Bligh. At season’s 
end, Reeves bounced the late genius. 

Told that his 38-year-old assistant, 
Jumo Joe Stydahar, was replacing him, 
Shaughnessy snorted: “When he gets 
through coaching the Rams, | can take 
any high school team in the country and 
beat them.” 

Sitydahar, the opposite of Shaugh- 
néss¥, was soon accused of being too 
easy on the players. Still he held on for 
two seasons. 

It would be hard to imagine a more 
bedriggled football team than were the 
Rams at the close of the 1954 season. 
Coach Hampton Pool had fought an 
open player rebellion since the first 
game. Not only had the players lost con- 
fidence in Pool—and he in them—but al- 
so his four assistants notified him that 
they were resigning at season’s end. 

Ni fool, Pool knew an intolerable 
situation when he saw one. Pulling in his 
jut-jaw he resigned. “If I ever set foot in 
this town again,’ Hamp told Reeves, 
“may it be in Forest Lawn cemetery.” 

Well, anything can happen in Ram 
land, and it was not surprising to see 
Pool back in town in 1960. And not in 
Forest Lawn, either, Rather, he return- 
ed to the hot seat as the No. 1 assistant 
to Waterfield, trying his hand at the 
prized coaching job. 

Waterfield signed a five-year con- 
tract, calling for $25,000 per annum, 
and he made only one real demand— 
that Pool return to his club. Reeves 
agreed to try to bring Hamp back from 
his Toronto travel agency. 

Waterfield and Pool always got on 
well. Bob played his last season with the 
Rams in 1952 under Pool. And they had 
won the last eight games for a Western 
Division tie with the Detroit Lions. The 
four owners were not opposed to Pool 
since he had compiled a 23-10-2 record 
in his three years as head coach. So 
Waterfield was able to coax him back 
with a $20,000 offer. 

The seeds of rebellion were sewn 
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when Tom Fears, who led the uprising 
against Pool in 1954, was hired to coach 
the ends. While Pool was recognized as 
an offensive genius, he was not known 
for any outstanding ability in handling 
men. 

Even a worse charge had been raised 
against him. In 1950 Coach Stydahar 
added Pool to his staff, and the Rams 
won the Western title before losing, 
30-28, to Cleveland in the playoff. The 
following season the Rams repeated as 
conference champions, and this time 
they bounced the Browns, 24-17, for 
the NFL championship. 

At game’s end Jumbo Joe was carried 
off the field on the shoulders of his be- 
loved Rams. But, when the club was 
trounced, 37-6, by Cleveland in the first 
league game of 1952, Stydahar found 
himself out and Pool in. 

“Pool torpedoed me,” he charged. 

Under Hamp, the Rams rallied to win 
their last eight games and climb from 
the cellar to a division tie with Detroit. 
Pool went 8-3-1 in 1953 and 6-5-1 in 
1954. A driver, he refused to delegate 
authority to his assistants. 

Came the insurrection and the 
assistants joined with the players. At 
' times charming and witty, Hamp also 
delighted in humiliating a player before 
the entire squad with his biting sarcasm. 
The players frequently complained to 
the Ram Fan Club of Pool’s rough 
language at halftime. 

The uprising was too much for Pool, 
who fled to Toronto of the Canadian 
League. And he had Waterfield on his 
staff during the pre-season training 
period of 1957. 

The inability of the Ram owners to 
get along actually was to prove a 
tremendous boon to pro football. When 
they couldn’t agree in 1957 ona general 
manager, they compromised by giving, 
the job to the club’s young publicist, 
Pete Rozelle, 

There was strong resentment among 
the Rams in 1959 over the trade of nine 
players to the Chicago Cardinals for 
Ollie Matson. The swift, graceful back 
had been a hero of Rozelle when both 
attended the Univeristy of San Fran- 
cisco, But Matson never did play up to 
his potential. 

Hurt by the trade, the Rams dropped 
to a 2-10 record in 1959. Kicked out at 
season’s end, Sid Gillman landed square- 
ly on his feet as coach of the Chargers 
of the new APL. And this opened up 
the chance for Waterfield to return as 
head coach. 

Providence in 1960 again tapped 
Rozelle on the shoulder, Following the 
death of Bert Bell, the NFL owners 
were unable to decide on the successor 
to his commissioner’s job. And once 
more Pete got the job as a compromise 
candidate. 

Waterfield served only three years, 
departing after a 9-24-1 record. Harland 
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Svare was no better in his four-year 
reign, ending in 1965, his record being 
14-31-3. And this provided the 
opportunity for Allen, who, like 
Rozelle, proceeded to make the most of 
it. 

What’s ahead for the Rams? 

If Allen is fired, they could return to 
the chaotic past. Who could replace 
him? His record—still not good enough 
—would frighten off the real talent. This 
would leave only the supreme egotists 
and the money-hungry. 

Thus, if Allen is fired, he might even 
be rehired—yet again! | 7 | 
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age tend to make this season—and next 
—questionable as far as Gordie’s per- 
formances on the ice are concerned. “I 
hope | can end up with two good 
years,” he says. “I wouldn’t want to go 
out with two bad ones.” 

Despite the physical problems that 
sometimes hamper Gordie’s play—“TI’ve 
got to watch this old body now,” he 
cautions—Howe still is one of the game’s 
outstanding performers. 

“He can still turn it on,” points out 
Bill Gadsby, former Detroit coach. ‘He 
hasn’t slowed down so much as he gets 
tired easier. After four games in five 
nights, he might be dragging his rear a 
bit more.” 

Gordie admits that, “The older I get 
the more rest I need. It has become 
increasingly important. I need more 
sleep. This is something that you must 
make provision for. I’ve found that I 
must schedule my day and even things 
like shopping must be put aside. 

“This is not something that happens 
because we may have three games 
scheduled in four days. Frankly, that 
part puzzles me. I’ve found that quite 
often I’m better in the third game in a 
three-in-four situation than m the first 
two. How do you figure that? 

“T remember one instance two years 
ago when we had a three-in-four situa- 
tion and If felt tired before that third 
game and told them, ‘Don’t count on 
me for much tonight.’ So what hap- 
pens? I get a hat trick (three goals). 

“Pil put it this way; it doesn’t seem 
to affect me. However, after the third 
game, I’m really beat. But it’s an honest 
fatigue. The body is drained.” 

Gordie believes that taking care of 
his body is most important. ‘That is a 
hockey player’s equipment,” he reasons. 
“You have to keep in shape and watch 
your weight. You have to eat the things 
you know you should. 


“Take the day of a game. I would 
love a steak, but I have eggs instead. 
Why? Because I feel stuffy if I have a 
steak. I feel I play better with eggs. And 
that’s a reason I envy some of the 
younger players, but like to avoid them 
for our big meal on game days. They sit 
and have a big steak and I’m stuck with 
eggs.” 

Doug Roberts, currently with the 


, California Golden Seals and a former 


teammate of Howe’s, says, “Nobody 
takes better care of himself than Gordie. 
He doesn’t smoke and he won’t drink 
anything stronger than beer. He knows 
exactly what his body needs and he 
makes sure it gets it. For Gordie it’s al- 
ways the same: go to bed, get up for the 
team meetings at noon, eat at two 
o’clock, take a walk, then back to bed 
until time for the bus to the game.” 

Sid Abel, Detroit’s able general 
manager, a former Red Wing coach and 
an ex-linemate of Howe’s, thinks that 
“once the season starts that Gordie can 
get by without practice. He is skating 
better now than he has in the past few 
years,” notes Abel. “He usually gets 
into shape in training camp and doesn’t 
do anything to get out of shape. You 
see outstanding players but few stay as 
strong as Gordie.” 

Toronto goalie Bruce Gamble main- 
tains that Howe’s major strength lies in 
his shot. ‘‘He’s so quick at getting it off 
that it’s often unexpected,’ says 
Gamble. “Also, he goes for the corners 
and is so accurate with those shots that 
are a foot or six inches off the ice. 
Those are the shots that get in. They tell 
me he had a much harder shot at one 
time. But it’s plenty hard right now.” 

The Rangers’ Vic Hadfield, who 
often is assigned to cover Howe, says, 
“You have to pay strict attention to 
him all the time. He controls the puck. 
You can’t let him get too far away from 
you though. One step and he’s gone.” 

Pierre Pilote, a former All-Star 
defenseman, observes, ‘“‘It’s true that 
Howe isn’t the guy he once was, but he 
still has a lot. And I don’t mean things 
like that great reach he has. He’s so 
smart, and he’s so darn strong.” 

Bobby Hull, the Chicago Black 
Hawks’ superstar, puts it this way: 

“When we get to talking about our 
future games, who we’re going to play, 
the guys sit around the dressing room 
and say, ‘Well, Montreal tonight, 
Toronto Saturday and Gordie on Sun- 
day.” 

Frank Selke, California’s general 
manager, emphasizes, “That if I were 
desperate to win one game and | had my 
pick of any player in the league, I’d take 
Gordie Howe over anyone else.” 

Another who takes Gordie over any- 
one else, his wife, Colleen, says, ‘“‘He’s 
more enthusiastic than ever because no- 
body expects anybody his age to play so 
well. He’s been all hockey since he 
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could walk. He keeps wondering when 
his legs will start to go. Other players 
have told him that’s the first sign.” 

It wasn’t his legs, but his ailing left 
wrist that bothered him last season. 
Calcium had formed in an area where he 
once suffered a fracture. The only thing 
he could do for it was take pills. “Some- 
times it was hard to sleep with,” he re- 
members. “It didn’t pain all the time. It 
came and went. But it turned me into a 
one-handed hockey player.” 

During practice, he wore a leather 
and steel support around the wrist. But 
he refused to wear it during games. “‘It 
was too restrictive,” he says. “It was so 
restrictive that I preferred to put up 
with the pain.” 

Because of the restrictiveness of the 
support, Gordie found himself using one 
hand on the stick in practice. He carried 
over the habit into games. “In a game 
against Chicago,’’ he recalls, “I tried to 
backhand the puck to Gary Bergman 
and I just couldn’t. To make it worse, 
he kept moving away.” 

Howe began this season as a defense- 
man, but after the brief three-game 
experiment he was back at right wing. 
When Harkness decided to make a back- 
liner of Gordie, he said: 

_ “He can be an All-Star defenseman. 
He can play anywhere and be an All- 
Star. But I’d never embarrass him. If it 
got to the point where he didn’t want to 
play defense, he wouldn’t have to. He’s 
enthusiastic about it.” 

But Gordie said, ‘I’m confused to 
the point that I don’t know what T have 
to offer back there. However, I’ve al- 
ready set a goal of two more years to 
play and so it won’t extend my career. 
These are my last two years regardless 
of where I play.” 

According to Harkness, Howe is will- 
ing to play any position. “He said he 
would even play goal—but then he 
smiled and said: ‘Maybe not because I’m 
weak on my stick side.’ ” 

On defense, Gordie carried the puck, 
led the plays and skated all over the ice. 
“Who is better with a puck?” asked 
Harkness. “Who can move it up the ice 
better? Who can pass it better? The 
answer is nobody.” 

“When he explained what I could do 
back there,” says Gordie, “I got excited, 
As for it -hurting my scoring, Ned told 
everyone who asked: ‘Who won the 
scoring championship last season?’ It 
was a defenseman, Bobby Orr.” , 

Although Howe returned to right 
wing in the Red Wings’ fourth game, he 
wasn’t reunited with his Production 
Line of center Alex Delvecchio: and left 
winger Frank Mahovlich until the 
seventh game because of injuries to 
Mahovlich. “I’m going to leave him 
there,” said Harkness. “I think he did a 
good job on defense and I think he can 
be a good defenseman. He liked playing 
defense. But we need the scoring punch 


66 


and Gordie gives the other two guys 
(Mahovlich and Delvecchio) more confi- 
dence ... they work so well together.” 

The line combined for an NHL 
record total of 114 goals, 139 assists 
and 253 points during the 1968-69, 

Howe said it didn’t matter where he 
played. “Whatever Ned thinks will bene- 
fit the club most is what I'll do,” said 
the cooperative veteran. “‘He’s a most 
enjoyable guy. He works harder than 
any of the players, Whatever his wishes 
are I'll obey them to the letter. I was 
getting to like it back there (on 
defense). I didn’t get more rest as a 
defenseman—in fact, I got more time on 
the ice than before.” 

Delvecchio and Mahovlich were glad 
to have Gordie up front again. “It feels 
good to have Gordie back on the wing 
with me again,” said Delvecchio. “You 
can’t keep a 30-goal man like him on 
defense.” 

“It’s nice to be skating with him 
again,” commented Mahovlich. “When I 
knew him as an opponent,” added the 
former Toronto star, “he seemed to me 
to be a tough guy, a dirty type player. 
Now I see him in a different light. He 
has a lot of feeling for everyone on the 
team. He’s a very understanding guy.” 

Another who has changed his 
opinion about Howe is Maurice 
(Rocket) Richard. The ex-Montreal 
great held the NHL career goal-scoring 
record of 544, until Howe surpassed 
him in November 1963. (Gordie began 
this season with 763 goals and needed 
only 37 more to reach the unbelievable 
figure of 800.) 

Richard used to criticize Howe for 
being a ‘‘dirty” player and “not 
hustling.” “Everybody thinks he’s such 
a clean player, but they don’t know 
what really goes on,” the Rocket once 
said. “He would be better if he hustled 
more,’’ he remarked on another 
occasion. 

But time apparently has soothed 
Richard’s feelings. Today, he says: “I 
never thought that Howe would still be 
playing now. He has been the best 
hockey player over the past 20 years 
and he still is the best. That’s for sure. 

“The big thing about him is that the 
guy didn’t gain any weight during all 
these years. Maybe he’s slowed down a 
little bit but not much. When Detroit is 
in town (Montreal), [ watch him on the 
ice more than the other players. Why 
not? He’s the guy everybody watches. 
And he’s always playing good hockey.” 

Gordie says he still gets “excited” 
playing the game. ‘‘Every game is new,” 
he says. “The only thing about getting 
old is that there are more bad games. 
When I think that it’s getting boring, I 
skate around the rink telling myself that 
the money is great and you can’t beat 
the hours. Years ago, | would work out 
for two and one-half hours and love 
every minute of it.” 


Now, Gordie loves watching young- 
sters play hockey, particularly his sons, 
Marty, 16, Mark, 15, and Murray, 10. 
(He also has a daughter, Cathleen, 11). 
Marty and Mark play for the Detroit 
Junior Red Wings in the Ontario 
Hockey Association’s Southern Ontario 
League. Marty is a defenseman and 
Mark a left winger. Surprisingly, both 
are left-handed. Gordie shoots right- 
handed. 

“Mark has a better shot right now 
than I have,” says Gordie proudly. 
*‘He’s also a fine playmaker. Marty is on 
the mean side. I would like to see them 
stick with it. There’s no doubt in my 
tnind that they'll make the NHL.” 

Colleen also is deeply involved in the 
youngsters’ hockey. She’s in charge of 
the team’s publicity and promotion. It’s 
nearly a full-time job, and when she gets 
an overload of work, she asks Gordie’s 
help. Gordie jokingly says, ‘I’m going 
to get one of those buttons that says 
‘total involvement.’ ” 

“T used to be like every other father 
and pick out their faults,” he adds. 
“Now I really enjoy watching them. I 
like to watch Marty’s anticipation. He 
loves to hit. | don’t know where he got 
that! Mark is a free skater and can shoot 
well and manufacture plays.” 

Howe operates an indoor ice rink in 
St. Clair Shores, a suburb of Detroit, 
among his many business interests, and 
enjoys teaching the youngsters. He tells 
his students that the three main points 
of a big league player are the ability to 
skate, knowledge of the game and guts. 
“If you haven’t got all three qualities,” 
he asserts, “you might as well take up 
another sport. And of the three, | 
believe the last is most important.” 

When Gordie retires from hockey, 
another job will be awaiting him—a 
position with a life insurance company 
owned by Red Wings’ owner Bruce 
Norris. “Gordie deserves more than we 
can give him and more than the league 
can give him for all that he has done for 


the Red Wings and hockey,’ says 
Norris. 
“It will mean hard work to get 


poing,’’ believes Howe, “but it will be 
ideal. Pll have my own office right at 
the Olympia (the Red Wings’ home 
arena).”” 

Gordie’ says he has no intention of 
becoming a coach. “I don’t want to 
sound like I’m crying, but I’ve been in 
hockey a long time,’ he reasons. 
“Coaching I think is tougher than play- 
ing and my family is growing up and 
[’ve missed it. 

“In the summer, I’m always on tour 
for the department store chain I work 
for. | don’t see my family for a month 
and when [I get back the children all 
look as though they’ve grown a foot. 

“In the winter, during the season, 
they go skiing and then come home and 
I hear them talk about it. I’m missing 
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this part of their lives. I think when I 
quit Pll just take it easy. I’m just about 
through sacrificing weekends with the 
family. There are not too many of them 
and I want to have some left while the 
family is still young enough.” 

Howe is thankful for the job Norris is 
planning for him. “‘It’s a nice feeling to 
know that they’re thinking of you.” 

He signed with the Red Wings’ 
Omaha farm team in 1945 when he was 
17 years old and earned $2,600. The 
following year, he was promoted to the 
parent club, and recalls: ‘When I turned 
18 I just thought if I could last one year 
in the pros I could brag.” Now, he is 
playing his 25th season and approaching 
the 800-goal mark—an amazing figure. 


He also has another goal before he re- 
tires. “I would like to play on another 
Stanley Cup winner,” he says. He has 
played on Detroit cup winners in 1950, 
*54 and °S5. He also has won the 
league’s most valuable player award six 
times, the league scoring title six years 
and the goal-scoring championship on 
five occasions. 

Despite his notable achievements, 
Gordie isn’t big-headed. His father 
makes sure of that. One day after 
watching his son play, the elder Howe 
told Gordie: “I'll tell mother you’re 
looking good, but you're still playing 
lousy.” 

California Coach Fred Glover calls 
Gordie the Willie Mays of hockey- 


“Howe is good field, good hit, good run, 
good everything,” comments Glover. 
“In other words for all these years, 
Gordie Howe has been hockey’s Willie 
Mays.” 

Possibly only one thrill has escaped 
him in hockey. He never has had a four- 
goal game. Reflecting on his fabulous 
career, Gordie says: “I can’t even re- 
member some of the things I am sup- 
posed to have done.” 

Asked if he saves pucks from impor- 
tant moments in his career, Gordie said 
he doesn’t hold on to many. “But,” he 
remembers, “on my 1,000th assist, I 
gave the puck to my wife. She looked at 
it a minute and said, “The only one I 
want is the last one.’ ”’ | | 
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THE LESSONS 
THE N.B.A. 

IS TEACHING 
PETE 
MARAVICH 


Continued from page 49 


Pete himself was very disappointed 
with his performances in the Hawks’ 
exhibition games in which they won 
only three of 12. He averaged 17.4 
points a game, but his other statistics 
were not imposing. He hit just 70 of 
193 shots, a lowly 36 percent, and was 
charged with 84 turnovers, mostly on 
bad passes. 

“My ball handling has been off,” 
Maravich said. “It’s going to take time 
for me to adjust to the other team mem- 
bers. I’ve got to stop just throwing it in 
a wild way hoping it gets there.” Many 
times in the pre-season games, he found 
himself surrounded by defensive players 
or forced into corners, where he was 
pressured into making a bad pass or 
shot. Guerin told him he had to control 
his game. As soon as that happens, 
Maravich probably will start in the back- 
court with Hazzard and Hudson, a 6-5 
sharpshooter, will go back to forward, 
where he had spent most of his career 
until last season. 

Guerin outlined one of Pete’s most 
important lessons to be learned in the 
hard-fought competition of pro basket- 
ball. “‘He’s got to discipline himself to 
the obligations of a guard,” says Richie. 
“*He’s got a responsibility in that 
position to do things I want him to and 
not just dribble around. He’s got to 
work plays.” Hazzard, the Hawks’ play- 
maker, notes, “It’s just a different 
philosophy Pete’s got to adjust to, but 
he'll adjust fast because he’s such a good 
player. He'll learn that the easy way is 
the best way, and he'll expend less 
energy than he does now.” 

Maravich realizes the problems he is 
facing and is willing to work at over- 
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coming them. “This discipline-type of 
baskeball is new to me,” he says, ‘“‘it’s 
just like pro football. There is so much 
more to learn and do. 

“I don’t care whether I start or not. I 
just want to be a part of this team with 
an ultimate goal of winning a champion- 
ship. I feel just like any rookie that 
comes into the NBA. The transition is 
rough; it can’t be any other way. You 
have to make adjustments on both 
offense and defense. You are playing 
with bigger men who are much faster 
and quicker. 

“You are playing against the greatest 
basketball players in the world. This is 
what I’ve always wanted.” 


To reach his goals, Maravich is willing — 


to take intensive instruction from 
Guerin, a top coach who has a fiery 
temperament. Pete’s father, Press, was 
his coach at LSU, and often when his 
son pulled off a spectacular pass or shot 
would become his biggest fan. Some 
people said that the switch from his 
father’s indulgence to Guerin’s demand- 
ing strictness might create an unpleasant 
situation for the wealthy rookie. 

However, Pete does not envision any 
conflicts, saying, “I don’t see too many 
differences between my father and 
Richie. Richie has been in the pro game 
seven or eight years and he really knows 
the game. whereas my father knows the 
college game fairly well. 

“Richie has told me many times he 
doesn’t want to harness me in any way 
on the court. He wants me to harness 
myself.”’ 

During the off-season Guerin said, 
“If the kid proves he can play, we'll 
play him. He’s had a lot of publicity but 
in my eyes he’s going to be treated like 
any other rookie. If he can’t play, he 
won’t play.” Richie undoubtedly was 
being honest when he made that state- 
ment, but he also knows that Pete can 
draw the customers in Atlanta and else- 
where. The Hawks averaged about 5,000 
customers a game in Alexander 
Memorial Coliseum last season, about 
75 percent of capacity. 


The Hawks also hope to move intg 
their new arena by the 1971-72 season. 
The management is counting on Pistol 
Pete to keep the 15,000 seats there fill- 
ed and, thereby, help to defray the costs 
of his fat five-year contract. Estimates 
of its value have ranged from $1.3 
million to $2 million. 

Some veterans on the Hawks’ all- 
black starting five had strong. feelings 
about that contract. Bridges, the team 
captain who has led them into eight 
straight playoffs, demanded more 
money on the simple reasoning that he 
had earned it. ‘Contrast Maravich’s 
contract with what I’m making,” 
Bridges complained. “I’m getting 
$50,000 a year and who was fourth in 
the league last year in rebounding? Who 
put in the most playing time for the 
Hawks last year? Who has the most 
expérience? Who has played the role of 
peacemaker for the last two years? 

“The answer,”’ continued Bridges, “‘is 
Bill Bridges. I’m not asking for a million 
but I do expect some compensation for 
what I’ve meant to the Hawks.” And 
there was vocal support for Bridges 
from Hazzard. “I think Bill is right,” 
said Hazzard. “This is nothing he creat- 
ed. It’s something management created 
and I for one stand behind him.” 
Bridges failed to get any more money 
from management and did not even 
obtain a promise of a salary raise. Cald- 
well said almost nothing to the press 
and, when his contract negotiations hit 
an insurmountable impasse, he depart- 
ed. 

Guerin sympathized with his veterans 
and, of course, felt even worse when he 
lost Caldwell for money reasons. In 
these days, the financial lessons taught 
by pro sports are about as important as 
the artistic ones. Pete has already learn- 
ed that part of the game very success- 
fully. 

Discussing the current finances of 
pro baskeball, Guerin says, “It's the 
biggest thing today. Nobody’s worth the 
kind of money they’re paying anybody, 
but the athletes know why Maravich got 
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as much as he did. He drew crowds dur- 
ing the exhibition season and the same 
thing is happening during the regular 
season. It pays a lot of what he’s get- 
ting. The guys are envious. | can under- 
stand that, but it’s part of the business. 
How do you correct it? I don’t know. 

“I can understand why Bridges felt 
the way he did. Bui if management tore 
up his contract when does a contract 
mean anything?” 

Atlanta had surprised almost every- 
one last spring by getting the opportu- 
nity to sign Maravich. They had given 
the rights to Zelmo Beatty, who was 
waiting out his option, to San Francisco 
in exchange for the Warriors’ No. 1 
draft choice. That turned out to be the 
third pick after Detroit selected Bob 
Lanier and San Diego took Rudy 
Tomjanovich. The Hawks named Mara- 
vich, confident they could lure him to 
Atlanta. 

The Carolina Cougars put together a 
financial package for Pete that was esti- 
mated at $2 million, but he turned it 
down and signed with the Hawks, “‘I al- 
ways wanted to play basketball some- 
where in the South,” says Pete, ‘‘and I 
really love Atlanta. I think I got a real 
fair contract from the Hawks.” 

It is understandable why Pete wanted 
to stay in the South. The people loved 
him and he responded with dazzling dis- 
plays of shooting and passing. He was a 
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three-time All-America and was named 
the 1969-70 Player of the Year. He 
Scored 3,667 points in 69 games at LSU, 
a huge average of 44.2 points a game— 
the NCAA major college record. Two 
phonograph records, two books and a 
40-page magazine on Pistol Pete were 
sold in the South during his senior year. 

The crowds jammed the arenas 
wherever he was playing. At Mississippi 
11,000 people cheered him on the night 
he scored 43 points to give him 2,987 
points and erase Oscar Robertson’s 
record of 2,973 set at the University of 
Cincinnati in the late 1950s. On 
February 2, 1970 a capacity crowd of 
15,043 at Tuscaloosa, Alabama watched 
Pistol Pete pour in 69 points, his per- 
sonal best and the third-highest single- 
game total in NCAA history, against 
Alabama. That night the Pistol fired off 
57 shots and connected on 26. For his 
college career, Maravich averaged about 
44 percent from the floor. 

But the fans were not the only ones 
entranced by Pete. Other coaches 
marveled at what he could do. Lou 
Carnesecca, then the coach at St. John’s 
and now the coach and general manager 
of the New York Nets, saw Maravich 
score 53 points to help defeat his Red- 
men in the Rainbow Classic in Hawaii. 
“The guy is an artist,” said Lou. “He 
put on the greatest exhibition of 
dribbling and passing I’ve ever seen. 
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John Wooden, who has coached 
UCLA to six NCAA championships in 
the past seven years, watched Maravich 
score 64 points in a nationally-televised 
loss to Kentucky. Later he told the 
Southern California Basketball Writers, 
“Maravich can do more with the ball 
than any player that ever played the 
game. He will be an even greater pro 
than a college player.” 

Guerin hopes Wooden’s prophecy 
will begin being fulfilled very soon. His 
Hawks got off to an extremely slow 
start this season and, if they are to go 
anywhere in the playoffs, Maravich 
must learn his pro lessons quickly and 
well. 

Atlanta does not need Maravich’s 
showboating style; they require his 
abundant skills. Pete knows that and by 
playoff time, we should see an experi- 
enced, tough pro. Then Pistol Pete will 
be playing the type of basketball he has 
always wanted. It should be a reat for 
everyone to watch except his 
opponents, 
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He is a lifelong sports nut—he even 
owned a piece of the old St. Louis 
Browns of the American League, a base- 
ball team of notoriety if not fame. His 
son appears even more gripped by sports 
madness. 

When it comes to the Blues, they are 
not cold, calculating businessmen who 
happen to be in the sports entertain- 
ment field. They are wide-eyed fans, as 
wide-eyed as the most fanatic Blues fol- 
lower. 

When you play for them, you know 
you are a part of the family. 

That epic elder statesman of NHL 
goaltenders, Plante, may have put it best 
before the Blues reluctantly traded him 
to Toronto. According to the Masked 
Marvel, there is no wall between the 
Blues” owners and the players as there is 
between management and labor on ey- 
ery other team in the league. 

The Salomons are in the locker room 
before and after a game, not interfering 
with their coach or general manager, but 
enthusing with or sympathizing with the 
players. If a Blue does anything out of 
the ordinary, he gets a gold watch—a 
plus-$700 model. When Berenson scored 
six goals in one game the Salomons gave 
the outdoor-loving offensive whiz a new 
station wagon complete with canoe and 
an expensive shotgun. 

As one Blue put it, “You would get a 
smile for doing that in Detroit.” 
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“The Salomons are very generous 
with their players,” said Scotty Bow- 
man, who coached the Blues to their im- 
pressive successes in their first three sea- 
sons of existence before turning the 
rinkside direction over to Al Arbour for 
1970-71 to concentrate on his duties as 
general manager. 

“IT don’t like incentive contracts, 
based on points and goals. Many teams 
use this. We’ve got only one player on 
that kind of contract because he started 
on one like that in New York. But we’re 
fortunate that Berenson is such a team 


player, exceptional in all phases of 
play.” 
Bowman introduced a _ plus-minus 


system of bonuses, with the Salomons’ 
approval. It is designed to credit a play- 
er for defensive as well as offensive ef- 
fort, no matter his position. The Blues’ 
play speaks for the system; they are vig- 
orous, some say nasty, body-checkers—a 
tenacious collection of defensive devo- 
tees. 

“Defense must take priority,’ con- 
tinued Bowman, “if only because to win 
you've got to be able to hold a lead.” 
His approach has paid off, at considera- 
ble cost to the Blues’ opponents and, 
incidentally, considerable cost to the 
Blues’ owners, too. 

Individual bonuses, at $50 and $100 
a pop, set back the Salomons and associ- 
ates close to $100,000 last season. 

Other owners grumbled about the 
system; the Blues’ players just smiled, 
and apparently tried harder. 

But when it comes to building the 
morale for which the Blues are famous, 
there is one particular ploy of the Salo- 
mons that has elicited the most envy 
from other NHL players and the loudest 
grumbles from other NHL owners. 

The last couple of seasons the Salo- 
mons have entertained their entire hock- 
ey family with a free 10-day vacation in 
Florida. 


NHL President Clarence Campbell 


criticized the Salomons during last sea- 


son’s Stanley Cup finals for “taking ad- 
vantage of their partners” in the league 
by treating their players to the Florida 
trip. 


and to the point: 
“IT own a home in Florida that just 
happens to have 200 rooms (the Golden 
Strand Hotel),” said the candid insur- 
ance executive. “If I want to invite 
guests to my home, that’s my business. 
“My partners in the league weren’t 
worrying about being fair to me three 
years ago when they changed regula- 
tions and wouldn’t allow us to keep 
players we had spent thousands of dol- 
lars to obtain (the league reneged on 
permitting expansion teams to sign ju- 
nior players for and sponsor a junior 
team). They didn’t give us back the 
money, either. 
“These boys 


work for me, but 


The older Salomon’s reply was brief 


they’re also my friends. If being nice to 
them is wrong, then I’ve been following 
the wrong philosophy in my life...I 
don’t think so,” concluded the highly 
successful entrepreneur with the im- 
probable golden touch in almost all his 
endeavors. 

Salomon’s comments, however, still 
have not blown away the NHL’s tem- 
pest in a teapot. Nor did the fact that he 
had promised the players a return vaca- 
tion to Florida before the start of last 
season—and long before it could be con- 
sidered a carrot to lure them into a re- 
peat performance in the Stanley Cup fi- 
nals. The Salomons just shrug and go 
their gilt-edged way. 

But then, since inception, the Blues 
have shown guts and a flair for the dra- 
matic. 

Early in their first campaign the 
Blues swung a multiplayer deal that sent 
their leading scorer at the time, veteran 
Ron Stewart, to the New York Rangers. 

The deal made so little sense, the 
way the Blues were avoiding the enemy 
net as if it was boobytrapped, that it 
had to be logical. To give up anyone 
who could score, there had to be meth- 
od to the madness. There was—and Gor- 
don (Red) Berenson, too. 

It was Berenson, playing aggressively, 
skating skillfully and shooting strongly, 
who sparked an offense that joined with 
the defense, led by indomitable goalie 
Glenn. Hall, to make the Blues a con- 
tending team and finally a Stanley Cup 
finalist in 1967-68. 

The Blues’ sizzling 1967-68 season 
was a chain reaction, a spark struck by a 
clever insurance executive, Salomon, 
and fanned to flame by a no-nonsense 
coach and a general manager who wasn’t 
afraid to make changes. 

The Blues in their first season of op- 
eration in the NHL established a tradi- 
tion that compared favorably with those 
of such St. Louis loves as the old Gas- 
house Gang of the *30s and El Birdos of 
the ’60s, in baseball, and the Hawks of 
the Bob Pettit era, in basketball. 

A collection of 20 assorted players 
was transformed in the short span of 
seven months into a sound, proud and 
dedicated team that battled all the way 
to the Stanley Cup finals. In the process 
the Blues captured the imagination ofa 
city that had been without major league 
hockey for 21 years. 

The Blues were born well before the 
1967-68 season in the mind of the 
younger Salomon, now 31 years old. 
When the NHL decided to expand from 
six to twelve teams, Sid II] persuaded 
his father, Sid Jr., to enter the bidding 
for one of the new franchises. 

“T couldn’t have been more surprised 
than when Sonny called me in Florida 
and said, ‘Dad, let’s buy a hockey 
team,” the elder Salomon said. “But 
the more I thought about it, the better I 
liked the idea.” 
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LET'S BE FRANK 


le you've ever been shamed by a mistake 
in English, maybe I can save you from 
years of disappointment. 

You see, none of us will ever go any 
farther than our ability to speak and write 
will let us go. 

I have met countless numbers of intelli- 
gent men and women who are being held 
back in their jobs and social lives—often 
without knowing it—because they couldn’t 
express themselves fully and easily. 


What About You? 


Could you get ahead faster with a com- 
mand of good English? Just ask yourself 
these questions: 

Even with all your ability and ambition, 
how long has it been since you had a 
promotion? 

Even with all you have to offer, when 
people get together at work or at parties, 
are you the one they listen to? 


Be Honest with Yourself 


If people are not impressed by the way 
you speak and write—and, if you’re honest 
enough with yourself to admit it—you 
have already taken the first big step to 
success. 


The Next Step Is Easy 


You can master good English without 
going back to school. Over the years I 
have helped thousands of men and women 
to stop making embarrassing mistakes in 
English, increase their vocabularies, and 
become interesting conversationalists — 
right in their own homes. 


Here’s What to Do 

I can help you, too, if you will give 15 
minutes a day to the Career Institute 
Method of mastering good English. My 
answers to the following questions will 
show you how quickly and easily you can 
stop being ashamed of your English, and 
do something about getting ahead. 


Shamed 
by your 
English? 


You can soon speak and write like a college graduate 
if you let me help you for 15 minutes a day. 


Question What is so important about my 
ability to speak and write? 


Answer People judge you by the way you 
speak and write. Good English is abso- 
lutely necessary for making a good im- 
pression and getting ahead in business 
and social life. You can’t express your 
ideas fully or reveal your true personal- 
ity without a sure command of good 
English. 


Question What does a “command of good 
English” mean? 


Answer It means you can express yourself 
clearly and easily without fear of em- 
barrassment or making mistakes. It 
means you can write well, carry on a 
good conversation—also read rapidly 
and remember what you read. 


Question Are there other advantages to 
be gained by acquiring a command of 
good English? 


Answer Yes! Words are actually “tools 


of thought.” The more you learn about 
words and how to use them to form and 
express your ideas, the better your 
thinking becomes. For this reason a 
command of good English often pays 
off in unexpected ways. 


Question Wouldn't I have to go back to 
school for a command of good English? 


Answer No, not any more. You can gain 
the ability to speak and write like a 
college graduate right in your own home 
—in only a few minutes each day. 
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DON BOLANDER, Career Institute, Dept. 284.87 555 E. Lange St., Mundelein, Illinois 60060. 

Please mail to me, without obligation, a free copy of your 32-page booklet, 
How To Gain A COMMAND OF Goop ENGLIsH. 


STATE 
If 18 or under, check here for special booklet. 1 


Question /s this something new? 


Answer Career Institute of Chicago has 
been helping people for many years. 
The unique Career Institute Method 
quickly shows you how to stop making 
embarrassing mistakes, gain a colorful 
vocabulary, write clearly and well, and 
discover the “secrets” of interesting 
conversation. 


Question How dol know it works? 


Answer There are thousands of letters in 
my files, testimonials from people in all 
walks of life who have used the proved 
Career Institute Method to achieve 
amazing results. If you send in the 
coupon below, I will share some of 
these letters with you. 


Question How long will it take me to learn 
to speak and write like a college gradu- 
ate, using your method? 


Answer In some cases people take only a 
few weeks to gain a command of good 
English. Others take longer. It is up 
to you to set your own pace. In as 
little time as 15 minutes a day, you will 
see quick results. 


Question How can I find out more about 
the Career Institute Method? 


Answer I will gladly mail you a free 32- 
page booklet which explains the new 
easy-to-follow Career Institute Method 
and tells how you can master good Eng- 
lish quickly and enjoyably at home. 
Send coupon, card or letter today to 
Career Institute, Dept. 284-87 555 E. 
Lange St., Mundelein, Illinois 60060. 
No salesman will call. 
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leader in business education by mail. It has 
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2# LaSalle diploma in accounting is a respect- 
ed credential, Mail coupon today for free 
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There was one catch to obtaining a 
franchise. The person or persons who 
got it would be required to purchase 
The Arena, the mammouth eye-sort on 
Oakland Avenue in St. Louis, from the 
holdings of Arthur M. Wirtz and James 
Norris, owners also of the Chicago Black 
Hawks. 

Most of the persons interested in 
bringing big league hockey back to St. 
Louis would have preferred to lease the 
old building, but Salomon convinced a 
group of associates that The Arena was 
a sound investment and its purchase for 
$4,000,000 was soon negotiated. 

That clinched the franchise for the 
Salomons and, at the time, gave them a 
reputation for being suckered by Wirtz 
and Norris, as well as the old-line NHL, 
interests. 

Those who thought they were getting 
a laugh at the Salomons’ expense were 
not reckoning with their golden touch— 
or call it luck, 

On April 5, 1966, the St. Louis Blues 
officially came into existence. They 
were most appropriately named 
by—who else?—the elder Salomon, giv- 
ing them a handle of instant tradition in 
St. Louis and a team song to boot. 

For an additional $2,000,000 the 
Salomon group received the right to 
draft 20 players, including two goal- 
keepers, and received an equity in the 
NHL pension plan. Then the work be- 
gan. 
Lynn Patrick, former coach and gen- 
eral manager of the Boston Bruins, was 
hired to perform the same duties in St. 
Louis. He talked young Scotty Bowman 
into leaving the Montreal organization 
and joining him as his assistant. 

A $2,500,000 renovation project was 
launched at The Arena, The result: the 
Blues’ blue palace, possibly eclipsed 
only by the Los Angeles Forum, with an 
Arena Club and Press Club for hungry 
and thirsty patrons that is a bit of OV’ 
England in St. Louis, plush and proud in 
deep red carpets and warm red walls and 
glistening dark wood beams. 

Then came the expansion draft and 
the Blues got their 20 players. The best 
known among them were Hall, from the 
Black Hawks; Stewart and Ron Schock, 
from the Bruins; Roberts, from the Ca- 
nadiens, and Arbour, who had played 
for Detroit, Chicago and Toronto. 

Four months later the team opened 
its first training camp and an unusual 
esprit de corps was born. 

The Blues established a tight, almost 
militant togetherness—with the team’s 
owners included. 

“Everything the team did, it did to- 
gether,” said defenseman Bob Plager, a 
member of the Blues along with broth- 
ers Barclay and Bill. “If the captain (Ar- 
bour at the time) said we were going to 
a movie, we all went. If he said it was 
time the rookies were initiated, we ini- 
tiated them. And so, when Scotty said it 


was time to get down to brass tacks and 
play hockey, we did.” 

That occurred after Patrick, doubling 
as coach and GM, decided that the 
workload was too much and shoved 
Bowman, then 34, behind the bench. 
That occurred also after Patrick and 
Bowman traded Steward away for Ber- 
enson. 

“The fact that Stewart was leading 
the club in scoring didn’t mean a thing,” 
said Bowman. ‘We couldn’t score any- 
way. Stewart was a checker—a defensive 
forward—and that’s what Emile Francis 
wanted in New York. But Berenson— 
now there’s an offensive player. Lynn 
and I were hoping that all he needed 
was a chance.” 

With the Blues Berenson got his 
chance. He also got 22 goals and 29 as- 
sists in the last 55 games of the regular 
season. Stewart added only seven goals 
and seven assists in New York in that 
span. 

Bowman, a guy who never played 
professional hockey but may know as 
much about it as anyone around, helped 
himself with a few other implausible 
moves as the campaign progressed. He 
grabbed veteran Jean Guy Talbot from 
Detroit for the waiver fee and he helped 
talk old friend Dickie Moore out of re- 
tirement. 

Doug Harvey appeared out of Kansas 
City when the Blues got into the play- 
offs with their scintillating late-season 
spurt, and he was the team’s top scorer 
with seven goals in post-season play. 

Inspired by noisy, sellout crowds and 
the organ thumping of Norm Kramer 
that has become the league’s envy and 
standard for such musical accompani- 
ment, Bowman’s troops knocked off the 
division champion Philadelphia Flyers in 
the quarterfinals and the Minnesota 
North Stars in the semifinals, each series 
going the full seven games. 

Hall, magnificent throughout the sea- 
son, was eyen greater in the playoffs and 
his efforts won for him the Conn 
Smythe Trophy as the Most Valuable 
Player in postseason action. 

What could the Blues do for an en- 
core? 

Merely run away with the regular-sea- 
son titles in each of the next two cam- 
paigns, even though they failed to fare 
quite so well in Stanley Cup final action 
as they did in that first championship 
set with the Canadiens, But the chal- 
lenge still is before the Blues. 

Now, in 1970-71, to maintain and, if 
possible, improve their position in the 
face of advanced age in some spots and 
the shift of last season’s East Division 
champion Chicago Black Hawks to their 
division, the Blues spared no expenses. 

It is known, for instance, that the 
Salomons peeled off close to $100,000 
at Bowman’s request to acquire Chris- 
tian Bordeleau, a 22-year-old left winger 
from Montreal. 


Yet the Blues still went into the cur- 
rent season with a new coach, Arbour, 
the myopic firebrand of a defenseman, 
and without Plante to aid and abet Hall 
in goal. 

The Blues’ goalkeeping edge in 
depth, which in Hall and Plante brought 
the team the Vezina Trophy for the 
league’s lowest goals-against average, 
necessarily was reduced by the inevita- 
ble loss of Plante. One of three goalies 
had to go by trade or in the draft be- 
cause when the NHL expanded to Van- 
couver and Buffalo for this season each 
remaining team was allowed to freeze 
just 15 players and two goalies. 

The choice as the expendable Blues 
goalie was Plante, the oldest, now To- 
ronto property. If the Blues had permit- 
ted the 41-year-old Plante to go in the 
draft all St. Louis would have received 
in return would have been the opportu- 
nity to protect an extra goalkeeper next 
year—if they had one other than the 
38-year-old Hall and the 30-year-old 
Ernie Wakely worth trying to save. 

The morale-conscious and apprecia- 
tive Blues, as concerned with a depart- 
ing player as they are with an arriving 
one, decided that the least they could 
do for someone who had given them 
such standout service as Plante had was 
to trade him to a team near his home 
and to one that could give him the sort 
of defensive help that would not turn 
the declining moments of his star-stud- 
ded career into a bitter travesty. 

Plante will be missed, but Wakely 
shows promise of plugging the gap and, 
of course, Hall still is around. 

The Blues may miss Bowman even 
more. 

As Bob Broeg, sports editor of the 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch put it, “It’s just 
that Bowman was so darn good -as a 
coach, as a strategist and tactician. He 
could ferret an edge through statistical 
study and he was an aggressive, imagina- 
tive manipulator who knew how to pit 
strengths against weaknesses where it 
counted —on the ice. 

“Above all, he had the touch that 
separates the men from the boys as a 
coach. He knew how to motivate men. 
If there is one thing that characterizes 
the Blues most over the almost three 
seasons Bowman stood behind the 
bench—head high, chin defiantly thrust 
forward—it was the spirit of their play. 

“Tt’s not that the Blues won so many 
more games than they should have—who 
can say?—but it is a fact that they 
played more consistently and with few- 
er bad nights than even better-estab- 
lished teams and, as a result, they cer- 
tainly lost fewer games to complacency 
and self-satisfaction.”’ 

Or, as defenseman Bob Plager said of 
Bowman’s Blues, “This is a team that 
never quits.” 

Indeed, St. Louis has been a spirited, 
hard-working, well-coached and well-dis- 
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ciplined squad with the kind of morale 
that only owners such as the Salomons, 
fan suppport such as St. Louis has pro- 
vided and a coach such as Bowman 
could produce. 

Yet with all this, the Blues have been 
stuck with one stigma. It grows from 
their record—more than their perform- 
ance—in Stanley Cup action and was 
summed up in a headline over a story by 
Stan Fischler, a New York freelance 
writer, in the Winnipeg Free Press last 
December: “St. Louis Blues—The Phony 
Champions.” 

Writing before the Blues met the 
Bruins in last season’s Cup finals, he 
said: “You know about the classic ‘nou- 
veau riche’ type. That’s the guy who 
makes a fast million, decorates his house 
with plastic flowers and plants a phony 
pink flamingo on his front lawn. He 
thinks he’s right up there with the 
Rockefellers, but actually he’s got no 
class at all. Hockey’s version of the 
‘nouveau riche’ are the St. Louis Blues. 

“The Blues have been Stanley Cup 
finalists for the past two years, but that 
doesn’t mean a thing. They reached the 
finals by defeating their minor league 
opponents in the West Division. When 
the chips were down, the Blues proved 
they were less than first class. They lost 
eight straight games to the Montreal Ca- 
nadiens over two consecutive years and 
at times the Habitants appeared to be 
toying with the big league pretenders 
like a father plays with his son. 

“Scotty Bowman and his Blues have 
used up all their credit cards. Now they 
have to prove to the NHL whether they 
are phonies or phenoms... 

“St. Louis could be excused in its 
first season for inexperience. Last year, 
however, Bowman talked about match- 
ing the football Jets (who had upset Bal- 
timore in the Super Bowl). The result 
was a series that turned out to be the 
laughing stock of hockey observers. 

“Unfortunately for the Blues this 
will be their last season before the arriy- 
al next year of the Chicago Black Hawks 
in the West Division as part of the NHL 
realignment. It is, for all intents and 
purposes, Bowman’s last chance in the 
early ‘70s for the Clarence Campbell 
Bowl and the Stanley Cup. 

“At the moment he is bearing the 
burden of having coached a ‘cheap 
championship’ team... Getting their 
third chance in three years, it is about 
time St. Louis brings the West a measure 
of respectability.” 

St. Louis failed to win even once 
against the Bruins in “their third chance 
in three years,” but they did salvage a 
“measure of respectability’ —and their 
self-respect—in their final Stanley Cup 
clash last season. 

After all, losing four straight to the 
Bruins in playoff competition last time 
around cannot be all that bad. For ex- 
ample, the Bruins blew the Chicago 
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Black Hawks, East Division champs, 
right out of the playoffs in an incredible 
four-game sweep over the Prince of 
Wales trophy team, 6-3, 4-1, 5-2 and 
5-4. 

What Fischier or any other critics ex- 
pected in three short years from the 
champion of a division set up at the suf- 
ferance of the East—and under its re- 
strictive ground rules—is difficult to un- 
derstand. 

No one in St. Louis has crowed that 
the East is least and the West is best. St. 
Louis’ love affair with the Blues is a re- 
ciprocal thing based on the fact that a 
team of castoffs and kids, the has-been 
and the never-was, could combine to 
win in its own class and frequently to 
extend the established teams. 


Except for Montreal, both regular 
season and playoff, the Blues have given 
the East a reasonably good argument 
the last couple of seasons. In 1968-69, 
for instance, they contributed largely to 
Detroit’s troubles by winning four and 
tying two in six games with the Red 
Wings. 

And last season they did end Montre- 
al’s complete mastery of their regular in- 
terclub series, winning two, losing two 
and tying two with the Canadiens. 

For the Blues, a happy-go-lucky 
bunch with the kind of morale usually 
found only in fiction, it’s a big step in 
the right direction. For the fans who 
have a love affair with them, it’s 
enough—until a Stanley Cup champion- 
ship comes along. aa 


“MY GLOVE 
NEVER GOT ME 
A PENNY!""— 
BROOKS 
ROBINSON 
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and was due a sizable raise after batting 
.276, driving home 94 runs and tying 
Boog Powell and Frank Robinson in the 
game-winning hit department. But his 
Series performance will be his major 
bargaining point. 

When he went to New York to 
collect his sports car, he told reporters, 
“Maybe both Robinsons should get paid 
$100,000.” 

Brooks was expected to get little 
argument from Oriole personnel direc- 
tor Harry Dalton, who guards the club’s 
coffers. And the perennial All-Star 
should also reap tremendous dividends 
from endorsements and public appear- 
ances. 

“The Series should earn Brooks any- 
where from $50,000 to $100,000,” pre- 
dicted Frank Scott, the king of the 
players’ agents. “‘Last year, it was the 
Seavers, Tom and Nancy, who made it 
big after the Series, but they have no 
kids. Brooks has four children and a 
beautiful wife. 

“He can be merchandised with 
family appeal that the Seavers didn’t 
have. But the thing that really gives 
Brooks such a great image—and [ve 
known him for years—is that his success 
has never changed him. He’s still the 
same guy who came out of Little Rock 
15 years ago.” 

Although he is pictured as being so 
modest that you almost expect him to 
back up to the pay window, Brooks has 
always been convinced that the Orioles 
have shortchanged him at contract talks 
for failing to give true value to his 
magnetic glove. 

“Defense is always overlooked in 
salary talks,’ he contends. ““My glove- 


work has never been mentioned in any 
salary negotiations, and that was true 
with Paul Richards, Lee MacPhail and 
Harry Dalton. 

“The talks were always based on 
what I did hitting the ball. General 
managers don’t talk about fielding un- 
less you’re weak at the plate. I don’t 
think my glove ever got me a penny, 
and you can ask anyone else on our club 
and he’ll tell you the same thing.” 

But Dalton denied the charges. 

“Perhaps his glove wasn’t mentioned 
in our contract talks, but that would 
only be because it was understood,” 
said the Birds’ front office chief. ‘‘Per- 
haps his glove wasn’t brought up by me 
because I think you can understand that 
bringing up his defense. How could I 
bring up defense? How could I debate 
perfection? 

“TI think the entire country is now 
aware that Brooks is a complete 
player,” Dalton continued. ‘tHe always 
rises to the occasion. His adrenalin real- 
ly flows in the big games. He’s the first 
on the bus and the first in uniform.” 

Brooks acknowledged that he was 
“up”? for the Series with the Reds. 

“Last year,” he recalled, “I was 7- 
for-14 in the playoffs against Minnesota, 
but then I went |-for-19 in the World 
Series against the Mets. 

“This year, | was 7-for-1 2 against the 
Twins in the playoffs and I said to 
myself that whatever was going to hap- 
pen was going to happen in the Series. 

“But I knew that Tony Perez, 
Johnny Bench and Lee May, with their 
great righthanded pull power, were go- 
ing to give me a lot of work at third. 
Then, in the second inning of the first 
game, when [ had an easy chance but 
threw high to first for an error, | had to 
think this could be another long Series. 

“But things didn’t turn out that 
way,” said Brooks, a master of under- 
statement. “‘It never happened before 
and it will never happen again and I can 
make three such plays three days in a 
row. I just happened to be in the right 
spot at the right time.” 
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Anytime... 


And when it does—YOU can be needed 
in HIGH PAY positions as an 


ACCIDENT 
INVESTIGATOR 


TRAINING WON'T INTERFERE 
WITH PRESENT WORK 


Arrange your own training time. Only 15 
minutes a day can put you on the high road 
to success as an Accident Investigator. Many 
men get their diplomas in just a few weeks. 

Along with training we give you FREE Em- 
ployment Help through our NATION- 
WIDE PLACEMENT SERVICE. We also 
show you how to start an investigating busi- 
ness of your own at home. Companies with 
job openings for salaried men or independ- 
ent investigators are making good use of 
our monthly graduate list. 


LEARN SURVEYING — 


“AT Eaga 


YOURSELF ON THIS 
HIGH PAY SURVEY! 


Prepare now at home for a awARInG Cateaci in 
Surveying. Excitement! Fun! Prestige! Imagine 
yourself as part of a Surveying Team — in on 
planning of highways, bridges, dams, airfields, 
subdivisions, etc. Wonderful Outdoor Career... 
ideal for men who like to work with their hands. 


We'll Give You This Famous 2X SURVEYOR’S TRANSIT 


when you train with us fora 


HIGH PAY CAREER IN SURVEYING! 


. lets you make Surveying measurements the 
way professionals do! PLUS 3 Big Surveying 
Kits you use during training... you keep 
throughout your Surveying Career, You need 
no previous experience, no technical ability 
North American has trained 1000s to step 
into good pay positions in every State. Many 
Students report good earnings part time while 
still learning. Thousands who are Surveyors to- 
day get their training through home-study. You 
can too! 


Rush Coupon for FREE ‘Surveying Career Kit’ 


.. including 20-Page Book, Sample Les- 
son and Self-Scoring Aptitude Quiz. No 
cost or obligation. Rush coupon today 


‘NORTH AMERICAN 
SCHOOL OF SURVEYING Deptaa43 
4500 Campus Drive + Newport, Calf. 92660 
Rush “SURVEYING CAREER KIT" including Book, 
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* Car Furnished 

* Expenses Paid 

* Earn as You Learn 

* Work Part-Time or Full Time 


* No Selling of Any Kind 


FREE INFORMATION THAT 
CAN CHANGE YOUR LIFE 


* Only Average Education Required 


Cut out—fill out—mail coupon today. Find fT 


out how YOU can be a Company Staff In- 
vestigator with good starting pay, many 
fringe benefits, and a car furnished. Or i 
you want to keep your present job, how you 


can be a Spare-Time Investigator where 
earnings are up to $50 a week and more. | 


Or you can be an independent investigator 
and work from your own home. 
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G.I. Bill. 
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New Way to Big Pay! 


LEARN AIR CONDITIONING 
REFRIGERATION & HEATING ih 
Want big money? A better job or a Kx ys 
business of your own? Learn Air (7 ae ' 
Conditioning, Refrigeration & Heat- ; 
ing. Over 20,000 new mechanics 
needed yearly. CTI sends 25 kits. 
You build a refrigeration system (see picture 
at right). Many students earn as they learn. 
Mail coupon now for valuable FREE booklet. 
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IMPRESSIVE LOOK ! 
ANYTIME! 
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Van Dyke at once! Simply check the 
color you want or send a sample of 
your hair and leave the matching ‘to 
our expert. MAIL COUPON NOW! 
Adheres securely . . . off and on in 
seconds < . . can be Worn as is or 
trimmed to just the style you want 
\\Y _ To Order give hair color ( Blonde; 
WO Black; [ Light Brawn; Medium 
; 1 Grey; 
O) Silver; 1 Awburn or send hair 
sample. (J Mustache $2; [) Deluxe 
Mustache $5; [] Sideburns $3; Cy De- ff 
luxe Sideburns $5; [7 Van Dyke $3; 
C) Deluxe Van Dyke $5; (All Three fl 
$6; OAII Three Deluxe $10 (I save $5) I 
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Tired of being called shorty? Slip these invisible 
HEIGHT INCR Seat er Ps any pair of shoes. Now 
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SAME helaut INCREASE, AS EXPENSIVE HEIGHT IN- 
CREASING SHOES, for a fraction of the cost to give 
you new poise and self confidence—a key to sir? 
cess and romance. No one will suspect that 
are wearing them. These LIGHTWEIGHT FOAM R' iB. 
BER AND CUSHION CORK PADS fit securely without 
gluing and interchangeable in any shoes. Scientifi- 
sally Bee ned for walking comfort; aids posture. 
Worn by thousands. Durable and shock absorbing. 
State Man's or Woman's shoe size. 


SEND NO MONEY! Free 10 Day Trial! 
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en only $1.98 plus postage per pair of ‘LIFTEE” 
HEIGHT INCREASE PADS. Or send only $1.98 with 
order and we pay postage. (2 pairs $3.50, 3 pairs 
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WILL BE REFUNDED 


THE LIFTEE Co., 
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Watching Robinson perform his 
herculean feats in the Series, it is hard 
to imagine that, on occasion, he has had 
doubts about his playing ability. 

“T tell you,” he confesses, “I cried a 
couple of years ago when Steve Blass hit 
me with a pitch during an exhibition 
game in Miami. I can’t tell you how bad 
I felt, thinking that maybe I had had it 
in this game. 

“But you can’t think like that. Just 
like you can’t stop trying to improve. 
Some guys do. They set a goal of 160 
hits and that’s it. The only goal I ever 
really set is 162 games. 

“They are there, so you have to play 
them. And I want to play that last one 


every bit as good as I played the first 
one, or any game in the World Series. 
That’s what being a $100,000 player is 
all about.” 

When you become a member of this 
elite monied class, nobody’s about to 
argue philosophy with you. Least of all, 
Jerry Hoffberger, the beer baron who 
owns the Orioles. 

When Brooks mentioned he liked the 
way the ball bounced on the Astroturf 
in Cincinnati, reporters naturally asked 
the Orioles’ chairman of the board if he 
planned to install the artificial turf in 
Baltimore. 

“Astroturf?” Hoffeberger repeated. 
“Tf Brooks wants it, why not?” BG 


CAZZIE 

RUSSELL- 

HE WON'T 
COMPROMISE 
WITH PERFECTION 
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His shooting and court play have been 
impressive. The Knicks have gotten off 
to a fast start, almost not even noticing 
the loss of a key starter, due to Russell’s 
play. Now that Bill Bradley is ready to 
start it is interesting to note that Red 
Holzman doesn’t intend to break up a 
winning combination and is keeping 
Bradley on the bench. He says, “I don’t 
intend to change things unless there is a 
dramatic fall off.” 

Cazzie was one of the most consis- 
tant contributors to the Knick success 
early in the season. The Knicks were at 
their very best last season with Cazzie 
on the bench, coming in, and Bradley 
starting. Now it is Bradley coming off 
the bench, and he confesses it is a 
strange feeling. He has always admired 
the way Cazzie was able to enter a game 
and hurt a team with his shooting. 

Cazzie’s personal victories are some- 
what more complex. He is known as the 
Reverend Caz around the locker room. 
He does not mind that, but says, “The 
correlation between basketball and Je- 
sus Christ is this: I] am able to live the 
same way all the time. Mathew 16 talks 
about not living two lives. You have 
people doing the same things Monday 
thru Friday, then coming to church on 
Sunday. You can’t serve the devil and 
Jesus Christ.” That is why they call him 
Reverend Cazzie. 

“T’ve made my decision, made it a 
long time ago. They kid me here, and 
they used to point at me on the street, 
there goes old sissy Caz, on his way to 
Sunday school. Jesus seems to be taking 
pretty good care of me. I have to stay 
on his team.” 

On January 21, 1969 Cazzie raced 
across the court after a loose ball and in 
the scramble for it broke his ankle. As 


ssoon as he could he started working his 
way back to full efficiency. Calisthenics, 
special exercises, and a determination to 
return, brought him back quickly. But, 
this time, as a reserve, behind Bill Brad- 
ley. His attitude, his dedication caused 
Bradley to say at the time, “It’s so im- 
portant to have a guy who can play any- 
time. It allows the team to play under 
any kind of pressure, and it makes me 
feel good he’s there when I’m not.” 

It was a little different back in 1966. 
Cazzie was then known as the first of 
the big money draft choices. He had 
signed with the Knicks for three years at 
a salary estimated at $200,000. Last 
year he re-signed at a considerable raise, 
making him the highest paid sixth man 
ever. 

It is curious to note that the other 
big name college ball player when Caz- 
zie was a senior at Michigan was none 
other than Princeton senior Bill Bradley. 
There were arguments throughout the 
country over which one of them was the 
more complete ball player. Bradley had 
a strong following. Finally they faced 
one another. It was a holiday festival 
game at Madison Square Garden in 
1964. They both played brilliantly, 
Bradley scored 41 points and was given 
a standing ovation when he fouled out. 
Then Cazzie rallied Michigan and scored 
the winning basket with three seconds 
left. The final score was 80-78. 

Now instead of opposing one another 
they complement one another. Dollar 
Bill, who plays precise, intellectual bas- 
ketball and Cazzie, who has an inspired 
and aggressive style. Bradley is a highly 
skilled’ defensive forward which Cazzie 
is improving by leaps and bounds. He is 
beginning to substitute craft for energy. 
For example he has all but given up his 
one handed sweep of rebounds, which 
used to invariably end in a lost ball. His 
position on defense is constantly im- 
proving, as well as his switches and abili- 
ty to ward off picks, the heart of the 
Knick defense. 

Russell, off court, is a complex fig- 
ure. He represents a particular kind of 
extremist, one that has adjusted to so- 
ciety and makes his attitude work for 


him. Phil Berger, the author who spent 
last season with the Knicks wrote that, 
“Russell whose idiosyncrasies in physi- 
cal culture had given the Knicks to call 
him variously ‘Muscles Russell,’ ‘Cockles 
*N’ Muscles,’ ‘Wonder Boy’ and ‘Still- 
man’s Gym,’ and that his traveling bag 
so abounded with vitamins and food 
supplements that roommates Dick Bar- 
nett advised visitors that admission to 
their room was by pharmaceutical note 
only.” 

Cazzie, who not only has his own 
workouts on practice days but works 
out 30 to 45 minutes on the day of a 
game, doesn’t smoke or drink anything 
harder than carrot juice (before a game) 
and celery juice (after a game). On big 
nights he’ll take tea with honey at half 
time, for quick energy. 

Cazzie’s teammates have become de- 
pendent on a special service that his 
knowledge of anatomy provides. When a 
teammate has an injury or a muscle pull 
Cazzie is always there devising special 
exercises and therapy for it. It’s another 
way he helps keep them together. 

All of which makes Russell a very 
different sort of performer. In Phil Berg- 
er’s definitive book on the Knicks and 
their championship season, Miracle On 
33rd St., he describes Cazzie’s entrance 
into a game in this manner: 

“There was no mistaking Russell for 
any other dribble ball specialist. On one 
of his characteristic scoring tears, if 
most other players affected petrified 
boredom at their own inspired deeds, 
Cazzie did not. In a league of Buster 
Keatons he was Cantinflas. At work 
Russell’s devices were a spare jump shot 
in which he rocked back and let the ball 
go on a tight trajectory (he did not re- 
quire Barnett’s tortured elevator or 
Frazier’s calibrating sling) and driving 
moves he made with arms akimbo and 
shoulders rolling, as if he were wired to 
a Tito Puente L.P. When Russell’s game 
was on the magic adrenal ingredients 
sporting titans are said to possess were 
roused and he and the rhythms to which 
he referred to in sacrosanct tones be- 
came the lovely fusion one sees in the 
whirl of prize fight knock outs. Cazzie 
seemed to savor how to-gethuh sinew 
and step were, the artful gesture that 
attended his baskets became more pro- 
nounced, from the thumb raised melody 
of arms to a held follow thru that gave 
him the aspect of an artist admiring his 
brushwork. The pleasure he had at those 
moments put galleries in rapture. Rus- 
sell’s emotive quirks were for them the 
semaphores that cunning winks can be, 
and what the crowd gave back to him 
was a collective oomph that swelled to 
orgiastic rah for baskets, or expired in 
literal moans when he did not shoot the 
ball, which in either case agitated Cazzie 
as much as he did the house.” 

There is no doubt Cazzie will be 
shaking the fans up, as Berger describes, 
’ for a long time to come. 
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Tone Up Your MUSCLES The Fastest, Quickest Way to CHEST, Wrist, 
Arms, Back! Speedy Results 
or Money Refunded! ONLY 


Costs oniy 99c for the easlest, quickest way to 
make your back alive with amazing power Q¢ 
packed muscles and make your body packed 
full of6 still smooth muscles. Now you can 
quickly have biceps and forearms bulging with 
muscles that put dynamite in your hands and 
fists. You can quickly have arms and chest so 
powerful they will dramatically obey your every 
command, 
Here Is the new way to tone up your muscles — 
right where you may need it most. Try the new Super 
Karate Super Fast Muscle Toner Way to develop a 
body that commands attention and respect wherever 
you go — whether you are fat or skinny — short 
or tall — old or young. 
Send only 99c plus 26c postage and handling — Total $1.26 Cash, Check, or M.O. and 
your Super Karate Super Fast Muscle Builder will be rushed to you in plain wrapper by 
return mail. The quicker you start the quicker you'll have the pounds of SOLID MUSCLE 
you want. Send $1.25 now to Home Gym Co., Dept. 39, 160 Amherst S¢., Ear Orange 
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IF YOU'RE EARNING LESS THAN $200 A WEEK 


Step Up to Big Money as a Computer Programmer 


— 


You train at home the modern way 
with a cassette tape player! 


In addition to your choice of one of the major Computer languages— _—‘ This is the modern way to learn. What CTI has done for thousands of 
FORTRAN, COBOL, RPG, or 360 BAL—you get (and keep) a cassette other ambitious men, it can do for you too. But the first step must 


tape player through which every lesson is presented as a lecture. be yours. Send for your FREE BOOK now. 


Skilled men are desperately needed in 
Computer Programming. Over 20,000 
must be trained each year. If you are 18 
or over and want an exciting, big pay 
future in this dynamic field, CTl home- 
training is for you! Get the facts that can 


put more money in your pockets — fast! 
Use the coupon to send for the free CTI 
book — NOW! 
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COMMERCIAL TRADES INSTITUTE CT! also specializes in training 
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A “BEATING-UP” 
TURNED THIS WEAKLING 
INTO A CHAMP! 


One night a frail 97-lb., 
15-year-old youth was 
making his way home 
through the tough water- 
front section of New York 
City. Suddenly, without 
warning, a brutal hoodlum 
loomed up out of the dark, 
and beat him senseless. 
That night the young man 
made a solemn vow: 
“Never will I let any man 
hurt me again.” 

The years ahead were 
to prove how well he kept 
that vow! For the name of 
that skinny youth was 
Charles Atlas — and he 
lived to become interna- 
tionally famous as “The 
World’s Most Perfectly 
Developed Man,” per- 
forming feats of strength that amazed 
the whole world! F 

The day after that beating, Charles 
Atlas began trying every exercise he had 
ever heard of. Then one day, visiting New 
York’s famed Bronx Zoo, he asked him- 
self: “How does the tiger keep in physical 
condition? You never see him with a 
barbell!” 


Atlas Discovers the Secret! 


He saw how the tiger exercised by 
stretching its muscles, one against the 
other. From this, he worked out the 
amazing ‘“Dynamic-Tension” system of 
muscle-building that was to make him 
famous. 

Within 12 months, Atlas had doubled 
his weight. He decided to help all weak, 
underdeveloped men who suffered as he 
had. So he made his amazing secret of 
“Dynamic-Tension” — the system that 
uses no weights or apparatus — available 
to men all over the world. Thousands 
have benefited from his remarkably effec- 
tive system. 

And, as the fame of Charles Atlas 
spread, he was challenged to perform 
many thrilling feats of strength. Once he 
pulled six automobiles, chained together, 
for a mile. Another time he towed a 
721-ton railroad car 112 feet along the 
tracks with a rope! 

A far cry from the days of that 97- 
pound weakling who sobbed his way 
home after a beating, made a vow that 
changed his whole life— 
and since has changed 
the lives of so many 
others! 


Charles Atlas 
“World's Most 
Perfectly De- 
veloped Man” 


Charles Atlas Towing 
Broadway Limited Ob- 
servation Car 112 it! 


I Take OLD Bodies and 


Check the Kind of NEW BODY You 
Want RIGHT IN THE COUPON BE- 
LOW ... and I'll Show You How 
EASILY You Can Have It! 


’M NO MAGICIAN. Making healthy and 

handsome HE-MEN out of weak- 
lings — turning “skin and bones” or 
flabby fat into SOLID MUSCLE — is 
simply my job. But my secret does 
work like “magic.” 

Do you want broader shoulders—a 
magnificent “barrel” chest — more 
powerful arms and legs — a mid- 


section lined with solid-as-steel muscle? 
It’s all waiting for you. Just check what 
you want— RIGHT IN THE COUPON 
BELOW. I'll show you how I can give 
it to you! = P 


From ‘‘Mouse” to MAN! 


You wouldn't believe it but I myself 
used to be a 97-Ib. weakling. Fellows 
called me “SKINNY.” Girls made fun 
of me behind my back. Then I discov- 
ered my remarkable muscle-building 
secret — “Dynamic-Tension.” It turned 
me from a “bag of bones” into a barrel 
of muscle! And I felt so much better, 
so much on top of the world in my big, 
new, husky body, that I decided to de- 
vote my whole life to helping offer 
fellows change themselves 
into “perfectly developed 
men.” % 


“Dynamic-Tension” 
Works Fast! 


My secret — “Dynamic-Tension” — is the 
NATURAL easy method you can practice 
right in the privacy of your own room — 
JUST 15 MINUTES EACH DAY — while 
you build up SOLID MUSCLE in all of the 
RIGHT PLACES — gain the kind of hand- 
some and healthy build that women admire 
and men respect. 


I give you no gadgets or contraptions. You 
simply use the SLEEPING muscle-power in 
your own body almost unconsciously every 
minute of the day — walking, bending over, 
even sitting at your table or desk! 


CSS es ss oe ee es ee i i ee 


(Check as many as you like) 


(] Broader Chest and Shoulders 
LJ More Powerful Arms and Grip 


() Slimmer Waist and Hips 
C) More Powerful Leg Muscles 
LC] More Weight — Solid 

— in the Right Places 
() Better Sleep, More Energy 
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Turn Out N 


CHARLES ATLAS, DEPT. 1873, 115 East 23rd Street, New York, N. Y. 10010 
Dear Charles Ctbas: Heres the kind of Body L Want: 


Send me absolutely FREE a copy of your famous book 
showing how “Dynamic-Tension” can make me a new 
man. 32 Pages crammed with photographs, answers to 
vital health questions, and valuable advice. I understand 
this book is mine to keep and sending for it does not 
obligate me in any way. 


TN yee 
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ARE YOU 


Skinny, Weak and 
run down? 
Always tired? 
Nervous? 

Fat and flabby? 
Want to lose or 
gain weight? 
WHAT TO DO 
ABOUT IT is 
told in my 
FREE BOOK 


Prize Trophy 
Given Away 


C “& , Be the envy 
of friends! 
li Win hand- 


some trophy, 
over 1% feet 
high! 


Holder of title 
“*The World's Most 
Perfectly Devel- 
oped Man." 


le RE My 32-Page Book is Yours 
Not $1.00 or 10¢ — But FREE 


SEND NOW for my book describing my 
famous methéd. 32 Pages, packed with ac- 
tual photographs and valuable advice. Shows 
what ‘“‘Dynamic-Tension” has done for 
others. Page by page it shows what I can do 
for YOU. Just glancing through it may mean 
the turning point in your life — and its yours 
absolutely FREE! Check the kind of body 
you want below. | = : 


CHARLES ATLAS, Dept. fe, tow et 
i 


ee 
, 


1873, 115 East 23rd St., 


New York, N.Y. 10010. (Mrs vu 
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This free booklet =. #2.200™. 


tells you how you 
can break into 
_ afield with a future 


If you have a high school 
education, LaSalle will teach you 
basic computer programming 


in your own home. 


Ww don’t you prepare for a career in program- 
ming? For most of the good trainee jobs, a 
high school education, a logical mind and the right 
preparation are all that are required. No machines 
are involved because a programmer does not op- 
erate machines. He writes the programs that tell 
the computers what to do. 

Instead of worrying about how long your pres- 
ent job is going to last, you can plan for a bigger 
future in the field where the jobs are. Continuing 
expansion in the years ahead may result in more 
openings for computer programmers than there 
will be people to fill them! 

Right now, without leaving your present job, 
you can prepare for a trainee position in computer 
programming. A position that may open up many 
opportunities for you —in the exciting world of 
tomorrow, You can study programming with 
LaSalle at home, in your spare time. Experienced 
LaSalle instructors will teach you by mail —cor- 
rect and grade your assignments. You will receive 
basic instruction in the nature, hardware, vocab- 
ulary, equipment and techniques of computer pro- 
gramming. 

Programmers are to be found in many types of 
business — in manufacturing, banks, department 
stores, communications, transportation, utilities. 
Trainees begin at good pay, and with the right 
background and experience can rise to fill super- 
visory positions at upper-level salaries, 

To see if you're a natural as a programmer, send 
for free fascinating booklet “How to Become a 
Computer Programmer.” In simple, non-technical 
language this booklet tells you what computer pro- 
gramming is; what the programmer does; and how 
you can get your basic training in your spare time. 
LaSalle, 417 S, Dearborn Street, Chicago, Illinois 


: morejobs * 
[ createdby = 
: computerseach : 


year!And more . 
. programmers . 
eM eee 


"needed!" 


MAIL COUPON FOR FREE BOOKLET 


®© 1970 LoSatle Extension University 
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y LASALLE EXTENSION UNIVERSITY : 
1 A Correspondence Institution 

i 417 S. Dearborn Street, Dept. 63-035, Chicago, Illinois 60606 
: Please mail to me the free illustrated booklet " 
i “How To Become a Computer Programmer.” 1 
j Print i 
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